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Beyond 
 

Week 2: Living Life as God Intended 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Have you ever had a device (tablet, computer, phone) so full of data or viruses that you 
just wanted to throw it out? What did you do? What is the rational thing to do?  
 
Open in Prayer 
Dear Lord, we invite you again to sit on the throne of our hearts. Your supreme and 
perfect ways produce eternal fruit that we can rejoice in and be proud of. Give us the 
courage and grace to see where we can improve our relationships by living out of the 
Spirit rather than the flesh. Let us be transformed by the renewing of our minds as we 
study your word. In the Name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
From the beginning, God set the world and everything in it into motion with laws for life–
laws that intended us to live in harmony with him and with other people. When we do 
not allow ourselves to be shaped by the instructions for life given to us by God, the 
world and our culture are more than happy to fill that vacuum with laws of their own, 
whether good or bad, rational or not. Most often, those laws are going to dictate self-
preservation, feed selfish desires, and motivate selfish ambition, rather than pointing us 
to God and looking to the interests of others. This week we’ll look at Jesus’ vision of 
law. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Take turns reading Matthew 19:1-9. Though God saw marriages as lasting covenants 
that should not be broken, why did he allow Moses to create a law permitting divorce? 
Why do we need laws at all, besides “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31)? 
 
Notes 
God originally designed marriage to be a lasting covenant, not to be broken. In fact, 
Jesus said in Mark 10:6-9, “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 
female. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’” So what happened? It is fascinating to see 
how the breaking of one law (Adam and Eve in the garden) opened the floodgates to 
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countless other laws. With sin, we need laws when obedience is not the natural 
behavior, or we will hurt other people. With man’s hardness of heart, God allowed 
Moses to write a law for divorce, “for the ungodly and sinners” (1 Timothy 1:9). Even for 
Christians, any place we are not allowing the Holy Spirit to reign, we are in need of 
rules: in our marriages, friendships, for our moral behavior. Rules, however, are difficult 
to follow. 
 
 
2-3. Read Matthew 5:17-48, concentrating on verses 38-48. How is Jesus’ approach to 
God’s laws different from that of the scribes and Pharisees (people who were focused 
on following the rules)? Discuss some of those differences. How do you approach rules 
and instructions—trying to do the bare minimum or looking at things from Jesus’ point of 
view? Share. 
 
Notes 
This weekend Pastor Dan explained our human nature regarding laws: Even with traffic 
laws we often look for how much we can get away with and still be “legal.” It was no 
different in Jesus’ day. Teaching the laws of God to people who would be empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, Jesus sounded revolutionary and controversial. Fidelity wasn’t fidelity 
if there was even a thought of lust. Your word was your word whether you took an oath 
or not. A Roman soldier was legally allowed to command a Jew to carry his pack for a 
mile. In verse 41 Jesus said, “Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.” He 
was teaching us that obedience to God and his laws starts and ends with blessing and 
loving others.  
 
4. Read Romans 8:1-5 and 6:17-18. We all sin, so what is the remedy for a hard heart? 
What is the proof that we are living Spirit-led lives? Have you seen this fruit in your 
journey as a believer? Share.  
 
Notes 
These two portions of Paul’s letter to the Romans can both encourage and convict us. 
Where the new law of love is like braces on a set of teeth, forcing them to grow in 
straight, the Holy Spirit is like a retainer keeping them in line and preventing them from 
getting crooked once again. But we don’t put a retainer on crooked teeth! Once we have 
submitted ourselves to become slaves of righteousness rather than slaves of sin via the 
Holy Spirit, we are to starve our sin nature. Meanwhile our spirit strengthens as we feed 
it with the Word and by living life in loving obedience to God.  
 
Our fruit is obvious in that our choices reflect God’s law of love. We yearn to obey God 
and to love others. In short, we decrease. Psalm 119:40 (ESV) says this: “Behold, I long 
for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life!” 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Split up into groups of 2-4. If possible, try to place a stronger leader with those just 
starting out. Pray for strength for those who need to own their part in broken 
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relationships with others or with God. Encourage one another to come back next week 
to share the breakthroughs! 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our edevotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076 or go to wolgroups.com 
and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 8:5-6: “Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the 
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 
what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed 
by the Spirit is life and peace.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


