
 
Week 3 

 
Core Values: Relationships Part 1 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Values are intriguing and almost always reflect the entity for which they are formed. There is a 
hospital whose values are dignity, service, excellence and justice. The first three make sense but 
the last value doesn’t seem to fit until you learn that the hospital is Catholic. Now the values make 
sense! Take a moment to share the values of an organization you have been or are involved with 
and explain how those values shape their end results. If you can’t remember any, try looking up the 
values of familiar companies like Facebook, Southwest Airlines or Chick-Fil-A on your phone. 
Discuss how the values reflect the personality of the organizations. Set a timer to keep this activity 
to five or six minutes. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
The truth is that our behavior reflects our values. In fact, others may look at our lives and determine 
what is of value to us. As a church, one of our core values is relationships. Today we’ll spend some 
time exploring the fundamentals of our relationships and how they play out in our day-to-day lives. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Acts 2:42-47. What words can you find in the passage that are related to being steadfast? 
What do these words tell us about the Christians in the passage? What was God’s response to their 
steadfastness? In what areas in your Christian walk are you steadfast? 
 
Some words that point to being steadfast are continually (verses 42 and 46), devoting (42) and day-
by-day (46). 
 
They reveal Christians who were committed to one another, dedicated to Christ and focused on their 
purpose. You cannot commit to something unless you believe in it. For example, if you want to get 
into shape and you go to the gym and the trainer gives you an exercise regimen, you need to first 
believe that this regimen is going to help you before you will commit to it. The Christians here 
believed wholly in Christ and in their purpose. 
 
Being steadfast is a quality admired by God. Because of the Christians’ dedication, God worked 
miracles and grew their numbers! 
 
If we want to get into shape spiritually and forge strong relationships, we too need to commit to 
being steadfast in our spiritual discipline by reading God’s word, praying, fellowshipping, caring for 
others and witnessing regularly. 
 
 
 
 



2. Read 1 John 4:7-11. In this passage, what is the key to building relationships with others and with 
Christ? How did Christ build loving relationships? Use examples from the Bible. How is our modern 
world counter-relational and what can we do to show love to those around us as Christ did during 
his time on Earth? 
 
Building relationships requires showing love to others. When we truly love others, we reveal that we 
also love Christ and know him. 
 
Showing love takes commitment and an investment of time. Jesus built his ministry on Earth for 
three and one-half years by having meaningful conversations that transformed people. His 
conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well; the time he spent with Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus; the long hours he spent with his disciples; sacrificially preaching, healing and living without 
conveniences, are all examples of Jesus’ approach to doing the will of his father by living his love.  
 
In this era of Facebook, Snapchat and texting, our conversations with others, including our own 
family members, tend to be superficial, which sadly, can lead to shallow relationships. And though 
we do not need to give up all these modern tools of communication, we can be intentional in how we 
spend time with others and how we show our love. We can choose to pick up the phone and call 
someone or meet them face-to-face and have a meaningful conversation that is edifying and 
relationship-building. We can take them out for coffee and pie and listen to them without distraction. 
We can be generous with our time and resources. 
 
3. Read Romans 12:3-5 and 9-11. What is this passage saying about relationships? What can we 
do that will help us put others before ourselves in this selfish and self-centered world? Is God 
prodding you to build up a relationship with someone specific in your life--putting them first, being 
humble, showing sacrificial love, asking forgiveness? Share. 
 
Devotion to others and putting others first are certainly highlighted, as is being humble. 
 
It is not easy to be selfless. We are regularly inundated by a media and a population that leans 
toward self-centeredness. The world says, “Look out for #1.” We as Christians need the help of 
Christ to look out for others instead. It takes humility and an eternal perspective to think of others 
and serve them as Christ did. Remembering that our reward is in Heaven rather than on Earth can 
certainly help. Do we want to pander to our own selfish desires that give us temporary pleasure or 
would we prefer to sacrifice our life to contribute to something that will have an eternal impact? 
 
4. Read 2 Peter 1:5-9. Discuss what this scripture is saying at face value. How can we as Christians 
put our roots down and establish ourselves in the Lord so we can start producing fruit? What do you 
need to change in your life to build a stronger relationship with Christ? Share. 
 
We must layer our Christian lives with the virtues taught in Scripture so that we can grow and strive 
and produce [sharing the gospel with success] in a land surrounded by dryness and despair. Just as 
the soil in Rancho Cucamonga needs a lot of care and attention for fruits and vegetables to grow in 
it, we need to work on our Christian virtues to grow and thrive. We live in an environment and 
society where God is neglected and a godless life is normalized. We are surrounded by sand and 
rocks on TV, Internet and other media. 
 
As Christians, we need to surround ourselves with things that please God and run away from the 
distractions of the environment in which we live. We can build our relationship with Christ by 
spending quality time with him in prayer, listening to his voice and being obedient to him, reading the 
Bible and memorizing verses. Through these things, we will build a firm relationship with Christ and 



the other virtues will emerge in our lives, enabling us to have loving relationships with those around 
us, sharing the gospel with them and showing them care. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Father, we come to you today and ask you to search our relationships and our hearts. Give us the 
courage to allow you to tread where you will and soften our hearts to receive your loving guidance 
and direction. Reveal to us where you would heal and restore and in your great mercy, Father, bring 
us to your throne to experience the fullness of your love and grace. Amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday 
iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Matthew 6:21: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

 


