
The Life of Daniel 
(Leader Guide) 

 

Week 5: The Writing on the Wall 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Have you ever ignored a warning sign (e.g. gas gauge . . .)? What happened? Share in 
the group. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
In our study on the life of Daniel, we have looked at Daniel’s courage in the face of a 
culture that lived contrary to his godly convictions. We’ve talked about how to stand in 
the fire, trusting in God, and we’ve delved into living humbly. Today we find ourselves in 
Daniel chapter 5, where Daniel’s godly character stood out in a world of ungodly 
characters. We’ll see that one man left a legacy for the kingdom of God and the other 
was found wanting. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Daniel 5, taking turns as you read. In what ways was King Belshazzar found 
“deficient” by God (Refer to verses 22-27)? How might Christians today fall prey to 
Belshazzar’s deficiencies? What can we take away from this passage for our own lives? 
 
Belshazzar had several deficiencies. First, Belshazzar fell into the same trap as 
Nebuchadnezzar. Verse 22 says that he was arrogant. He believed he was better than 
God. He forgot who made him and gave him breath. In fact, the same verse says he 
lifted himself up, “against the Lord of heaven.” That’s pretty strong language. 
Additionally, drinking from God’s vessels at a party that was likely rife with sin, is like 
slapping God in the face and mocking him. He certainly did not fear God. But 
Belshazzar went even further in his sin. He glorified false gods and he failed to praise 
the one true God.  
 
For us, it’s easy to be arrogant in our successes, our beauty, our strength and forget 
who gave us breath and all our blessings. At times we may make idols of money, 
people, things. And we may not remember to praise the God who deserves recognition. 
 
2. Though Belshazzar knew about Nebuchadnezzar’s similar history, he chose to ignore 
it. Why do you think he did that? Read Hebrew’s 11:32-39. How are these two passages 
alike? What is our takeaway from these passages? 
 



It’s all about arrogance again. Just like Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar believed he was 
untouchable, above consequences. 
 
Both passages share the deeds of others. They serve as guides to us of how to live, 
and how not to live. In fact, the Bible is chock full of people’s stories that can teach us 
how to live successfully for God. God desires that we put aside our pride and learn from 
others, for we too will have a story that will impact the lives of those around us. 
 
3. While Belshazzar was found wanting, Daniel’s life pleased God. Refer to Daniel 5:11-
14. What sort of man was Daniel, according to this passage? What legacy did Daniel 
leave for us? Has anyone in your life left an extraordinary legacy for you (good or bad)? 
Share how that impacted you. 
 
Daniel mapped out for us how to handle trials and how to love others well. He 
understood that God is bigger than any trouble. Imagine leaving that kind of legacy! 
 
4. Read Psalm 90:12. What does this psalm mean? Practically speaking, how can we 
live out this psalm?  
 
The psalm is reminding us that God has indeed numbered our days, so we should live 
with urgency. Though we are saved by grace, if we want to present to God a “heart of 
wisdom” there is much to do: building our relationship with God, seeking to know him 
well through reading the Word, chatting with him, listening to the Holy Spirit, emulating 
him in obedience and in loving others. In short, it’s all about living with purpose for God! 
There’s no time to lose. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Spend time praising God, letting him know just how amazing he is. Pray: Precious Lord, 
teach us how to live with urgency for you, knowing that our time on earth is short. We so 
desire to leave a legacy for people to follow, to be known to have your spirit, your 
wisdom, your insight. When our time is done, like David, we want to “present to you a 
heart of wisdom.” Thank you, Jesus. Amen. 
 
Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon; 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 
iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number our days, 
That we may present to You a heart of wisdom.” 


