
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 7 

John 7:1-53 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• What would you say is your first/highest non-negotiable personal value or principle? 

• Describe one pressure to compromise your principles you resisted.  

Jesus lived His life under enormous pressure, yet He never compromised His mandate to fulfill 

His calling. His life throughout this chapter exemplifies living a principled life for God. Encourage 

personal sharing in the group, whether a monumental pressure or even just a slight one. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Jesus, thank You for the life You lived and the unfathomable sacrifice You made to completely 

satisfy our Father. Holy Spirit, I pray that You will open the eyes of our hearts to Your Word and 

bring deep discernment, revelation, and grace to live a life of unwavering godly principles. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The world has changed dramatically over the decades. But as chapter 7 of the Book of John 

makes clear, even in Jesus’ time, everyone had an opinion.  This continues today, and is 

currently amplified by the influence of polls. There are opinion polls on just about anything 

and our culture is becoming more heavily influenced by these opinion polls and social media 

with increasing pressure to compromise our principles to conform. These pressures can be 

the lions of our life, just like the actual and virtual lions many bible characters faced. The 

issue to consider; are we living a life based upon opinions, or are we standing firm on 

principle? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ISAIAH 12:2-4.  

a. Discuss lions in your life that need to be tamed, and how you prepare to deal with them.   

When we live a life based on (Biblical) principles, we are secure because those principles are 

based on facts, not wavering opinions. If we live a life based on principles, we can be steadfast 

rather than compromising or making excuses.  Principles are not formed in the fire when we 

come under pressure, rather they should be formed beforehand. If we stand on them when the 

lions come, that will fortify them. 

b. What is one monumental takeaway from the Feast of Booths pastor spoke of? Has that 

deepened your desire to live a principled life? 

The Feast of Booths was about remembering the time Israel spent wandering in the desert in 

tents, but more importantly it looked ahead to the promised Messiah, Jesus. That in fact Jesus 

lived a perfect life, not marred by sin, and He always stood on scriptural principle should 

encourage us to live a life based on His principles.  

c. In verses 3 through 5 of John 7, Jesus’ brothers ridiculed Him and did not believe in Him as 

the Messiah. They wanted to send Him away. Jesus identified with everything we have and 

will endure. What does this mean to you?  



 

 

Jesus understands and empathizes with the pressure we feel to conform or compromise. Even 

his own family members did not believe in him - until after he rose again.  The book of James 

was ultimately written by one of these brothers who ridiculed him. As with Jesus, if we live a 

principled life based on God’s heart as revealed to us in the scriptures, God will in due time sort 

it all out and vindicate us. 

d. Jesus was steadfast in knowing His time had not come so He did not go to the festival. 

How does that impact your desire to be steadfast? 

Jesus was always committed to His Father’s will, and His time had not yet fully come. He 

remained steadfast in listening to and honoring His Father’s will; as should we. 

2. READ MATTHEW 13:55-56.  

a. What has been the most poignant memory you have where a close friend betrayed your 

trust? Have you sought out freedom from the wound(s)? How has that changed your level of 

trust with God? 

We have probably all experienced some level of betrayal, hopefully when that happened each 

of us committed to living the will of God, and He will use the situation to deepen our faith. 

b. Are you fearful to submit to the will of God? If comfortable to discuss, explain why or why 

not? 

Encourage openness.  This might be a good time to remind members that what we talk about 

in our small group is kept confidential within the group. 

c. Considering Matthew 13:55-56, was there ever a time when you felt like a fish out of 

water? Describe what that felt like and how you responded. 

d. Give an example of how you can swim upstream (against the flow) like Nicodemus. 

To live in Jesus, we will have to go against the flow. Nicodemus is the religious leader who 

initially came to Jesus in the night, as if afraid or ashamed.  Later he was thoughtfully bold 

enough to ask for Jesus’ body after He was crucified.  That was swimming against the flow! 

  



 

 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

 

• If you feel like you have been living your life based on the opinions of others; what do 

you feel Jesus is saying to you through this teaching?  

 

We should learn His principles as laid out in the Bible, and then try to live our lives based on 

those principles, not the opinions of others around us or “what people say”. 

 

• We all hear a lot of opinions from our families and the world. How has this shaped 

your walk with Jesus? 

 

Does this make you try to follow Jesus more closely, so as to influence others for God?  Or do 

you sometimes just walk your walk with Jesus when you’re away from those people? 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Take five minutes each day to reflect on one foundational principle that the Holy 

Spirit revealed to you through this teaching. Apply this principle each day to create a 

solid foundation.   

RESPOND  

• Jesus has provided us with the tools we need to live under pressure.  Remember that 

Jesus is crazy about you. Any time a negative thought crosses your mind, replace it 

with God s Word. Commit to trusting His truth for you and your family. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week s theme.  

  



 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

John 7:28-29  

“Yes, you know Me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on My own authority, but 

He who sent Me is true. You do not know Him, but I know Him because I am from Him and 

He sent Me.” 

COMMENTARY 

See: http://blb.sc/00FNxb  

Guzik, David. "Study Guide for John 7." Blue Letter Bible. 6/2022. Web. 28 Aug, 2022. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/study-guide/john/john-7.cfm  
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