
Week 4 
 

Core Values: Relationships Part 2 
 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Play a quick game of Two Truths and a Lie. Each person has a turn to share 3 facts about 
themselves: 2 truths and 1 lie. The rest of the group must guess which fact is not true! 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
William Shakespeare said, "No legacy is so rich as honesty," and isn't that so true?1 When we 
choose to be honest by dealing with the lies we've told or have been told and by living transparently, 
we choose life. Pastor Dan talked a lot this week about getting real with ourselves so we can be real 
with others. He explained that honesty and intimacy go hand-in-hand. In fact, depth and true 
relationship cannot happen without honesty and transparency. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Proverbs 24:26 in the NIV says, "An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.” Discuss the 
differences between kissing on the lips and kissing on the cheek. Why did the author of this verse 
compare honesty to kissing on the lips? Do you find that honesty and intimacy are interwoven in 
your life? Share. 
 
Cheek kissing is very common all over the world, showing family love, friendship or even as a 
greeting to an acquaintance. In contrast, a kiss on the lips is reserved as an intimate gesture, 
showing care, deep love, passion and intimacy. 
 
Interesting that the author of this passage would compare honesty and intimacy. Pastor Dan said, 
"Honesty and intimacy go hand-in-hand." In other words, where fakeness and dishonesty reside, 
deep relationships cannot grow or survive. When we don’t have truth, we don’t really know or trust 
one another and our relationships cannot flourish. 
 
2. The Message version of Deuteronomy 6:5 says, "Love God, your God, with your whole heart: love 
him with all that’s in you, love him with all you’ve got!” Break this verse down and discuss what is 
being asked of us, as believers. We can read the verse and simply say, "Oh yes, I love Jesus," but 
is this verse asking more of us? What does loving the Lord with everything look like in practice? 
Read Matthew 25:35. How might loving God wholly transfer to our relationships with others? 
 
Pastor Dan suggested that we notice the game changer—the word whole! Christ is not asking for 
part of our love but the whole enchilada! We are called to love God wholly! 
 
When we spend time with God in prayer, chatting with him, reading his word, worshipping him, we 
show him love. 
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 “All’s Well That Ends Well, Act III, Scene 5 :|: Open Source Shakespeare.” 



That kind of love naturally transfers to loving others. By loving others with action, we show our love 
to God. When we sacrifice time, energy, talents--when we share the gospel with others--we show 
Christ our love. When we love with our whole selves, there’s no place for falseness. We are honest 
and open, not just revealing the pretty parts of our lives; we are vulnerable, we fail, we say sorry and 
try again and we become people who can have real relationships because we are real. 
 
3. Read the following verses, discussing each one after you read it: Romans 12:9, Ecclesiastes 4:10 
and Galatians 6:2. What do these verses have in common? Why is it important to build relationships 
with our church family? 
 
These verses remind us that building relationships must be purposeful. It doesn’t happen 
accidentally. Real community takes work, sacrifice and humility. 
 
We are stronger when we are together and we are vulnerable when we are alone. 
 
4. Take some time as a group and talk about our culture of faking it. Discuss and share what makes 
it difficult to be real with others. Remembering our five core values, equipping, healing, sending, 
caring and relationships, break up into smaller groups and take time to encourage and pray 
specifically for one another to grow in these areas. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Pray, heavenly Father, we thank you for the message this week, spurring us on to live free from the 
bondage of lies, encouraging us to get real and get into growing relationships with those around us. 
We thank you for the core values our church holds and we ask that you speak to each of us this 
week. Holy Spirit, when we are at crossroads in conversations and we have a choice to fake it or be 
real, help us to be real. Lord, we thank you for the rich gift of relationships. Help us not to take that 
gift for granted. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday 
iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Proverbs 24:26: "An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.” 
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