
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 8 

JOHN 8:1-59 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever been the one to “catch someone with their hand in the cookie jar?” What was your 

reaction? 

• If you were the one being caught, how would you hope your “catcher” would react to you?  

Everyone has been “caught in the act” of something. It is a feeling of wanting a hole to hide in. 

How we react to others and how we would want others to react to us is worth thinking about. 

Think of the types of “cookie jars” someone might be caught in. How would your reaction 

change depending on the act you caught someone in or were caught in? 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Precious Jesus, thank You that You know us well, and love us anyway! Your mercy is for always 

and always and we need it! Forgive us, because we need it, not because we deserve it. We 

understand that You loved us even when we were still in our sin and did not acknowledge You. 

Your love for us is baffling, but we cannot live without it. Help us to remember what You have 

forgiven in us, and help us to forgive each other. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This is the story of throwing rocks; about someone “caught in the act,” which is something 

we can all relate to. We can relate to the feeling of “where is the hole I can crawl into?” In this 

case, being caught in the act is not about a speeding ticket, not about thievery, but about a 

situation that calls for execution by stoning. Much bigger consequences than many of us 

have faced. John 8 is a story of light over darkness. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 8:1-6. 

a. The religious leaders interrupted Jesus’ teaching in the temple by bringing in a woman 

caught in adultery. They asked Jesus to judge her. What does John say was their motive?  

b.  What did the religious leaders hope Jesus would say?  

The Mishnah (the oldest Jewish oral laws) taught that a man caught in adultery would be 

executed by rope and the woman was to be stoned to death (Deut. 22:22-24). Here, the Jewish 

leaders brought only the woman for judgment. Nothing is said about the man. 

c. Verse 6 says Jesus stooped to write in the ground. What did He write? 

d. Do you think Jesus knew what they were trying to do? How did He know what was in their 

hearts? 

In the Greek, katagrapho, the prefix Kata means down, or against; to record a record against. 

Jesus may have been writing the sins of the religious leaders who then recognized what He was 

doing. John is a book about the miracles of Jesus, miracles that could only have been done by 

God.  

2. READ JOHN 8:7-11. 

John 8:7 may be the scariest moment of this woman’s life. Jesus did not judge her, but did 

not defend her either. He invited them to carry out their execution, but with a challenge.  



 

 

a. Have you ever been ready to judge someone and realized that you, yourself, (unlike sinless 

Jesus) have also done wrong? How did that realization change your attitude?  

She was used to trap Jesus, and expected to pay with her life. Instead of condemning her, Jesus 

challenged them, leaving her at their mercy. The religious leaders intended to make trouble for 

Jesus by using her, but Jesus did not rise to that and turned the situation around and exposed 

them.  

b. As the religious leaders filed out of the courtyard, one at a time, no one was left to judge 

her. Why is it significant that they left one at a time? 

c. In verses 9-11, when everyone was gone, just the woman and Jesus were left. What did 

Jesus do then? 

d. Read John 8:12-59. What three names did Jesus give for Himself? 

Jesus said He is the Light, the Truth, and He is God. He was the light for this woman who was 

surely dead due to her sin, but was given life. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Jesus did not judge the woman brought to Him, even though He was God. He chose 

to have mercy on her, an act that only God could have done. Take some time to 

thank Him for His Mercy and Grace on us! 

• How does knowing Jesus is God change your view of Him?  

Jesus did not pass judgment on the woman brought to Him; He could have, but He chose not 

to do so, instead using her life situation for a greater purpose. John 3:17 says He did not come 

to condemn, but to save. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” John 8:12. Ask Him now to be the light in your 

life and bring light to your path. 



 

 

RESPOND  

• Jesus said, “If you continue in my Word, then you are truly My disciples” John 8:31. 

Take time to daily read His Word and challenge yourself to act on it. 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 8:12 

 

"Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; the one who follows 

Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’” 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 8:11-19 

Grace and Law (8:11)  

The Feast of Tabernacles had ended, but Jesus took advantage of the opportunity to minister 

to the pilgrims in the temple. During the feast, word had quickly spread that Jesus was not only 

attending but openly teaching in the temple (see Luke 21:37). He taught in the court of the 

women at the place where the treasury was situated (John 8:20). The scribes and Pharisees 

knew where He would be, so they hatched their plot together. They would not be likely to catch 

a couple in the “very act” of adultery, so we wonder if the man (who never was indicted!) was 

part of the scheme. The law required that both guilty parties be stoned (Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22) 

and not just the woman. It does seem suspicious that the man went free. The scribes and 

Pharisees handled the matter in a brutal fashion, even in the way they interrupted the Lord’s 

teaching and pushed the woman into the midst of the crowd. The Jewish leaders, of course, 

were trying to pin Jesus on the horns of a dilemma. If He said, “Yes, the woman must be 

stoned!” then what would happen to His reputation as the “friend of publicans and sinners”? 

The common people would no doubt have abandoned Him and would never have accepted 

His gracious message of forgiveness. But, if He said, “No, the woman should not be stoned!” 



 

 

then He was openly breaking the law and subject to arrest. On more than one occasion, the 

religious leaders had tried to pit Jesus against Moses, and now they seemed to have the perfect 

challenge (see John 5:39–47; 6:32ff.; 7:40ff.). 

Instead of passing judgment on the woman, Jesus passed judgment on the judges! No doubt 

He was indignant at the way they treated the woman.  He was also concerned that such 

hypocrites should condemn another person and not judge themselves. We do not know what 

He wrote on the dirt floor of the temple. Was He simply reminding them that the Ten 

Commandments had been originally written “by the finger of God” (Ex. 31:18), and that He is 

God? Or was He perhaps reminding them of the warning in Jeremiah 17:13? It was required by 

Jewish law that the accusers cast the first stones (Deut. 17:7). Jesus was not asking that sinless 

men judge the woman, for He was the only sinless person present. If our judges today had to 

be perfect, judicial benches would be empty. He was referring to the particular sin of the 

woman, a sin that can be committed in the heart as well as with the body (Matt. 5:27–30). 

Convicted by their own consciences, the accusers quietly left the scene, and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman. He forgave her and warned her to sin no more (John 5:14). We must not 

misinterpret this event to mean that Jesus was “easy on sin” or that He contradicted the law. For 

Jesus to forgive this woman meant that He had to one day die for her sins. Forgiveness is free 

but it is not cheap. Furthermore, Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law so that no one could justly 

accuse Him of opposing its teachings or weakening its power. By applying the law to the 

woman and not to themselves, the Jewish leaders were violating both the letter and the spirit 

of the law—and they thought they were defending Moses! 

The law was given to reveal sin (Rom. 3:20), and we must be condemned by the law before we 

can be cleansed by God’s grace. Law and grace do not compete with each other; they 

complement each other. Nobody was ever saved by keeping the law, but nobody was ever 

saved by grace who was not first indicted by the law. 

There must be conviction before there can be conversion. Nor is Christ’s gracious forgiveness 

an excuse to sin. “Go, and sin no more!” was our Lord’s counsel. “But there is forgiveness with 

Thee, that Thou mayest be feared” (Ps. 130:4). Certainly the experience of gracious forgiveness 

would motivate the penitent sinner to live a holy and obedient life to the glory of God. 
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