
Elijah 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 1: A Man of Faith 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
We live in a time where drought is something that is often in the news. How has drought affected 
you, your family or people you know?  
 
Open in Prayer 
Dear Lord, please open our hearts and minds to receive what you would teach us as we study the 
life of Elijah. Help us understand how you worked in his life to accomplish your purposes as he 
trusted in you. Holy Spirit, we invite you into our time of study. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Elijah lived in wild and wicked times and many in Israel had lost sight of God, worshiping idols and 
sinning grievously. But God never gives up on people. He always has a plan. During Elijah’s time, 
he sent the prophet Elijah to help draw his people back to him. According to Pastor Dan, Elijah “was 
marked by faith and the Spirit of the Lord was on him with great power . . . a power that is available 
to all of us”–the Holy Spirit. Let’s jump into Elijah’s story and listen to the Holy Spirit as he gives us 
an application for our lives. 
 

Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read 1 Kings 16:29-30. Describe the character of Ahab. Read verses 31-32. Who was Jezebel 
and what influence did she have on Ahab and on Israel? What can we learn from Ahab’s choices? 
 
Notes 
1 Kings 16:31 implies that Ahab’s marriage to Jezebel was connected to the introduction of the 
worship of Baal in Israel.  
 
As for us, Ahab’s tragic life is a reminder to avoid playing with sin. Our sins hurt not only us but 
others and draw us away from the destiny God has for us. 
 
2. Read 1 Kings 17:1. What did Elijah tell Ahab? At this news, what possible responses could Ahab 
have chosen? Read James 5:17. According to this verse, why didn’t it rain? In the last series, we 
studied what it means to pray earnestly. Does anyone remember what that sort of prayer looks like? 
Did obedience play a role in Elijah’s effective prayer?  
 
Notes 
Elijah told Ahab that it would not rain again until Elijah said the word.  
 
Ahab had a choice to repent or continue in his sin. Sadly, either he didn’t believe Elijah or he was 
too blinded by his own desire to sin. 



 
James 5:17 reminds us that prayers that break through are those that are earnest prayers. Elijah 
prayed earnestly and his prayers were answered.  
 
According to Paul’s example in Galatians 4:19, we should pray travailing prayers, as in labor, 
without giving up.  
 
Obedience certainly played a role in Elijah’s prayer. Though Elijah was likely terrified of Ahab and 
his wife, he trusted God and obediently met with Ahab to give him God’s message of upcoming 
drought–a drought that lasted three and one-half years! 
 
 3. Read 1 Kings 17:2-6. After Elijah met with Ahab, what did God tell Elijah to do? What was God’s 
plan for providing for Elijah during this time of drought? Read verse 7. What happened to the brook? 
Does this mean that God’s plan for Elijah failed? Have you ever felt as if God’s plan for you was 
failing? What happened? 
 
Notes 
In the sermon notes, Pastor Dan said, “God often lets the brook dry up to remind us to trust him, not 
other stuff,” but he always has a plan to provide for our needs. 
 
4. Read 1 Kings 17:8-9. What did God tell Elijah to do? What was God’s plan for providing for 
Elijah? Read verses 10-16. What did the woman do in response to Elijah’s words? What was the 
result? What was required for her and her son to be saved? What lesson is there for us in this? 
 
Notes 
In the sermon, Pastor Dan said of the widow, “God looked down and saw someone who was about 
to go under and sent her an opportunity to be blessed. But it took faith on her part . . .” Yes, Elijah 
chose to be obedient and he was fed, but this story is more about the woman and her son. She 
needed to trust God enough to be obedient and her reward was God’s provision. If you read further 
into 1 Kings, God also provided protection. Elijah prayed and her son was raised from the dead. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Gather into smaller groups and talk about difficulties you are currently having related to trust and 
obedience. Share personal stories and pray over one another, inviting the Holy Spirit into your 
prayer.  
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT):  

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
And do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He will make your paths straight. 

 
 
 


