
Elijah 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 2: Obedience–The Path to Miracles  

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Which character of the Bible do you identify with the most or is the most inspirational to you? Why? 
 
Open in Prayer  
Holy Spirit, we welcome you here with us. Please guide us as we learn more about you. Lord Jesus, 
thank you for your mercy, grace and instruction. Soften our hearts to be molded into your image. 
Help us to be courageous when you ask us to be; give us the tools we need to carry out what you 
ask us to do; help us to stand on your promises and to partner with you in prayer to bring about your 
kingdom. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours. Even so, he was known for his remarkable faith, and the 
Spirit of the Lord was on him with power. “More than anyone in the Old Testament, [Elijah] operated 
in the miraculous . . . God used him in huge ways over and over. His faith was on steroids!”1 This 
week we will explore Elijah’s response to difficult things, his obedience, his understanding of God’s 
promises, and how he partnered with God to accomplish God’s will.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read 1 Kings 18:1-14. God asked both Elijah and Obadiah to do difficult things. How did they 
face their tasks differently and why? Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 and Romans 8:28-29. After 
reflecting on these verses, why do you think that God asks us to do things that require supernatural 
courage and faith?  
 
Notes 
Though it is likely that Elijah was afraid of meeting with Ahab, in this passage, he appeared 
confident about his meeting, trusting in the Lord. In contrast, Obadiah’s fear overwhelmed him and 
clouded his focus on the Lord. Interestingly, this is the same man who, despite his terror of Ahab, 
was hiding and caring for 100 prophets who were fleeing from Jezebel. Everyone has times of 
doubt. 
 
Sometimes, the Lord does ask us to do difficult things. Isaiah 43:6b-7 states, 

 

Bring My sons from afar 
And My daughters from the ends of the earth, 
Everyone who is called by My name, 
And whom I have created for My glory, 
Whom I have formed, even whom I have made.  

                                                           
1 Pastor Dan Carroll. 



 
Clearly, we are here for his glory and to magnify him but sometimes there are other reasons too. He 
wants to grow us, shape our character, teach us to submit to and rely on him. That very weakness 
helps us realize that he is the strong one and we can rely on him. That reliance builds our 
relationship with the Father and accomplishes his purposes. He becomes our focus rather than the 
difficult circumstances or problems. When we focus on him, we are more concerned about his 
goals–our eternal state, the eternal state of those around us and bringing glory to him. When God 
does ask us to do difficult things, we are pointed to his unfaltering nature: that he is good, loving and 
cannot be anything other than that. When we rely on him, he always provides. 
 
2. Read 1 Kings 18:15-16 and Mark 8:34-35. Obadiah demonstrated obedience to God despite his 
own risk of death. Though he didn’t physically die that day, what did Obadiah lose with his 
obedience and what did he gain? Read Isaiah 35:4 and 40:29. What do you think helped Obadiah 
accomplish his task?  

 
Notes 
Obadiah demonstrated obedience even unto death, but he didn’t die physically! Rather, he died to 
himself that day by setting aside his own fears and going about the task that the Lord asked him to 
do. In John 12:24, Jesus taught that “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” When Obadiah died to self, he built his relationship with 
God, and obeying God leads to great accomplishments and growth.  
 
The Lord will always give us what we need to accomplish his purposes. Through his Holy Spirit, he 
provides us with the courage, faith, skills and abilities we need. Our part is to bring willingness to do 
whatever he asks. The Lord gives us the power to obey through his Holy Spirit when we submit to 
him. Obadiah relied on that power to overcome his fear and we can too. 
 
Being a prophet of God, Obadiah would have known Scripture by heart. Likely, he recalled God’s 
promises to provide the strength and power he needed to be obedient. 
 
3. 1 Kings 18:17-19. Who did Ahab blame for the drought and was he correct? Re-read 1 Kings 18:1 
and verses 36-37. What motivated Elijah’s actions? Read 1 Kings 18:41-44. What kind of faith did 
Elijah have? How confident are you of God’s promises? Share.  
 
Notes  
Ahab, as many entrenched in sin will do, blamed others for his predicament. In reality, the blame fell 
on his own shoulders, as he was the one who led the people of Israel away from God into sin. 
 
Elijah’s actions and words reflected his heart for God and his people. Above all, he desired to please 
God through his obedience and to help draw the Israelite people back to God.  
 
Elijah’s faith was so strong his spirit heard the rain before there was even a cloud in the sky. He had 
confidence not only in God’s promises in Scripture, but in the things the Holy Spirit spoke to him, 
whether there was physical evidence or not. Consequently, he consistently prepared for what God 
promised to do. Though God had already told Elijah he would bring rain, Elijah understood the need 
to pray and to make it clear to others that he was following God’s commands. He gave glory before 
the miracle and prepared for it despite the absence of clouds in the sky. But even more remarkable 
was his understanding of God’s heart. He knew that the drought wasn’t a punishment but a lure to 
draw God’s people back to him.  
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Kings%2018.17-19
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Kings%2018.41-46


4. Read Psalm 145:17-19 and 1 Kings 18:30-46. Why did Elijah ask Israel to come near and why did 
Elijah pray for rain when God had already promised it in verse 1? How might this translate in your 
own life?  
 
Notes 
Elijah understood that God wants relationship with people, just as he wants it with us today. When 
we seek him, God blesses us. Despite God’s promises, we are called to partner in prayer with him. 
Elijah took time to pray publicly, to call the Israelites to hear him as a form of instruction as well as 
an act of obedience. He gave glory to God first, stating in verse 36, “that you are God in Israel and 
that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.” He showed the Israelites 
by example that they should publicly declare their servanthood of the one true king and declare their 
obedience to his word and commands. In verse 37, he then declared in faith that God was already 
turning Israel’s heart back to him–all prior to the miracle! Elijah is an example of praying God’s will 
into a situation with faith.  
 
Prayer/Ministry: Split the group into sets of 4-5 people. What promises has God made to you that 
you need to pray over in earnest to bring to fulfillment? (Promises can be something the Lord has 
spoken to someone individually, such as a promise for a restored relationship or a gifting, or one of 
God’s promises in the Bible, such as strength in a time of difficulty.) Pray over one another. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
Psalm 145:18:  
 

The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, 
To all who call upon Him in truth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


