
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 5 

JOHN 5:1-47 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever had an expectation turn out better than you imagined? What made it 

better? 

• Have you ever made an excuse for yourself?  How did that end up? 

Just as the lame man wanted help into the water to be cured, it seems as if he didn’t expect to 

be healed by Jesus without getting into the pool.   

The man-made excuses as to why he wasn’t healed before. If he did not obey Jesus's command 

to “get up and walk,” he might have sat there for the rest of his life. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, open our hearts as we study Your word today. Help us grow in Your way and 

Your will. Let us see the world and its people as You do so we can follow Jesus’ example and 

commands. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As we study Chapter 5 in the Book of John, we can learn how Jesus did the unexpected. He 

brought hope to the hopeless, and He tells us how the Father guided Him to do His Father’s 

will and work on earth. We will discuss our Christian walk and how to make it stronger. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

1. READ JOHN 5:1-7 – WE RECOMMEND READING THESE PARTICULAR VERSES IN THE NEW 

INTERNATIONAL VERSION. 

a. Look at the footnotes for Verse 4. Why were people around the pools? Do you think this 

lame man was helpless and hopeless too? Why or Why not? 

b. What did Jesus ask the man? Does that question seem different in any way?  Why? Why 

not? 

Jesus asked the man if he wanted to be healed. This might have meant that Jesus wanted to 

heal the man’s heart, not just his body. Jesus saw beyond the man’s physical condition and 

wanted to heal his spirit for eternal life. 

c. What do you think about the man’s response to Jesus? Why the excuses?   

The man had been at the pools for 38 years. He was only focused on getting the help he 

needed to be physically healed.  

2. READ JOHN 5:8-15. 

a. Why was the healing on the Sabbath such an important part of these verses?   What was 

Jesus saying to the Jewish leaders and to us? 

Jesus was telling the Jewish leaders that life is more important than the laws.   

There may be some conversation about “religious” rules or requirements that are not based on 

biblical principles. 



 

 

b. Why does Jesus seek out the healed man? Why might He have said to “sin no more?” How 

has Jesus sought you out? 

One reason why Jesus might have sought out the healed man was to let him know who had 

healed him for the sake of the Jewish leaders. The other was to heal the man’s soul, not just his 

body.  

A discussion may occur about how the Holy Spirit first impacted the group members' lives. 

3. READ JOHN 5:18-29. 

a. What are the claims Jesus makes about Himself?   

Claim #1 - “I am God,” Claim #2 - “I give life,” Claim #3 - “I am the Final Judge,” Claim #4 - “I 

determine Destiny,” Claim #5 - “I will raise the dead.” 

b. How do these verses help you strengthen your Christian walk? 

Commentaries for these verses emphasize the divinity of Jesus. He is an example to us that we 

can depend on Him as He does the Father. We should obey Him as He does the Father. We can 

find His love and our purpose. 

4. READ JOHN 5:30-47. 

a. Who and what are the witnesses that point to Jesus’ claims? 

Jesus states that John the Baptist, His miracles, the word of His Father and the Scriptures are His 

proof. 

b. How do these claims form the foundation of your faith? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Are you living in hope or do you make excuses?   

• Do you expect to see things in certain ways or is your heart open to Jesus’ way? 



 

 

Many times we pray for an answer but we expect the answer in our way. We can live in hope 

and trust Jesus to answer our prayers in His way and His time.   

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Are you living in God’s will and following the examples of Jesus? Reread John 5:19-

20. 

RESPOND  

• This week, have courage to trust and obey what the Father is asking of you.  Find your 

purpose and love others. 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 5:24a 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me has eternal 

life…” 

COMMENTARY 

Chapter 5 presents John's first record of Jesus directly confronting His enemies. Most of this 

passage is taken up by the words of Christ Himself, responding to Jewish critics. Many of John's 

recurring themes are found in this passage. Among these are the miraculous "signs" of Jesus, 

His claims of divinity, and the warped perspective of those who reject Him. This chapter also 

continues John's frequent use of contrast. So far, John has described Jesus attending a quiet, 

friendly wedding, followed by His aggressive clearing of the temple (John 2). This public 

debacle was followed by a one-on-one conversation with Nicodemus (John 3). After speaking 



 

 

with the educated, confident, respected Nicodemus, Jesus is next seen speaking with the 

unlearned, outcast Samaritan woman (John 4). 

Jesus' miracles are also presented with a sense of contrast. When Jesus turned water into wine, 

it was practically a secret (John 2:9), and the couple who benefitted from it didn't even know it 

had happened. In the second "sign" John records, Jesus heals from a distance, for a man who 

went to great effort to seek out a miracle (John 4:46–54). Here, in chapter 5, Jesus will heal in 

person, for a man who wasn't really looking for anything in particular. 

The Bible gives us limited details on the conversation Jesus has with the crippled man. 

However, it's interesting to see the man's response when Jesus asks about healing. Rather than 

saying, "yes, I want to be healed," he makes excuses about nobody helping him into the water. 

The same man, later, pushes blame for his breaking of the Sabbath on Jesus (John 5:1–11). And, 

he never seems to express any particular gratitude to Christ. Maybe he'd given up hope. Maybe 

we're just not told every detail. However, there are those who actually revel in their afflictions—

they are a source of pity and emotional leverage against others. One wonders if the crippled 

man was in that category. 

We should note that there were many, many other people looking for healing at the pool that 

day. Jesus did not heal every single one of them. This is a reminder that miracles were not the 

real purpose of His ministry. And, they are not the real purpose of our Christian lives. True 

miracles, the "signs" John records in this book, are extremely rare and unexpected events. 

When John uses the phrase "the Jews," He typically means the religious leadership of 

Jerusalem. In this case, the Jews seem more upset that Jesus has disturbed the Sabbath than 

amazed at His miracle! They also object to Jesus' claiming to be equal to God. This will become 

a major accusation used against Him at His sham trial, later in this Gospel (John 5:12–18). 

Jesus' response in this chapter comes in two major parts. First, He describes the authority which 

He has been given by God (John 5:19–29). In doing so, Jesus lays claim to many of the same 

rights, attributes, and abilities as God. Jesus claims equality with God in works (John 5:19), in 

love (John 5:20), in judgment (John 5:22), and in honor (John 5:23). He also points out that 

eternal life comes only to those who believe in Him (John 5:23–24). Jesus' words foreshadow 

the resurrection of Lazarus, as well as the final resurrection of all men (John 5:28–29). In the 

second part of Jesus' response, He focuses on evidence (John 5:30–47). This is a crucial passage 

to turn to when dealing with accusations of "blind faith." Jesus never says, "believe Me because 



 

 

I said so." Nor does He appeal to mystery, or sincerity, or tradition. Rather, Jesus gives three 

specific lines of evidence which prove the truth of His claims. These are human witness (John 

5:33), the miracles He is performing (John 5:36), and the written Scriptures (John 5:39). 

According to Jesus, these all point to Him as the fulfillment of prophecy. 

Jesus closes this discussion with an interesting point. Namely, that those who won't accept the 

message of the written Word aren't going to come to faith, no matter what. The Pharisees had 

extensive knowledge of the Scriptures, but rejected Jesus in favor of their own traditions (John 

5:39–47). This echoes the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. There, Christ also points out that 

even miracles cannot convince those who reject the written words which God has given (Luke 

16:27–31). 
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