
 



From Simon to Peter--Messages 1-2 
 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Thanksgiving Turkey Donations 

 Volunteer at Small Group Table in the Concourse (contact 
smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org) 

 
Ice Breaker 
 
Worship 
 
Introduction 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read John 1:40-42. What significance is Peter’s name change from Simon to Peter? 
Throughout the Bible, who else experienced a name change by God? Have you ever 
experienced a modern-day name or identity change from Jesus as Peter did? For 
example, perhaps someone prophesied over you or the Holy Spirit gave you a vision of 
someone you would someday become. Please share with the group if you feel 
comfortable. 
 
2. Read Matthew 16:13-23. Why did Jesus bless Peter at the beginning of the passage 
and rebuke him at the end? Read Matthew 17:1-13. What stands out to you about 
Jesus’ interactions with Peter in these two passages? 
 
3. Read Matthew 14:25-31, Judges 6:36-40, and Genesis 18:10-15. What do the people 
in these verses have in common? How did God react to their doubt? Have you ever had 
a time in your life when you were required to step out in faith even though you were 
afraid? Name an area in your life where you need to step out in faith and how that might 
look. 
 
4. Read 2 Peter 3:8-9 and Nehemiah 9:16-19. What do these verses tell us about the 
character of God? How can we relate them to Peter’s life? How has God shown 
patience with you and consequently built you up? Share a story if you are comfortable 
doing so. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: 1 Peter 1:1-2, taking note of those people he is addressing. 



Reflect: Think on the promises given to us by Peter in his encouragement to these 
dispersed “aliens” (verse 1). Note that God specifically chose them, the Holy Spirit 
sanctified them and they were called to “obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his 
blood” (verse 2). Ponder the foreknowledge the Father must have had in the midst of 
Peter’s previous weaknesses, well aware of this letter that Peter would one day be pen 
to encourage others. 
Respond: Praise the Father for seeing us as the finished product long before we see 
any change in ourselves. Thank him for his Son, who justifies us, and his Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
 
Day 2: Read: 1 Peter 1:3-5. 
Reflect: Ponder the idea of the inheritance being reserved for us that is not perishing or 
fading away. Spend time really meditating on the thought of what is in store for us: “a 
salvation to be revealed in the last time” when we get a new body (verse 5). 
Respond: Pray for a greater understanding of the promises God makes to us for our 
future, when Christ is revealed. Thank him for the gift of an eternity with him. 
 
 
Day 3: Read: 1 Peter 1:6-9. 
Reflect: Think on how God uses various trials to see what we are truly made of--which 
is why we can find a way to rejoice in Christ through them. Fire does one of two things: 
it either consumes or refines. 
Respond: Journal some of the trials you know God has used to refine you. Although 
sometimes you may have suffered loss, give thanks that he knows what he’s doing and 
that you can trust him. Gently encourage someone who may be going through a trial by 
fire today. 
 
Day 4: Read: 1 Peter 1:10-12. 
Reflect: Meditate on the idea that the prophets and apostles who had the Spirit of 
Christ were willing to speak into our future, although they could not see the outcome, 
and often faced serious persecution for their obedience to God. 
Respond: Thank God for the Holy Spirit, and ask for the courage and obedience of 
those who went before you. Talk about this with someone today. 
 
Day 5: Read: 1 Peter 1:13-25 (slowly and thoughtfully). 
Reflect: Think on the “therefore” in verse 13, understanding what Peter wrote prior to 
this section of scripture. What is the main theme of the rest of this chapter? 
Respond: Write out or memorize, and place somewhere visible: “Since you have in 
obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 
love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is 
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God” (1 
Peter 1:22-23). 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
Romans 4:17b: “…God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does 
not exist.” 


