
From Simon to Peter 
(Leader Notes) 

 
From Simon to Peter--Messages 3-4 

 

 
Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Thanksgiving Turkey Donations (encourage donations) 

 Pack n’ Praise - 11/20 3p-6p (consider serving as a group) 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
If you could meet any historical figure, who would you choose and why? 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction  
 
When we act on our own we often buckle under pressure just as Peter did when he was 
challenged. But when we receive the power of the Holy Spirit, God helps us to be bold 
in all situations. We live in a world where everything except Christianity or talking about 
Jesus Christ is tolerated. We need the power of the Holy Spirit to live lives that are 
witnesses to Christ and to be bold to speak up when we normally would be fearful. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
 
1. Read Romans 8:28. How does this verse tie to Peter’s life? Share a circumstance in 
which God took your failure or a personal challenge and made something good out of it. 
 
Peter needed correction on several occasions, as we all do. More than once Peter 
spoke against Jesus or his plans (e.g. the foot washing, the denial). Nevertheless, God 
took Peter’s failures to give him the humility, strength and faith he needed to lovingly 
spread the gospel and pray for the sick, as well as stand up to great persecution and 
suffering. Without Peter’s failures, he wouldn’t have been up to the plans God had for 
him. Blessedly, God has plans for us as well—plans that will go hand in hand with our 
failures. 
 
  



2. Read John 21:1-9. What do you notice about Jesus’ dialogue with the disciples and 
the physical distance between them? What do you glean from the text and your own 
experiences about recognizing the voice of Jesus in life’s circumstances, like Peter did? 
How can you respond to Jesus’ voice even when you’ve messed up? 
 
When Jesus arrives on the beach or the shore, he is approximately 100 yards away 
(200 cubits in the measure of that time, or 0.5 mile, which is the length of a football field 
for us). Some translations read that Jesus “called out to them,” but a more accurate 
depiction of the Greek is simply that Jesus “said to them” (verse 5). If we go strictly by 
the text here, Jesus did not shout. And even if he did, he would need to shout quite 
loudly for an extended period of time to carry on the conversation occurring in this text, 
especially over the sound of a moving ocean, accompanying wind, and a distance of a 
half of a mile--this is unlikely. What we can pull here is that Jesus spoke, and his 
disciples heard. (Compare that to John 10:27: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me.”) When we know Jesus, we hear him--all we need to do is 
listen. The disciples knew Jesus. Peter knew Jesus. And this was a very vulnerable 
moment. Picture it: Here is Peter, and his last memory with Jesus, his Lord, was his 
denial of him, his rejection of him. Have you ever seen someone you have recently 
offended and haven’t yet reconciled with? There is tension. But in the midst of this 
internal tension and guilt, in the midst of the external sound of the waves, Peter heard 
Jesus. When we mess up, sometimes we turn away. We hide in shame or guilt. We 
don’t want to listen for God, or maybe we feel like we don’t deserve to hear him. But that 
doesn’t change the fact that Jesus is right there, speaking, calling, inviting us into 
restoration. We just have to learn to respond to that voice we so often shake off and 
ignore. We need to be humble and ask for forgiveness and restoration. 
 
3. Read John 21:15-17. Why did Jesus ask Peter if he loved him three times? What is 
the distinction between phileo love and agape love? Think about your workplace, your 
marriage, your relationships, etc. How can you transform your phileo love into agape 
love? In other words, practically speaking, what does agape love look like for us? 
 
Jesus tied love, or agape, to action. Three times Jesus gave Peter an action to live out 
in response to Peter’s affirmation that he truly did love Jesus. The problem, however, 
was that Peter responded with a different type of love: phileo. This is not a bad love, but 
it is merely a feeling. It can be defined as “fondness, friendship.”1 It is never used as a 
means for Christian action or mission. It is most definitely not used in the command to 
“love your neighbor” (Mark 12:31). That one is agape. It pulls something out of us; it 
calls us to respond and act. Peter felt love for Jesus, but did he live it out? In the same 
way, we can feel love for our spouse, our friends, our neighbors or our enemies, but do 
we live out that love? This is an invitation to transform our love to agape love--the same 
kind of love that Jesus has for us; the same kind of love that led him to bear the cross 
for our redemption and restoration. 
 
  

                                                           
1
 ichykoo, “Four Kinds of Love; Eros, Agape, Phileo & Storge.” 



4. Pastor Dan taught us about yielding to the Holy Spirit. Read Acts 2:1-16. Notice what 
happened when Peter yielded to the Spirit (verses 14-16). What did he do? Compare 
this Peter with the Peter who denied Christ. What does this teach us about living in 
relationship with the Holy Spirit? In what ways can you partner with the Spirit in your 
day? Your week? Your month? 
 
When Peter yielded to the Holy Spirit, his surrender was coupled with action. Verse 14 
tells us he “stepped forward” (NLT). Peter was no longer the man who was too cowardly 
to stand by Christ; he had become a man of courage through the Holy Spirit. Many of us 
desire the empowerment of the Spirit in our daily lives, but we hesitate or are not willing 
to take the steps forward. Living in relationship with the Holy Spirit can be summed up 
as: 1) surrender; 2) reliance; and 3) partnership. God has always sought to partner with 
us, which is why he uses people; that is why he used Peter and that is why he desires 
to use us! Like a good dance partner, he leads but we must also step with him. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Get together in groups of three or four. Hand each person a piece of paper and ask 
them to write down one instance where they denied Christ or did not obey his voice. 
This is between you and God. No one will see what you write. Fold the piece of paper 
and put it in the middle. As a group, ask God to take those failures, forgive each person 
and provide restoration. Ask God to give each person strength to stand up for God 
under all circumstances and obey him. (Discard the papers.) 

 
 


