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INTRODUCTION 

• Death is an unwelcome intruder in life, yet on many 
levels it can be a blessing. 

• Of all the signs Jesus did, the miracles that would point 
to His Messiahship, none was as great as this miracle. 

• John 20:30-31, “Jesus performed many other signs in 
the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded 
in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in His name.” 
 

I. GOD IS ALWAYS ON TIME 

• John 11:25-26 NIV, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 

• When we offer our trials to God, He chooses to remove 
them or retain them. 

• This story is framed by the love of Jesus for Lazarus 
and his family. 

• God’s delays are inevitable, but they are never final. 
 
II. GOD IS ALWAYS GREATER THAN OUR EXPECTATION 

• John 11:23, “Your brother will rise again.” 

• Why didn’t Jesus come quickly? 

• The fact that He loves us is no guarantee that we will 
be sheltered from the problems and pains of life. 
 

 

• John 11:21, Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here my brother would not have died.” 

• We must face our present situations while also keeping 
the future in view. 

 
III. GOD ALWAYS IDENTIFIES WITH OUR PAIN 

• John 11:33, “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came along also weeping, He was deeply 
moved in Spirit and troubled.” 

• In this world tragedies and injustices are 
commonplace. 

• Shortest verse in the Bible, “Jesus wept.” 

• We never cry alone, God Almighty weeps with us. 
 
IV. GOD ALWAYS HAS THE POWER TO CHANGE OUR 

LIVES 

• John 11:40, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 

• Death is an enemy, and Satan uses the fear of death 
as a terrible weapon. 

• Hebrews 2:14-15, “Since the children have flesh and 
blood, He too shared in their humanity, so that by His 
death He might destroy him who holds the power of 
death-that is the devil and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 

• Be confident in your prayers: “Lazarus get out here!” 

• The greatest question for all of us to answer, “Do you 
believe this?” 


