
The Life of Daniel 
(Leader Guide) 

 

Week 4: Humility 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Have you ever successfully predicted the outcome of an event (World Series, Nascar, 
Super Bowl, presidential election . . .)? Did you enjoy bragging? Share. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
The last few weeks in the life of Daniel, we have been learning how to stand in the fire 
by following the convictions God has given us, all while loving those around us well. 
This week our journey continues as we explore what happens after the fiery pit, and 
how to live humbly in the Spirit. No bragging for us! 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Isaiah 66:2, James 4:6 and 10, and Proverbs 16:18. What do the scriptures tell 
us about pride? How have you seen these verses play out in your life or in those around 
you? Share. 
 
2. Read Psalms 10:4 and Proverbs 21:4. According to these verses, why is pride such a 
problem for us? How do we see Psalms 10:4 unfold in King Nebuchadnezzar’s life (see 
Daniel 4:28-36, if needed)? What do these verses mean for us today?  
 
Specifically, pride leads to sin because our eyes are on us, rather than on God. We are 
essentially not making room in our lives for God to work in us and guide us. Pastor Dan 
mentioned that our hearts are the very territory God wants to inhabit and move in. Our 
pride, however, pushes him away and we miss relationship, growth and opportunity to 
help build the kingdom.  
 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s life was a perfect example of the destruction pride wreaks, and 
the impotence it creates. We see the king in awe of God after the fiery pit incident. He 
even proclaimed God’s glory to his nation; he was an instrument furthering God’s 
kingdom! Shortly thereafter, his pride returned. Though warned about his pride by 
Daniel, he sang his own praises and lost seven years to the wilderness. Those are 
seven years away from his family, friends, home, and seven years in which he was 
powerless for the kingdom of God. 
 



3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4. Aside from causing us to lose focus on God, what else does 
pride do to us? Does anyone have a story of lost opportunity because of pride, or 
gained opportunity as a result of humility? 
 
It is difficult to love well when we are full of pride. We may have missed opportunities to 
lift others up in encouragement. There may have been times when the Holy Spirit had 
words that confirmed what God was already telling someone, or a scripture he wanted 
us to share, but our pride kept us from speaking or even hearing God’s voice. Our 
greatest mentor, Jesus, was the epitome of humility. Oh, to be like him!  
 
4. Based on the numerous verses about pride, clearly God knows it is a very real 
problem that we cannot beat on our own. But just as he didn’t give up on King 
Nebuchadnezzar, he won’t leave us hanging either. Read Romans 8:13-14, and 8:26. 
How can we trade our pride for humility? 
 
In Hebrews 13:5 God promises never to leave us or forsake us, and he never has. In 
every battle he prepares us and has provided a plethora of tools for us to use on our 
journey. Our first and best defense, however, is the Holy Spirit, who gives us the 
courage, strength and guidance we need to be overcomers, but we have to let the Spirit 
work in us for lasting results. By reading the Bible and meditating on God’s words; by 
spending quality time with Lord; by having people in our lives who will keep us 
accountable, pray with us and worship with us, we will more easily hear the Holy Spirit’s 
voice and follow his guidance. Only then can we beat pride. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
In the group, spend some extra time worshiping God in words or in song. Simply let God 
know we truly are in awe of him.  
 
Finish with this prayer: Precious Lord, thank you for your presence here. You are great! 
Please help us to always remember that you are God and we have no reason to be 
proud. We give you the territory of our hearts. Have free reign. Please use us to love 
well and further your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon; 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 
iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death.” 


