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Week 1: Loving Children 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
What is your favorite Peanuts cartoon character and why?1 
 
Open in Prayer 
Dear Lord, we are thankful for the people who are within our influence: the children and 
all who may look up to us. We are sorry for the times we missed the mark. We know 
you love these sons and daughters with your profound and perfect love. As we gather to 
grow through your word, please show us how to love as you do. In the Name of Jesus 
we pray. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
The Bible has a plan for relationships that is “beyond this world, this culture and our 
feelings,” and it all boils down to love.2 There are at least a hundred verses about the 
topic, which says something about its importance. Throughout this series, we will study 
how to love others beyond the world’s expectations. This week specifically, we’ll look at 
how we love children. 
 
Regardless of how adults are portrayed in the Peanuts cartoon, we all influence children 
and others younger than ourselves. An old African proverb reminds us, “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” We have the honor of influencing our own kids, step kids (who 
are our kids), grandkids and others who look up to us. We can be an influence in the 
grocery store, in our neighborhood, at church. With each encounter, we get to show 
them love or something less. Let’s open our hearts to the Holy Spirit’s wisdom as we 
begin our study. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read 1 Corinthians 13, skipping verses 4-7. What is God’s view on love?  
 

                                                           
1 Noble, “Good Grief, Charlie Brown!” 
2 Pastor Dan Carroll 
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2. As you read each scripture below, pause and discuss the instructions on how to love 
others. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 16:14; and Matthew 7:12. Which instructions are 
easy to apply to children and which ones are more difficult? Why? 
 
Notes 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Reminds us what love looks like: patient, kind . . .. 
1 Corinthians 16:14: Instructs us to give our words and actions a foundation of love. 
Matthew 7:12: Tells us to treat people as we want to be treated. 
 
3. Read Romans 12:10; Ephesians 4:32; and Philippians 2:3-4. How might we use 
these verses in our encounters with children? Give some life examples.  
 
Notes 
Romans 12:10: Uses words like “devoted” and “preference” and “honor” in relation to 
others. 
Ephesians 4:32: Sets Christ as our perfect example: one who is kind, tenderhearted and 
forgiving. 
Philippians 2:3-4: Reminds us to be humble, placing others above ourselves, including 
their interests. 
 
4. Read John 13:34 and 15:12-13. According to these verses, what are we commanded 
to do? Practically speaking, what does this look like and how can we be successful in 
this endeavor? What should we do when we fail in front of a child or someone who 
looks up to us? 
 
Notes 
We are commanded to love as Christ loved us, laying down our lives for those around 
us, including children.  
 
This command seems impossible. In fact, it is impossible to keep if we try to do so on 
our own. As we interact with children (all people for that matter), we must do so with 
God’s perspective, with his loving eyes–not our sinful, selfish ones. Only then can we 
lay aside our own wants and needs and treat children with real, deep and life-giving 
love. Meditating on and memorizing verses like those we studied today; praying; fasting; 
calling on the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and strength–those are the paths to learning how to 
truly love. 
 
We are all human, so we will fail. Sometimes that failure hurts those around us, 
especially the children in our lives. Being honest that we too are works in progress and 
need forgiveness, not only opens dialogue and builds relationship, it shows them how to 
behave when they fail.  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Spend a few moments considering a recent experience where you could have reacted 
more lovingly with someone under your influence. Break into groups of 2-3 and pray 
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that the love of God be shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit and that we 
intentionally love them as God does and treat them as God would. 
 

Taking it Home 

 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our edevotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076 or go to wolgroups.com 
and click on the eDevotional button.  

 
Memory Verse 
Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

 


