
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 9 

JOHN 9:1-41 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• This weekend Pastor spoke on the blind man who was healed by Jesus. Why was the 

man blind?  

• Since the time you’ve been following Jesus Christ, from what blindness has He healed 

you? 

Pastor pointed out that Jesus had just declared He was God in the Temple and had been driven 

out, then heads down the road to a “divine appointment” where He comes across the blind 

man asking for alms (not a healing). The man had been blind from birth, but the “why” was 

never a concern for Jesus. Instead, Jesus is telling us we are not called to analyze, but to touch 

life.  Jesus came to heal the spiritually blind.  

OPEN IN PRAYER  

Father God, once more I thank You for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is our bridge back to 

relationship with You. Like the blind man, I too want “to see” spiritually because John 9:39 tells 

me that Jesus “came into this world, so that those who do not see may see…” In the words of 

the healed man in John 9, “Lord, I believe.”  And I worship You.  Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 



 

 

INTRODUCTION  

As Jesus heads down the road, He passes a man, blind from birth, begging alms. Jesus 

recognized this as a divine appointment from His Father. However, His disciples, like many 

others, saw the man and analyzed why this man was blind in the first place. Pastor points out 

that everyone in John 9 is blind: His disciples, the blind man’s parents, the Pharisees, the 

crowd. The only one who can see is the man who is healed from physical blindness.   

DISCUSSION  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 9:1-3. 

a. As you read John 9:1-3, can you relate to the disciples, and if so, why? Why not? 

b. Why did Pastor say that everyone in this chapter is blind? 

Jesus saw with spiritual eyes - He did what the Father asked Him to do - what we now refer to 

as “divine appointments.” We pray for physical healing for ourselves and others, but consider 

asking the Father to heal us from any spiritual blindness - to see as He does and open our 

hearts so He can use us even more. Jesus touched those in need, like this blind man, as Pastor 

put it by “barging right into his life and got away with it. How come?” Because He was Spirit led 

(crucial for us to be Holy Spirit led), He cared, and He offered this man what no one else had 

offered:  contact, hope, love and attention. He is our example. 

c. When you see or hear of a neighbor/person in need, a homeless person you may see on 

the street, at the gas station, or food-mart, what do you do/think?  Are you Spirit led? 

d. Please share a “divine appointment” experience.  Were you embarrassed?  Did the Holy 

Spirit surprise you with boldness to speak/reach out to someone you may normally not 

reach out to?  Did your faith grow? 

2. READ MATTHEW 5:3-12 AND JOHN 9:5, 34. 

a. Why did Pastor say “wrong thinking makes for a rough life?” 

b. What drove Jesus to heal this blind man? 



 

 

Jesus recognized this as a divine appointment. But not even His disciples could see that. Jesus 

addressed the “wrong thinking” of His disciples, the local people, the Pharisees, and even the 

man’s parents. In his reading from Matthew 5, the Beatitudes, God gives us instruction on the 

correct way of thinking. John 9:5 shows we are not called to analyze but to touch life.  Jesus 

touched life with His compassion, not judgment.   

c. Are the beatitudes a judgment or a declaration for followers of Jesus Christ? 

Interesting commentary from Theology of Work (TOW) Project on The Beatitudes (Matthew 

5:1-11)  “…The Sermon on the Mount opens with the beatitudes - eight statements beginning 

with the word blessed.  This word affirms a state of blessing that already exists. Each beatitude 

declares that a group of people usually regarded as afflicted is actually blessed. Those blessed 

do not have to do anything to attain this blessing. Jesus simply declares that they have already 

been blessed. Thus the beatitudes are first of all declarations of God’s grace. They are not 

conditions of salvation or roadmaps to earn entry to God’s kingdom…The beatitudes describe 

the character of God’s kingdom, but they are not conditions of salvation…If it were not for 

God’s grace, no one would actually be blessed. The beatitudes are not a judgment against all 

who fail to measure up. Instead, they are a blessing for any who consent to join themselves to 

God’s kingdom as it “comes near.” 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• When you see how Jesus sought out the man he healed and who had been put out of 

the synagogue by the Pharisees, what does that say to you about Jesus? 

• Why was it shared during this week’s sermon that the blind guy is the only one in the 

story who could actually see? 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• The man who had been blind stood up to the Pharisees as they grilled him for the 

second time and answered them “…one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 

I see”… “If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” And because of this, he 

is rejected by everyone by the end of John 9, everyone except Jesus. Furthermore, 

because Jesus had done His part, He moves on from this scene trusting His Father to 



 

 

do His part. But when Jesus hears that the man had been “excommunicated” by 

everyone, “He sought him out,” told him of His Deity, and the man said, “I believe, 

Lord.”  And He worshipped Him.”   

RESPOND  

• What have you learned about Jesus from His interaction with the man who had been 

blind?  

• The healed man surrendered to Jesus and worshipped Him in his heart.  How does 

this motivate you? 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE  

John 9:35-38  

 

“Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, ‘Do you believe in the Son 

of Man?’  He answered, ‘Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?’  Jesus said to him, ‘You 

have both seen Him, and He is the one who talking with you.’  And he said, “Lord, I believe.” 

And he worshiped Him.” 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 9 

Our Lord performed miracles in order to meet human needs. But He also used those miracles 

as a “launching pad” for a message conveying spiritual truth. Finally, His miracles were His 

“credentials” to prove that He was indeed the Messiah. “The blind receive their sight” was one 

such messianic miracle (Matt. 11:5), and we see it demonstrated in this chapter. Jesus used this 

miracle as the basis for a short sermon on spiritual blindness (John 9:39-41) and a longer 

sermon on true and false shepherds (John 10:1-18). 

I am told that in the United States somebody goes blind every twenty minutes. The man we 

meet in this chapter was born blind; he had never seen the beauty of God’s creation or the 

faces of his loved ones. When Jesus arrived on the scene, everything changed, and the man was 



 

 

made to see. However, the greatest miracle was not the opening of his eyes but the opening of 

his heart to the Savior. It cost him everything to confess Jesus as the Son of God, but he was 

willing to do it. 

The easiest way to grasp the message of this chapter is to note the stages in this man’s growing 

understanding of who Jesus is. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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