
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 10 

JOHN 10:1-42 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER  

• Have you ever recognized the voice of a loved one in a crowd? Describe the situation. 

• What do you think about when someone speaks of sheep? Why? 

Jesus says that His followers know His voice. We can relate to a loved one’s voice and hearing it 

in a crowd might help to explain how Jesus knows us. When someone speaks of sheep it is 

usually that they are not the sharpest tool in the shed. Yet, we are told that Jesus is the Good 

Shepherd and we are His sheep. It is sometimes difficult to reconcile the sheep’s characteristics 

with faith and trust. 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

Heavenly Father, we come together today to hear Your word and study it. May we learn from 

You, Holy Spirit, and may You fill us with Your wisdom at this time and throughout the rest of 

our week. Thank You Lord, that we can be in Your presence and in the company of one another.  

WORSHIP  

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION  

There are good shepherds and bad shepherds. Sheep are followers and can be easily herded. 

In John 10, we learn about bad shepherds and the Good Shepherd.  Even though we don’t 

like the thought of being sheep, we must learn what it takes to follow and why. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ EZEKIEL 34:1-6 AND JOHN 10:1-5. 

a. Who are the “shepherds” in the book of Ezekiel? How easy/ difficult would it be to follow 

these leaders? Why? 

b. How will Jesus’ followers recognize that He is the true Shepherd? 

The shepherds in Ezekiel are the Jewish leaders and they are “out for themselves.”  They are like 

the thieves and the robbers. Jesus’ followers will enter through His door. They will recognize His 

voice. 

2. READ JOHN 10:7-10 AND JOHN 14:6. 

a. What is Jesus telling us? How can we be better “sheep?” 

b. What does an abundant life look like to you? 

Jesus is telling us that He is the only way to the Father.  Answers will vary as to what makes 

good sheep (surrendering, listening, obeying) and what encompasses an abundant life 

(something beyond material riches). 

3. READ JOHN 10:11-16. 

a. Review Ezekiel’s shepherds and compare them to the Good Shepherd, Jesus.  What are the 

differences? 

b. Who are the other sheep and what did that mean to the Jews of Jesus’ time? 

The Jewish leaders did not care for their sheep. They wanted the respect and adoration of the 

Jewish people. Jesus came to give life. The other people Jesus referred to as sheep were the 



 

 

Gentiles. The Jewish people were told they were “chosen” and probably did not understand 

what Jesus was talking about. 

4. READ JOHN 10:27-34 AND PSALM 82:6.  

a. How did Jesus respond when asked if He was the Christ? What do you think Jesus was 

saying to the Jewish leaders when He quoted Psalm 82:6? 

b. What concerns or anxieties keep YOU from looking fully at Jesus and believing in all that 

He is for you? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• How can you avoid people who are misleading you or others? 

• How might you react the next time you meet with opposition about your faith? 

This would be a continued discussion about the leaders who are treating people unfairly and 

profiting from others. It is difficult to explain following Jesus as sheep.  We must see ourselves 

as Jesus sees us, as His children for whom He died.  We are like sheep because He is The Good 

Shepherd. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT 

• The pastor spoke about finding satisfaction by walking in His way (Isaiah 30:21). This 

week, commit to accepting God’s way and His plan for you. 

RESPOND  

• We can find satisfaction by surrendering to God, listening for His voice and then 

responding to/ obeying His word. 

 



 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE  

John 10:11 

 

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 10 

Perhaps you remember the episode of Candid Camera that took place at an exclusive prep 

school where all of the students were well above average. The Candid Camera people posed as 

career consultants who were going to advise these brilliant young men concerning the careers 

that would be best suited to them, on the basis of “tests” and “interviews” that seemed (to the 

students) quite authentic. 

One young man eagerly awaited the “counselor’s” verdict. Surely the adviser would tell the boy 

to be a college president or a bank president or perhaps a research scientist. But, no, the 

“counselor” had other ideas. You should have seen the look on the boy’s face when the 

“counselor” said: “Son, after evaluating your tests and interview, I’ve decided that the best job 

for you is–a shepherd.” 

The student did not know whether to laugh or cry. After all, who in his right mind would want to 

be a shepherd? Why devote your life to “stupid sheep” that do not seem to have sense enough 

to find their way home? 

John 10 focuses on the image of sheep, sheepfolds, and shepherds. It is a rural and Eastern 

image, to be sure, but it is an image that can say a great deal to us today, even in our urban, 

industrialized world. Paul used this image when admonishing the spiritual leaders in the church 

at Ephesus (Acts 20:28ff.). The truths that cluster around the image of the shepherd and the 

sheep are found throughout the Bible, and they are important to us today. The symbols that 

Jesus used help us understand who He is and what He wants to do for us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%252010
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%252010
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%252020:28


 

 

Perhaps the easiest way to approach this somewhat complex chapter of John’s gospel is to 

note the three declarations that Jesus made about Himself. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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