
Week 2 
 

Core Values: Sending and Caring 
 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Have you heard it said, “If you love someone/something, let it go”? How difficult do you think it would 
be to do that? Why? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Today we will be talking about sending and caring. In a Christian’s life, these two things are 
intertwined. Through our discussion this week we will deeply consider how we can better obey 
Christ’s command in Matthew 28 to “go” and through our loving obedience we will forge a closer 
bond with Jesus Christ. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Matthew 28:18-20. According to this scripture, what is our obligation as believers? Why do 
we have trouble with the command to “go?” Why did Jesus speak about his authority when he gave 
the Great Commission and what other provisions did he promise us? How can you use this 
knowledge to obey God’s command to “go”? 
 
It is our obligation to “go” and share the gospel message. We call this the Great Commission and it 
is our purpose as Christians. It is how Christ desires to build the church. 
 
There are numerous reasons that people do not share the gospel. Some people are afraid of what 
others might think. Some may have doubt regarding their own faith; while others might be fearful of 
their own ignorance. Sharing the gospel may also simply be inconvenient. 
 
Blessedly, Jesus knows the human heart and mind. In these verses, Jesus declared that his power 
and authority are complete; they are sufficient and overflowing. In fact, specifically in verse 18, 
Jesus used the word all in describing his authority. As Pastor Dan often says, “All means all!” Jesus 
didn’t want us to question who is in charge or who has the power. The scripture then tells us that 
Christ further extended his power and authority to his disciples—which includes you and me, so that 
we too can “go” and build his kingdom. In short, this passage serves to remind us that Christ is the 
one in control of everything and that our all-powerful God promised never to leave us, which should 
be ever at the forefront of our minds to counter doubt, fear or any negative thoughts that might creep 
in and paralyze us from fulfilling our purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Read Matthew 10:37-39. Knowing that Jesus commands us to love those around us, this passage 
may seem odd until we look at Christ’s life. How did Jesus’ life parallel the words in the passage? 
What is his concern for us? What do you think when you hear in verse 38 that you should “take [up] 
your cross and follow after [him]”? How can you daily take up your cross? Share. 
 
Jesus knew what it felt like to have friends, family and neighbors despise him and yet he was not 
turned from his purpose. He knew the sacrifice of missing out on time with his loved ones as well. 
He was familiar with the pain of dying to self and later, physically dying on a cross. 
 
Jesus pointed out that just as we are not to be deterred from our great commission when those 
closest to us despise us for being Christians, as seen in Matthew 10:21-22, we also must not be 
deterred from our purpose to reach neighborhoods and nations because we love our parents or 
children more than him. Our reward will come later! 
 
Pastor Dan spoke this week about committing to Christ by volunteering to “go” despite conditions 
rather than because of them, which will result in our own spiritual maturation as we minister to 
others. 
 
3. Read 1 Peter 4:8 and 1:22. What do you think when you hear the word, fervent? What happens 
inside of you when you feel fervent about something or someone? How can fervency apply to caring 
for others and what benefits will we reap when we show people this kind of love? 
 
The common, contemporary definition of fervent is: “exhibiting or marked by great intensity of 
feeling, zealous.”1 Pastor Dan explained that in the Greek, fervent, or ekteno, goes beyond passion 
and means to “stretch out.” Just as a young person builds muscles by exercising to exhaustion and 
stretching out his or her muscles, so we build our faith and maturity in Christ Jesus when we stretch 
out beyond our comfort zone. Hence, the idea of fervently caring for others by extending God’s love 
may involve discomfort. 
 
4. Read Matthew 25:31-40. What is Jesus’ main point in these verses? Symbolically, who are the 
sheep and the goats? Read James 2:14-17. Is it enough to have good intentions, to say the right 
things? What does it take to care for the needy? Getting more personal, share some ideas about 
what you can do to care for those with whom you come in contact? Talk about how your group can 
get involved with a ministry. Look at the ministries that are already established and functioning in the 
church. 
 
Jesus’ final statement in this passage explains that when we care for the needy we care for him.  
 
One of the criteria Christ will use when he separates us will be according to how we treat the poor 
and needy. The sheep are loving and caring; while the goats are neglectful. In fact, according to 
verse 34, those who show real love will be “blessed” and “will inherit the kingdom.”  
 
While we are clearly saved by faith, our Christian walk requires us to care for others to be fully alive. 
In this, we must do more than just say, “love your neighbor as yourself, as stated in Mark 12:30-31;” 
we must demonstrate how Jesus’ love for us has transformed us by loving and caring for others 
when it is not easy or convenient. This passage reads as a stinging indictment if we give only lip 
service to helping others but do not leave our comfort zone to actually help others. Ekteno--stretch 
out! Remember, we should view every encounter with a needy person as an opportunity to minister 
to Jesus himself. 
 

                                                           
1
 “Fervent | Definition of Fervent by Merriam-Webster.” 



Prayer/Ministry 
Pray, heavenly Father, help us to follow your son’s command to “go.” We pray that you would give 
us a faith that is strong enough and deep enough to fulfill your plans and to do your work. Help us, 
Holy Spirit. Guide us to care for those in need, whether they are in our homes, our community, our 
nation or the world. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 
Devotionals based on the current sermon 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday 
iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
James 2:17: “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” 

 


