
The Life of Daniel 
(Leader Guide) 

 

Week 2: Passing the Tests 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
When you were a teenager, what kind of test-taker were you? Share. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Courage: It’s something we all desire. Some people believe it means that we are not 
afraid of anything. In fact, it is quite the opposite. We all have moments of fear. It’s in 
those moments where we get to decide to be overcome by that fear or to have courage 
despite the fear. Open your heart to the Holy Spirit this week as he speaks to you about 
the supernatural courage that only God can give in the face of life’s tests, and how we 
can prepare ahead of time for those tests. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Faced with persecution, prison or even death, how might you respond? Read Daniel 
2:14-18. How did Daniel respond to the king’s threats? What kept him grounded? Read 
Isaiah 41:10 and John 14:27. Considering these verses and Daniel’s life, what steps 
can we take to prepare for our next crisis or test? 
 
Daniel calmly gathered the facts, respectfully asking for time. He then went to his 
friends and they all prayed.  
 
First, Daniel was a planner. He surrounded himself with godly men who helped him, not 
only with accountability, but to strengthen him in those times of crisis or testing that he 
knew would come. The men were prayer partners, who believed in the power of prayer. 
Though surely Daniel and his friends felt fear, they knew God and trusted that he was in 
control, rather than the king or the crisis. They knew God’s promises. 
 
2. Read Daniel 1:8, 6:12-16 and Luke 16:10. How did Daniel’s obedience in Chapter 1 
and other events in his life prepare him for the test he would face in Chapter 6? Do you 
have an example of a small act of obedience that prepared you for a larger test, and 
how did you manage to stick to your convictions? Share. 
 
Throughout Daniel’s life he was able to follow God’s commands and stick to his 
convictions that he had pre-determined because he practiced wisdom, listening to God’s 
voice, and acting in obedience in the smaller tests. Such practice matured him and built 



not only his relationship with God, but his trust in God, preparing him for the large test of 
the lion’s den. For us it is the same. God didn’t give Daniel a test he wasn’t ready for 
and he won’t expect us to handle a crisis that we are not ready for either. He promises 
in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able 
to endure it.” 
 
3. Read Daniel 6:10-11 and 2:19-20. How did Daniel’s prayer life aid in the development 
of his courage to obey, and his trust in God? How did Daniel pray? What happens to our 
convictions and courage when we have a consistent prayer life? Share some life 
examples. 
 
For Daniel, praying consistently (three times a day, at least), was his only hope to stand 
firm in his conviction–firm enough, in fact, to obey God and love well, despite the sin of 
others. 
 
Daniel was not only consistent but gave thanks and worshiped God. Face time with God 
is the only way to build us up for the kingdom. 
 
4. In Daniel 3, Daniel’s friends were told that they would be thrown into a fiery furnace if 
they did not bow down and worship an idol. Read Daniel 3:17-18 and Romans 8:28. 
What is so extraordinary about the men’s faith in this situation? How can you use 
Romans 8:28 in your next crisis or test? 
 
Just like Daniel, these men had been preparing their entire lives for this moment. They 
were prayed up and strengthened by God and one another. Nevertheless, the test was 
fierce. Imagine standing up to a king and speaking to him with the courage and 
conviction shown by these men, knowing you could die for your choice.  
 
We can also see their knowledge of God. They knew that God could save them but that 
he might choose to let them die because he had something better for them in mind. 
They chose God and they were rewarded with more responsibility and influence. We too 
can help influence others for the kingdom when we choose to have courage for God. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Pray: Dear Jesus, please grow us from the inside out. We so desire to trust you, to 
know you and to obey you, even in the little tests. Please help us to spend quality face 
time with you. Surround us with friends who can stand with us in our convictions, our 
faith and our prayers. In your name we pray, amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon; 



Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 
iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 8:28: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 
 
 


