
Elijah 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 4: Motives and Mantles  

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker   
A Sunday school teacher was explaining the story of Elijah and the false prophets of Baal. She 
shared how Elijah built the altar, put wood on it, cut the steer in pieces, laid them on the altar and 
commanded the people to pour barrels of water over it all. The teacher asked, “Can anyone tell me 
why the Lord would have Elijah pour water over the steer on the altar?” 
 
A little girl in the back of the room raised her hand with enthusiasm. “To Make the gravy!” 
 
Does anyone have a good, clean joke to share? (Watch your time.) 
 
Open in Prayer  
Lord, please open our hearts and minds to your word to receive your wisdom. Please highlight what 
you would like us to learn, and release in us the power of the Holy Spirit so we might apply your 
teachings to our lives. Challenge us and change us, Lord, into the men and women you’ve called us 
to be. Bless this time together. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Elijah was a great man of God. We’ve learned how he walked in faith and obedience, prayerfully 
zealous for God, which led to great demonstrations of God’s power in a land filled with wickedness 
and evil. As a result, Elijah was terribly unpopular and persecuted, which eventually overwhelmed 
him. Elijah, like the rest of us sometimes do, allowed fear and exhaustion to drive his decisions. He 
fled and fell into despair but God gently restored him to further work for the kingdom. This week, we 
will look at how we too can walk with God as Elijah did, especially in this era of grace under the 
kingdom of Jesus.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Luke 9:46-56 and compare it to 2 Kings 1:1-4, and 9-10. Discuss among the group what 
these two passages say about the character of God. Is God’s character confusing to you? Do you 
feel the God of the Old Testament is the same as the God of the New Testament?   
 
Notes 
The point of these questions is to allow the group to safely share any possible confusion about the 
good nature and character of God who acts in mercy and judgment. Encourage honesty, as all 
believers must wrestle with these questions at some point. Assure the group that opinions or 
feelings expressed are with a trusted group. You may also choose to open the topic by sharing your 
personal journey of reconciling the two characteristics of God, should you have an applicable story. 
 
 



2. Malachi 3:6a says, “For I, the Lord, do not change.” Building on the same passages in Luke 9 and 
2 Kings 1 from question 1, how can we reconcile a God who never changes when we see him killing 
people in Elijah’s time and extending mercy in Jesus’ day? Looking back at the verses in Luke, what 
parts highlight how it might be the character of man in question and not the character of God (Think 
about the motives of the disciples and Elijah)? How might we keep our own motives in check?  
 
Notes 
If we choose to believe the Bible and trust God, we must believe that the Bible doesn’t contradict 
itself, nor do God’s character or lovingkindness. But God is one who practices both judgment and 
mercy. Throughout both the Old and New Testaments we see both judgment and mercy. Think 
about God’s mercy with Adam and Eve and with Cain, who murdered his own brother. When Jesus 
came, he brought with him the age of grace, but in Revelation, there will be judgment as well. God’s 
desire is to grow us and the kingdom, and he’ll use the means necessary to do so. He knows the 
best plan for us! One may wonder why the New Testament seems to have more grace. That may be 
a correlation to our access to the Holy Spirit, who now draws hearts to God. In Elijah’s time, God’s 
power needed to be on display to draw people to him. 
 
In Luke 9, Jesus sharply rebuked his disciples because their hearts were in question. In the verses 
preceding his rebuke, the disciples were arguing about who among them was the greatest. Coupled 
with the common zeal of James and John, it is possible they were requesting the fire of heaven to 
destroy because they were offended. They may have been motivated by hurt, anger, possibly self-
righteousness. Certainly, they weren’t requesting destruction to draw the Samaritans closer to God. 
In contrast, Elijah didn’t ask for the fire to destroy out of anger or his own emotions, but so it would 
point people to God. History has revealed that there is nothing deadlier than a sense of 
righteousness without a sense of mercy, a sense of God's call without God's love.  
 
Jesus wants to strip us of self-centered pride and fill us with his love and passion to save those who 
are manifestly lost. Keeping our hearts open before the Lord in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
guide our prayers and actions, having a family of God that will keep us accountable, and meditating 
on the Word, will all keep our motives in check. Do you ever ask, “What spirit motivates me: love, 
the desire to prove that I’m right, anger . . .?  
 
3. From our study of Elijah, how would you characterize his life and his relationships? Read 2 Kings 
2:11. For living such a life, what were Elijah’s rewards and what price did he pay? Recap what 
motivated Elijah to do what he did. What unpopular choices has God asked of you? Share. 
 
Notes 
Elijah was a man of great faith and obedience. His courage and tenacity were marvelous. Though 
he certainly wasn’t perfect, he lived an extraordinary life. 
 
He had many rewards: He was used by God in powerful and miraculous ways; he walked so closely 
to God that he didn’t die but was taken by God in a fiery chariot; he was honored to appear with 
Moses and speak with Jesus prior to the crucifixion (Matthew 17). It doesn’t get much better than 
that. Of course, Elijah paid a price for his close walk with God. He was despised, hunted, mocked, 
missing the comforts of a home, and he was alone much of the time.  
 
He loved God more than he loved his own life, which motivated his obedience in the face of his 
troubles. He loved people as well, which is also a great motivating factor; and he understood that 
God desired to bring people back to him. In short, Elijah was eternity-minded. 
 
 



4. Read 2 Kings 2:7-10a. When asking for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, what was Elisha really 
requesting? How can we put on that same mantle? 
 
Notes 
Though Elisha did receive Elijah’s actual mantle, or coat, both men understood that the coat was a 
symbol of Elijah’s walk with God, which is why Elijah told him that taking on the mantle would be 
difficult. Nevertheless, Elisha desired that relationship and all it encompassed.  
 
Specifically, Elisha recognized that Elijah’s faith, love and obedience was not possible without God’s 
Spirit. It was only God’s Spirit and presence that strengthened Elijah to withstand the external 
oppression and attacks of a rebellious nation. Elijah’s favor in God’s eyes was due to his choice to 
seek and saturate in the presence of God, learning his character and following his ways. Elisha 
understood this connection when he asked for a double portion. 
 
Believers today can put on that same mantle by doing just what Elijah and Elisha did–spending a 
great deal of time in God’s presence: seeking help and direction from the Holy Spirit; worshiping 
God; seeking his face; listening to his voice and acting in obedience. In short, we can choose to 
seek more of God. The more we seek him, the more we will find him. The more we find him, the 
more we will seek him. 
 
It seems that Elijah’s story of faith and miracles is attainable!  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
As a large group, invite the Holy Spirit into this sharing and prayer time. Then break into smaller 
groups of 2-3. Share with one another areas where God has been urging you to let him work in you: 
prayer, listening to the Holy Spirit’s voice, meditating on and learning about the Bible, trusting God, 
faith . . .  
 
Pray over one another for those things and for hearts aligned with God’s–hearts willing to take on 
God’s mantle.  
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
2 Kings 2:9: “When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Ask what I shall do for you before I 
am taken from you.’ And Elisha said, ‘Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


