
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 11 

JOHN 11:1-44 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Do you know someone who is always late? Is that someone you? 

• Have you ever been late on purpose? Why was that? 

We sometimes find ourselves angry with God when He arrives too late. We usually don’t think 

He has a purpose in this, we just see things as we want them. Think about this, and come back 

to it after this study. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, John 11 is one of the most heartbreaking and yet joyful stories in the New 

Testament. We ask that You prepare our hearts to receive Your message of hope, timing, and 

love as we look deeply into Your character. We are grateful that You love us and sent Jesus for 

us.  We pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Death is an unwelcome intruder in life, yet it is at many levels a blessing. Of all the signs 

Jesus did, the miracles that would point to His Messiahship, none was as great as this 

miracle. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 11:1-10. 

a. Verses 5 and 6 don’t seem to go together. Jesus knew what He was about to do for 

Lazarus, but no one else did. Yet, He allowed people to misunderstand Him because He 

loved them. Has that ever happened to you? 

b. Jesus knew when He received the message about Lazarus that He had already died, and 

yet, He delayed. When has God delayed something in your life? 

The fact that God loves us is no guarantee that we will be sheltered from the problems and 

pains of life. Even as the Father loves His Son, He allowed Jesus to drink the cup of sorrow and 

experience the shame and the pain of the cross.  

2. READ JOHN 11:17-27. 

a. Why do you think Martha was angry with Jesus when He arrived too late? Have you ever 

been angry with God when you thought He arrived too late for you? 

b. Verses 25-26 is Christ’s “I am” statement to Martha, and to us. Do you think Jesus was 

thinking about His own resurrection when He made this statement to Martha?  

Jesus risked His life to return to Lazarus’ home. The Jews were already planning to kill Him and 

yet He came anyway because He loved this family.  

2. READ JOHN 11:33-38.  

a. Do you ever wonder if God really cared about your suffering or the suffering of your loved 

ones? How do you feel now about God’s love for you? 

b. Verse 35 is the shortest verse in the Bible, yet packs a powerful message. Why do you 

think Jesus wept even though He knew that He was about to resurrect Lazarus? 



 

 

 Jesus’ heart broke for us for the pain that has entered into humanity. He is indeed a “man of 

sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). 

c. Read verses 40-44. In verse 40, Jesus is speaking to the group at the tomb, including Mary 

and Martha. Why do you think He asked this question? 

d. Jesus demonstrated His power over death, and gave to us the ability to not be afraid of 

death anymore. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14. How has this changed your life? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Jesus’ delay had a greater purpose. How will you understand His delay in your own 

life? 

• Jesus has the power over life and death. How do you now understand His love for 

you? 

The fact that God loves us is no guarantee that we will be sheltered from the problems and 

pains of life. Even as the Father loves His Son, He allowed Jesus to drink the cup of sorrow and 

experience the shame and the pain of the cross.  

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Hebrews 2:14-15 shows us that Jesus has eliminated the power of the fear of death.  

RESPOND  

• How can you live your life now as you know Jesus has conquered the fear of death in 

you? 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  



 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

John 11:25-26 

 

"…I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and 

everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die…" 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 11 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead was not our Lord’s last miracle before the cross, but it was 

certainly His greatest and the one that aroused the most response from both His friends and 

His enemies. John selected this miracle as the seventh in the series recorded in his book 

because it was really the climactic miracle of our Lord’s earthly ministry. He had raised others 

from the dead, but Lazarus had been in the grave four days. It was a miracle that could not be 

denied or avoided by the Jewish leaders. 

If Jesus Christ can do nothing about death, then whatever else He can do amounts to nothing. 

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19). 

Death is man’s last enemy (1 Cor. 15:26), but Jesus Christ has defeated this horrible enemy 

totally and permanently. 

The emphasis in John 11 is on faith; you find some form of the word believe at least eight times 

in this account. Another theme is “the glory of God” (John 11:4, 40). In what Jesus said and did, 

He sought to strengthen the faith of three groups of people. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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