
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 12 

JOHN 12:1-50 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

 

John, starting from chapter 12, is covering the last week of Jesus’ life on earth. He starts the 

week by visiting Lazarus and his sisters, where Mary surprised everybody with her act of love 

and worship and ended with Jesus positioning Himself to finish His ministry and heal all 

creation that was broken.  

ICE BREAKER 

• What would you plan for this week, if you knew that this was your last week on earth? 

• Who would be the first person you would see if this was your last week to live? 

Jesus went to visit some of His closest friends, Lazarus, Mary and Martha. He also went to 

Jerusalem, knowing that it was the Passover week where He would fulfill His destiny, following 

the Father’s directions.  

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Lord Father, help me follow Your will for my life. Your plan for me is the best plan. It will lead me 

to the best life I can live, whether I have one week or many years to live. Help me to be in the 

right place and follow Your direction.  

  



 

 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

The main purpose of chapters 12 through the last chapter of John is to introduce how Jesus 

spent the last week; from the teaching to His disciples, the prayer He prayed for them, to the 

events that took place in that week. Our discussion will be around the three main points in 

chapter 12. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 12:1-11. 

a. Why was it important for Jesus to accept Mary’s Actions? 

b. Mary didn’t pay attention to what people might think of her act. When we worship and 

serve the Lord, what is the most important thing we need to focus on? 

While worshiping God, with a faithful heart, we get taken by His presence and glory. We do not 

pay attention to people’s opinions of us, just as Mary didn’t.  

c. The perfume was worth a year’s wages. Do we give to God with a worshiping heart, or do 

we sometimes think about how much is left for me, is it too much to give?  

d. What do you think of Judas’ reaction, his judgement, his voiced opinion to what Mary did? 

How, and what do we learn from that? 

We can be prone to criticize people around us about how they give or offer to the Lord, or 

maybe the way they serve the Lord; without knowing the background behind what they do and 

without being able to see their hearts.  

  



 

 

2. READ JOHN 12:12-19. 

a. In this part, Jesus was the main star of the parade. Why did He choose a donkey to ride 

versus a horse, like all victorious kings at that time? 

He chose the donkey as a humble servant, as it was important for Jesus to fulfil the prophecy in 

Zechariah 9:9 to show the Jews, and world, that He is the Messiah, the chosen one to save the 

world.  

3. READ JOHN 12:20-50. 

a. What does the seed represent in verse 24, and how would I apply it to my life? 

The seed represents my life; to be productive and produce other seeds I must surrender it to 

Christ, the same way He surrendered Himself to the Father. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Let us ask ourselves if we’ve given our life completely to Jesus and accepted that we 

need to die from our old life in order for Him to use it to produce new lives.  

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Jesus’ reaction to Mary was the opposite of what everyone else thought. When we 

serve the Lord, not everyone will agree with what we do with our lives, and people 

around us might not approve of our ways, but the important thing is what Jesus 

thinks of us.   

RESPOND  

• Practice surrendering to God. It is not a one-time act, but it is a daily exercise. 

Remember that surrendering will make the seed produce many lives to His glory.   

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  



 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

John 12: 24-25 

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” 

COMMENTARY

JOHN 12 

John 12 records the second major crisis in the ministry of our Lord as seen by John the apostle. 

The first occurred when many of His disciples would no longer walk with Him (John 6:66), even 

though 

He is “the way” (John 14:6). In this chapter, John tells us that many would not believe in Him 

(John 12:37ff.), even though He is “the truth.” The third crisis will come in John 19: Even though 

He is “the life,” the leaders crucified Him. 

John opened his book by telling us that Jesus “came unto his own [world], and his own [people] 

received him not” (John 1:11). In the first twelve chapters, John presented one witness after 

another, and one proof after another, to convince us that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of 

God. All of this evidence was seen firsthand by the leaders of the nation, and yet they rejected 

His claims. Having been rejected by His own nation, Jesus then retired with His own disciples 

(John 13:1), whom he loved to the uttermost. 

We see in John 12 the Lord Jesus Christ as He relates to four different groups of people, and 

there are lessons that we can learn as we study this section. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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