
Week 3 
 

Family Matters: Why Do We Fight? 
 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Think about a memorable fight you had in one of your 
relationships that you can share about. Do you remember what 
the fight was about? Are you able to laugh about it now? 
 
Worship  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Pastor Dan’s Teaching/Discussion Questions 
1. How did your family handle conflict? Did you have a 
negotiator, peace-maker, sulker, or screamer in your family? 
Which were you? 
 
2. Read James 4:1-3. What is the root cause of our fights and 
quarrels? Cross-reference this passage with Romans 6:11-14. 
Why does living for our own desires/pleasures result in friction 
and discord between others and how do we escape this cycle 
of sin? 
 
3. James listed several things we do that we shouldn’t. Identify 
and discuss what they are. Pastor Dan taught us that James 
was speaking to the church (believers). Do you struggle with 
those same sins that James mentioned; and what do you think 
James meant about ‘murder’? How can we all avoid acting on 
our desires? 
 
4. In the context of our relationships--marriage, family, church--
what questions are we failing to ask God? How do we know if 
our motives are pure? Can anyone in the group share an 
example of experiencing the truth of James 4:2? 



 
5. Read Psalm 139:1-6 and then this quote from Robert D. 
Jones, Pursuing Peace, page 49: "Failure to please God--our 
failure or the other person's or both--is the ultimate cause of all 
relational conflict. Bank on it: Whenever there is conflict, one or 
both parties are not pleasing God."1 Discuss this quote as it 
relates to the passage in Psalms and James. How can we take 
this home? 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s 
worship. 

Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg 
edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
James 1:19b-20: “Be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to 
anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness 
of God.” 
 

                                                 
1
 Jones, Pursuing Peace. 


