
SECOND CHANCES WEEK 1 
 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
If you have children or a good memory of your own childhood, share a comical moment 
when they or you ridiculously passed blame onto someone else. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
 
Children need their parents to give them second chances. They break their toys while 
mistreating them and then in sorrow lift the broken pieces up asking for them to be 
fixed. This is akin to children of God asking Christ for a second chance when we have 
broken parts of our lives. However, all too often our wrong thinking ruins our second 
chances. Over the next four weeks we are going to talk about ways to have right 
thinking before God to prepare us for successful second chances. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Peter denied Jesus during a crucial moment of his teacher’s life. Imagine how 
distraught he was during those days and nights following Christ's crucifixion. Turn to 
Mark 16:6-7 and read what the angel said to those who had gone to Jesus' grave and 
found it empty. Note what the angel said. What do you think it did for Peter to hear that 
he was named specifically? How does that encourage you? Has there ever been a time 
when you felt that God called you by name when you had failed or all but given up? 
 
2. Turn to Acts 2:22-36 and 4:8-13. What changes do you see in Peter’s character from 
before Christ died to his character following Christ’s resurrection? Discuss your own 
spiritual journey. Can you see your own changes? Share.  
 
3. Read Acts 4:13 again. Has someone ever told you they could recognize that you’ve 
been with Jesus, or have you ever recognized a change in someone else? Share. 
 
4. Take turns reading Proverbs 4:1-13 and Proverbs 9:10. How does one procure 
wisdom and understanding in a world that bombards us constantly with the latest 
advice? Through the wisdom of the Bible, reflect on past mistakes. In light of the 
scripture, does your perspective change? How could scripture have helped you avoid 
those mistakes and how can it help you make wise decisions in the future? Share. 
 



5. Read Deuteronomy 31:15-22 and 2 Chronicles 7:14. God told Moses to write a song 
and teach it to the Israelites. Notice God’s language as he told Moses his purpose. 
What does God know that his people will do? What is the purpose of the song? What 
does this tell us of God’s desire to give us second chances? Turn to Revelation 15:2-3 
and read aloud. What does this tell you about the mercy of God? 
 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
As a group, thank God for the second chances you’ve had in your life. Ask him for 
revelations regarding areas of your life that need wisdom. Spend a couple of minutes 
waiting on the Lord with quiet time to hear from him. Share revelations with the group if 
you’re comfortable doing so. Ask if anyone needs specific prayer and pray for them. 
 
 

Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Ephesians 1:7 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
Reflect: Just as Christ forgave Peter and did not desert him as well as the Israelites, 
time and time again, Christ will also forgive you. 
Respond: Like Peter, you have been specifically called. Thank God that he has not 
deserted you and repent of anything that is keeping you from him. 
 
Day 2: Read: Deuteronomy 30:1-7 and 31:6. 
Reflect: God wants to forgive us. He wants us to return to him. He will never leave us or 
abandon us and he does give us courage to trust him. 
Respond: Praise God for his love, understanding and kindness. He is always there for 
you. Reflect over the last few days or further back, and list some of the ways you’ve 
experienced God’s love, forgiveness and kindness. Ask him to give you courage to trust 
him. 
 
Day 3: Read: Job 5:9-16 and Romans 11:33-36. 
Reflect: God is so great! He performs miracles—wonders. Vast is his wisdom and 
knowledge. 
Respond: Thank God every day that he is the God of miracles and that he has blessed 
you with second chances. Find a place alone today (Go on a walk, hide in a closet…) 
and worship God, exalting him and specifically naming his amazing characteristics. 
 
Day 4: Read: Proverbs 3:7, all of chapter 9 and James 1:5-8. 
Reflect: We should not rely on our own wisdom or for that matter, the world’s wisdom. 
We should fear the Lord and stay in his Word to gain understanding. 
Respond: Ask God to make clear to you where you have been relying on the world’s 
wisdom rather than his. Using a concordance or online resources, search for scriptures 
regarding God’s desire to give us wisdom. Using those scriptures, pray in faith that he 



will give you wisdom, specifically about your wrong thinking. Praise him for his 
promises. 
 
Day 5: Read: 2 Timothy 4:8, Hebrews 9:28 and Psalm 37:7. 
Reflect: Waiting on the Lord should be our joy. We are not to fret for we know our sins 
are forgiven. We can eagerly wait for Christ’s return. 
Respond: Spend time waiting on the Lord. Listen for his voice. Pray that your faith and 
trust in him will grow exponentially and be used to give glory and praise to his kingdom. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Isaiah 40:31: “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up 
with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become 
weary.” 
 


