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Beyond 
 

Week 6: Inviting God into Our Relationships 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Share “worst ever” or “best ever” date stories. 
 
Open in Prayer 
Precious Jesus, please help us to have spiritually intentional relationships. Change our 
hearts and eyes as we interact with others. Help us to love people as you do, 
remembering they were created in your image! Give us humility, patience and kindness; 
and show us how to love well as we strive to become more like you. In the Name of 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
We are all involved in relationships–some good . . . and some not. We have various 
combinations of BFFs, spouses, siblings, parents, kids, friends, neighbors and 
colleagues; even people at the store or gas station. We all need relationships and God’s 
biblical plan to grow those relationships. This week, let’s take our relationships one step 
further by learning how to invite God intentionally into every relationship.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Many of Pastor Gary Thomas' books focus on the idea of applying a sacred regard to 
our everyday relationships, including parenting, dating, and marriage. How do you see 
God’s role in your various relationships?  
 
2. Read Genesis 1:27 and James 3:2. According to these verses, what do all people 
have in common? Read Luke 6:41-42. According to these three sets of verses, how 
should we treat people?  
 
Notes 
People are more alike than we think. Not only are we all made in God’s image, which is 
amazing and humbling at the same time, we are also sinners–every one of us.  
 
God knows how our minds work and our hearts toward others, which is why he included 
instructions on how to treat people. He knows our tendency is to judge others, even 
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when we are just as guilty. When we keep in mind that we are all equally sinful, equally 
loved by God, and all made in God’s image, it is easier to treat people respectfully, 
honorably and with love. 
 
3. Take turns reading John 4:1-29. How did Jesus show his love for this woman at the 
well? Take turns reading John 3:1-16. In what way did Jesus show his love for 
Nicodemus? What do these two stories have in common regarding relationships? 
 
Notes 
The woman at the well was a Samaritan and a woman. The Jews were not friendly 
toward Samaritans, even traveling many extra miles just to avoid Samaria. An 
unchaperoned woman, especially one of poor reputation, would also have been avoided 
by a Jewish man, especially a teacher. Jesus purposely sought her out, spoke with her 
in love and shared the gospel with her, and she repented. Then she shared with the 
town what had happened! Had Jesus ignored her or spoken with arrogance and disdain, 
she might have run away. But of course, this is Jesus we are talking about and he 
would not do that.  
 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee, one of a group of individuals who disagreed with Jesus 
loudly. In fact, Nicodemus felt the need to question Jesus in the night, probably to avoid 
being discovered in the company of Jesus. Jesus again responded in love and with 
respect. He did not argue in anger, but calmly shared the gospel message. Later in the 
Bible, we see that Nicodemus stood up for Jesus, reminding the Sanhedrin that the law 
required that the person on trial must be given a chance to be heard (John 7:50-51). 
Finally, after the crucifixion, Nicodemus provided the embalming spices and assisted 
Joseph of Arimathea in preparing Jesus’ body for burial. It seems, that like the woman 
at the well, Nicodemus also became a believer. 
 
Both stories are beautiful examples of Jesus modeling love effectively. Most people 
would have fled from these situations. Jesus embraced them and was rewarded with 
positive relationships. 
 
4. It’s one thing to say we will treat people with love and respect, but another thing to do 
it, which is why spiritual intentionality is important in our relationships. Read 1 Samuel 
16:7 and Philippians 4:8. Keeping these verses in mind, what does a spiritually 
intentional relationship look like? How have these types of relationships influenced your 
life?  
 
Notes 
The best way to successfully and continually build relationships is with intentionality. 
When we study the Bible, spend time in prayer and get to know the best relationship 
model there is, we can intentionally copy him in our own relationships. God sees people 
as he created them to be, not as the world sees them, so we need to see through his 
perspective. When we intentionally invite the Holy Spirit into each relationship, we are 
more likely to successfully copy Christ’s example. Finally, when we focus on the good in 
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people, as Philippians 4:8 entreats, we are more likely to see people through God’s 
eyes and show them love in our speech and actions. 
 
Prayer/Ministry  
As a group, take some time to share any breakthroughs in relationships thus far. Then 
spend some time giving thanks to the Father who made a way to covenant with us 
through his Son.  
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our edevotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076 or go to wolgroups.com 
and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” 
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