
From Simon to Peter 
(Leader Notes) 

 
From Simon to Peter--Messages 5-6 

 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Thanksgiving Distribution – 11/21 4:30p-7:30p (consider serving as a 
group) 

 e-Devotionals coming soon! (e-Devotionals will be sent via email 
subscriptions. They will run Monday-Friday and centered around that 
weeks sermon.) 

 
Ice Breaker 
 
Have you ever waited for someone or something important for a long time? While you 
were waiting, how did you feel and what did you do? Tell the tale. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction  
 
After Jesus ascended to heaven, according to Acts 1:12-14, his disciples waited for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit in an upper room in Jerusalem as Jesus had commanded 
them, and they prayed--for several days. The promised Holy Spirit finally arrived, as 
evidenced by tongues of fire appearing over the heads of the disciples and their ability 
to speak in tongues or other languages as they shared the gospel to the multi-cultural 
crowds who had gathered in Jerusalem for the celebration of Pentecost. Acts provides a 
record of events where the Holy Spirit came upon both Jews and gentiles, giving them 
various gifts, such as tongues, and boldness in preaching as they shared the good 
news of Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 12:13, Matthew 28:19, Matthew 3:11 and Acts 2:38. Identify the 
three types of baptism and who is doing the baptizing. Why are there three baptisms? 
Have you been baptized in all three baptisms? Share some stories. 
 
The Bible shows us three different baptisms by three different subjects. According to I 

Corinthians 12:13, the initial baptism takes place at salvation when the Holy Spirit 

baptizes us into Jesus and the body of Christ. Matthew 28:19 tells of the second 

baptism. In this scripture the disciples baptized with water. Romans 6:3-7 states that 



water baptism is a representation that the old man has died and a new person has 

risen. The third baptism is revealed in Matthew 3:11. Jesus baptizes us in the Holy 

Spirit. This is not the same as the first baptism into the body of Christ. 

 
Interestingly, we see all three baptisms in Acts 2:38. All three are important in their own 
right, leading believers deeper into relationship with God. First we have to accept his gift 
of salvation, asking for forgiveness and taking it; then we publicly declare our new love 
and symbolically die to self. Only then are we ready to embark on the exciting journey 
immersed in the Holy Spirit, who empowers us and guides us. All four gospels cover the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 
2. Read Matthew 7:10-11, Acts 2:38-39 and 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. What does God 
promise us regarding gifts? Who is the promised gift of the Holy Spirit for? Are you 
willing to open this gift? What fears or hesitations do you have? There will be time to 
pray over people as part of question #4. 
 
First, he is quite clear about his promise to give us good gifts. Secondly, he promises 
that he will not only bless us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, but he will also bless our 
children and all who are saved.  
 
3. Pastor Jack Hayford writes, “God is not going to make a freak out of you by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”1 Read 1 Corinthians 14:14-15, 18-19, 39-40 and Ephesians 
6:18. Find evidence in these verses that reveal a choice to participate with the Holy 
Spirit when speaking in tongues (similar to choosing to use the gift of teaching). 
 
Note: The underlined portions of these scriptures provide the evidence that we have a 
choice to speak in tongues or not. 
1 Corinthians 14:14-15: “I will pray with the mind,” “I will sing with the mind” (Our mind is 
present!). 
 
1 Corinthians 14:18-19: “I desire to speak five words with my mind” (Paul chooses to 
use understandable language in front of others—his choice). 
 
1 Corinthians 14:39-40: “But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner” 
(We can choose to be orderly). 
 
Ephesians 6:18: “be on the alert” (We can use our mind!). 
 
We have a choice to participate or not, where we desire to participate, how and when. 
Our will is involved and there is no need to fear letting the Holy Spirit control our tongue. 
Our mind is still there, allowing him entrance. The Holy Spirit is a gentleman who is 
much better equipped to lead our tongue in the right direction than we are on our own. 
Who can tame their tongue anyway (book of James)? No one but the Holy Spirit can. 
Unfortunately, our own fears can hinder us from activating the gift of tongues we might 
have received. Being afraid we are doing it wrong, making it up or thinking it will happen 
automatically without releasing the sounds of our language, may hold us back from 

                                                           
1
 gatewaychurchtv, Pastor Jack Hayford - The Beauty of Spiritual Language. 



speaking in tongues. Some people may begin with just a few syllables and others with 
much more. This gift does take some getting used to and requires practice hearing the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
4. Read Acts 8:14-17 and Acts 19:1-6. Why would Paul ask, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?” What do both these situations have in common? Have you 
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 
 
Receiving the Holy Spirit is a separate, third baptism and many of the believers had not 
received it. However, as soon as the disciples prayed over them, laying on their hands, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them. Note: At this point, dialogue may ensue about whether 
or not some have actually received this baptism. While we may not visibly see anything 
happen or physically feel anything, we pray and trust that we have indeed been 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. Allow time to pray over and lay hands on those who would 
like to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Sample prayer for Baptism of the Holy Spirit: 
"Heavenly Father, I come to you and thank you that I belong to Jesus. I pray that the 
Holy Spirit would come upon me now. Lord Jesus, baptize me now in the Holy Spirit. I 
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit now by faith in your Word. May I be empowered 
for service from this day forward. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for baptizing me in your Holy 
Spirit. Amen." 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Guided Worship: There are times when we allow things to block the Holy Spirit moving. 
This can be fear, distractions, sin or a wounding. As we sing along in worship to 
Francesca Battistelli’s “Holy Spirit”, allow the Holy Spirit to speak into the words of the 
song. Is there anything that our hearts need setting free from? After worship, have each 
person open his or her hands in front of themselves. Guide them in surrendering these 
blocks to the Lord and receive the Holy Spirit’s refreshing.  (The members have the 
words as well.) 
 

An audio and video of this song can be found on YouTube. 
 
“Verse: 
There's nothing worth more 
That could ever come close 
No thing can compare 
You’re our living hope 
Your presence, Lord 
I’ve tasted and seen 
Of the sweetest of loves 
Where my heart becomes free 
And my shame is undone 
Your presence, Lord 
  



Chorus: 
Holy Spirit, You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by your presence, Lord 
Your presence, Lord 
 
(Repeat verse and chorus) 
 
Bridge: 
Let us become more aware of your presence 
Let us experience the glory of your goodness x4 
 
(Repeat chorus)”2 
 
____________________ 
 
 
Other link suggestions: 
 
"Unveiling the Mystery of Speaking in Tongues" 
by: Jack Hayford (Complete 1992 Audiobook) 
2:35 minutes 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDoFvyxfbfs 
Published on Jun 20, 2015 
Pastor Robert Morris | Words Life or Death | The Pure Language  
34 minutes 
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