
From Simon to Peter 
(Leader Notes) 

 
From Simon to Peter--Messages 1-2 

 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Thanksgiving Turkey Donations (encourage group to donate) 

 Volunteer at Small Group Table in the Concourse (contact 
smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org) These are for one service, after the 
message. Does not need to be every week. Volunteers assist those signing 
up for a group, to lead a group and answer various question. Training and 
FAQ sheet is available. 

 
Ice Breaker 
 
Youtube is full of videos that show people failing at things they are attempting. Prepare 
ahead a time a couple of these videos to share with the group or ask the group to share 
some of the ones they remember seeing. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
 
First and fail are not words we like to put in the same sentence. First gives us ego and 
pride; while fail takes all that away. First puts us in front; while fail makes us want to 
hide. As we study Peter’s life, we will find he was often first to speak up. We will also 
find he was first to fail when doing so. Simultaneously we will discover the amazing 
love, patience and mercy that Jesus had for him. Hopefully we will discern that in our 
lives as well. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
 
1. Read John 1:40-42. What significance is Peter’s name change from Simon to Peter? 
Throughout the Bible, who else experienced a name change by God? Have you ever 
experienced a modern-day name or identity change from Jesus as Peter did? For 
example, perhaps someone prophesied over you or the Holy Spirit gave you a vision of 
someone you would someday become. Please share with the group if you feel 
comfortable. 
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Simon was an ordinary fisherman with a mercurial personality. When Jesus renamed 
him Peter, or Cephas in Aramaic, he was seeing him as he would someday be--a rock. 
Jesus spoke into Peter’s life and called him to a higher purpose than Peter ever saw 
possible for himself. Jesus knew that Peter would someday see that Christ was his rock, 
and thus have Christ’s rock-like strength, acting as his conduit in building the church. 
This past weekend Pastor Dan stated that “Jesus just did something that he is 
extraordinarily good at: He speaks things that are not as though they are. He sees what 
we were created to be, not what we are living like.” 
 
He did this for others as well. Throughout the Bible there are numerous times people's 
names were changed by God: Abram to Abraham (“father of many”), Sarai to Sarah 
(“princess for all the race”), and Jacob to Israel (“who prevails with God”).1 Each name 
change was important and signified a great change in each person’s life; they were 
fulfilling their destiny that God had set before them, and he renamed them before they 
changed. 
 
2. Read Matthew 16:13-23. Why did Jesus bless Peter at the beginning of the passage 
and rebuke him at the end? Read Matthew 17:1-13. What stands out to you about 
Jesus’ interactions with Peter in these two passages? 
 
Peter had just revealed to Jesus that he understood (with God’s help) that Jesus is the 
Messiah. However, shortly thereafter, Peter made it clear that he did not understand the 
Messiah’s purpose on earth, and Jesus calls him on it. 
 
(Answers will vary here.) It seems that Jesus is generous in his commendations and 
rewards. However, he is honest when Peter fails. Jesus does not ignore the teachable 
moments. Through his rebukes he showed his love for Peter, just as he does for us 
when we fail. 
 
3. Read Matthew 14:25-31, Judges 6:36-40, and Genesis 18:10-15. What do the people 
in these verses have in common? How did God react to their doubt? Have you ever had 
a time in your life when you were required to step out in faith even though you were 
afraid? Name an area in your life where you need to step out in faith and how that might 
look. 
 
Each of these people were faced with a decision to trust God or to doubt him. From 
Peter, walking on the water, to Gideon, who was afraid to fight and to Sarah who 
laughed at the angel--they all showed doubt in God’s ability or possibly God’s choice in 
using them to do something miraculous. Regardless, God was merciful to them and did 
not forsake them. In fact, he used all of them for great purposes in his plan. Christ 
desires that we completely trust him, but he is aware of our nature to doubt. Blessedly, 
God is merciful and forgiving in spite of our doubt. The father with the demon-
possessed son in Mark 9:24 understood his own doubt and said, “I do believe; help my 
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unbelief.” It is a good prayer, and Jesus did end up healing the man’s son. As for Peter, 
he must have been heartbroken when he didn’t measure up in faith. 
 
4. Read 2 Peter 3:8-9 and Nehemiah 9:16-19. What do these verses tell us about the 
character of God? How can we relate them to Peter’s life? How has God shown 
patience with you and consequently built you up? Share a story if you are comfortable 
doing so. 
 
Both passages indicate that God is abundantly patient and compassionate. He does not 
view time as we do and he sees what will be for us; rather than getting mired in that 
which is, as we so often do. God knew the man Peter would one day be, so he showed 
him merciful patience in the face of his failures. God knows we will fail too; but he knows 
who we will someday be as well. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Jesus, please open our eyes so that we may see what you see. Please give us strength 
to live faithfully until you do give us that sight. Help us to choose to be silent while you 
work to create in us the heart you desire to make. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


