
The Life of Daniel 
(Leader Guide) 

 

Week 3: Living out Faith in the Fire 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is the scariest movie you have watched? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Daniel’s life was an extraordinary one, full of godly convictions and courage to live out 
those ideals, all while loving well. It was a life with scary and terrible tests that Daniel 
managed to pass because of his strong relationship with God. Today, open your hearts 
to the Holy Spirit, as he leads us on a journey that will teach us how to take risks and 
stand our ground in the fire, for the kingdom of God.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Daniel faced the lions in the den; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego chose to step 
into the fiery furnace: all were afraid, probably terrified. Though they trusted God, they 
didn’t know if he would rescue them or not, but they feared God more than men. To the 
unbeliever, fear of the Lord is connected to judgement, death and separation from God. 
Read Job 28:28, Psalm 112:1, Hebrews 12:5-8, and 28-29. What does it mean for a 
Christian to fear God? How can we build up our fear of God?  
 
For Christians, we don’t have to worry about death or being separated from Christ. 
Jesus said, “‘I will never leave you or forsake you . . . ’” (Hebrews 13:5, NRSV). In fact, 
the fear of God is a positive, life-building thing. When we fear the Lord, we gain wisdom 
and are blessed (Job 28:28 and Psalm 112:1). That wisdom helps us to be obedient to 
God, which pleases him. A Christian’s fear also includes the knowledge that our loving 
father may discipline us when we choose to disobey (Hebrews 12:5-8). Our fear is one 
of respect and awe for who God is, what he did for us and what he is capable of doing 
(28-29).  
 
We build our fear of God by getting to know him: spending time in the Word, in prayer, 
listening to his wisdom. Each time we are obedient, we further build our relationship with 
God and know him more; therefore, building our fear. 
 
2. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego risked everything and were delivered from the 
flames; Daniel too, chose to risk his life, and he did not become a late-night snack for 
the lions. Many people, however, have risked and were not delivered. Read 1 Samuel 



15:22, John 14:21, and 1 John 2:3-6. In addition to fearing God and building the 
kingdom, which we’ll talk about in question 4, why should we face the “fire” when we do 
not know the outcome?  
 
It’s all about building our relationship with God! Obedience is pleasing to God (1 Samuel 
15:22). When we are obedient to God’s commands, we are showing him that we love 
him. In turn, we are blessed. We will be showered by love and Christ will further reveal 
himself to us, thus building intimacy with him (John 14:21). Finally, our obedience to 
God, or lack thereof, tells us just how healthy our relationship is with him (1 John 2:3-6). 
And who doesn’t want to be close to God! 
 
3. Read Daniel 3:28-30. How did the kingdom of God grow because Daniel’s friends 
risked everything? Read 6:25-27. How did the kingdom of God grow because Daniel 
faced the lions? What other people in the Bible took giant God-directed risks that 
resulted in the kingdom being grown? What God-directed risks can modern Christians 
take to build the kingdom? Share. 
 
Because Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego risked their lives to stand up for God, King 
Nebuchadnezzar proclaimed to the leaders and people residing in Babylon what God 
did. His power became known and people were directed to follow him. The three friends 
were also given greater leadership positions, places of influence, where they could 
share about God. 
 
Daniel too faced enormous risk that built up the kingdom of God, not just in Babylon, but 
in the known world. 
 
As for others in the Bible, there are many, such as Noah, Joseph, Abraham, the 
apostles in Acts. In fact, Acts 11:19-24 mentions that the gospel spread because of 
persecution. With each risk for God, the kingdom was furthered. 
 
4. Pastor Dan asked, “When your life is over, what story do you want it to tell? Share in 
the group. Contemplate this: Are you listening to the Holy Spirit and taking the risks that 
will give you the story you desire? Move to the Prayer/Ministry section here.  
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Gather into groups of 2-3 people. Ask the Holy Spirit what areas you should be taking 
risks in and spend a few minutes quietly listening for his guidance. Talk about risks that 
you can take now and pray about them with one another, asking for courage and 
strength.  
 
End in group prayer: Precious Father, thank you for taking the biggest risk of all for us 
on the cross. We are in awe of you. Please help us to spend time with you, building 
relationship with you, so we will have that healthy fear needed to hold to the convictions 
you’ve given us. Help us to have courage to take the risks that will further your kingdom 
and write the life story that we so desire. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 



Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon; 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 
iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
John 14:21: “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; 
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose 
Myself to him.” 
 


