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Beyond 
 

Week 3: Covenants and Contracts  
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Think of all the online “terms of agreement” forms we quickly scroll through and sign (to 
register for a website or make a purchase). Have you ever read through one before 
signing and were surprised at what they were asking you to agree to? Share. 
 
Open in Prayer 
Pray Colossians 1:9-14 over your group:  
We 

“ask that [we] may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, so that [we] will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 
please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, 
for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. For 
He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom 
of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  
 

Thank you, Lord. In the Name of Jesus we pray. Amen 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Last week Pastor Dan taught on “living life as God intended,” which outlined the 
differences between the world’s culture and God’s culture; being selfless rather than 
selfish; and serving others instead of looking to be served. This week he focused on the 
differences between covenants and contracts and what each one requires of us as 
kingdom-builders. Let’s continue our study by looking at covenants and building 
relationships with others. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. In Genesis 18:18-19, God covenanted with Abraham, promising to make him a great 
nation, and to bless his descendants. Read Genesis 26:4-5 (God, speaking to Isaac). 
Did God choose to bless Abraham arbitrarily? Read Romans 4:18-22. How does 
Abraham’s life define faith for us within our relationship with God? 
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Notes 
When God cut covenant with Abraham, God knew he was dealing with someone who 
heard his voice and acted on what he heard in faith (Genesis 26:4-5), even though the 
promise seemed impossible.  
 
At the same time, the covenant was not contingent on what Abraham did, but what God 
promised to do. We can always count on God’s promises because he is faithful. In fact, 
God’s blessing in Genesis was even greater than it may seem on the surface, as God 
planned all along to send his own seed, Christ, to fulfill the promise he made to 
Abraham. Hebrews 11:13 says, that Abraham, like others, “died in faith, without 
receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 
distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.” 
 
2. Read Mark 4:19. What is this verse saying? How have you seen this play out in your 
life? How does your faith in God encourage you to follow his ways for your life rather 
than what culture dictates? Have you seen a difference in your relationships because of 
this?  
 
Notes 
Pastor Dan reminded us this week that even as believers we are often “far more 
influenced by our culture than we are by Jesus and his Word.” It’s easy to lose 
perspective and look at life in the present, rather than through the eyes of eternity. 
 
3. Read Ephesians 5:1-20, breaking it down and discussing how counter-culture the 
lifestyle of a believer truly is supposed to be. How can operating in this way change your 
friendships? Your marriage? Your dealings with non-believers? 
 
4. Read Romans 12:1-2. What are these verses entreating us to do? Read 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 and Hebrews 13:20-21. How can our minds be renewed so we can we be 
changed into useful citizens for God?  
 
Notes 
Because of the covenant we have entered with God through Christ, we are called, like 
him, to offer up our obedience to his will as a sacrifice. That means we have forfeited 
our rights to what the world tells us is good, and instead chosen to live our lives 
according to the will of the Father, trusting what he says is good.  
 
If we think we can just let the “spirit guide us” without disciplining ourselves with the 
Bible and the truths therein, we have already deceived ourselves. The enemy is too 
happy to offer us a counterfeit spirit that will still guide us, but toward what our flesh 
desires. We are told in 1 John 4:1, to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”  
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Prayer/Ministry  
Direct the group to prayerfully consider a current relationship that may be broken or 
strained. Ask them to commit to pray daily for that individual as if they were praying for 
themselves.  Break into smaller groups and pray that we all grow closer to God and that 
His will for each individual and their relationship is revealed as He guides us through our 
individual tests. Commit to be supportive and encourage one another to see it through 
to God’s end result.  
 

Taking it Home 

 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our edevotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076 or go to wolgroups.com 
and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV): “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even 
death on a cross!” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


