
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 4:1-10  

a. How did Jesus open His conversation with the Samaritan woman? 

b. Her response was to question his request; his next statement made it clear that Jesus 

intended to reveal himself to her. Why? 

Jesus declares that He intends to go through Samaria rather than going around as most Jews 

do. He decided to wait by the well of Jacob while his disciples went into town to buy food. Her 

being at the well in the middle of the day was intentional; she was avoiding interaction because 

of her reputation. When Jesus decided to reveal himself to her, He knew that her whole town 

would eventually come to Him. The Samaritans did not know Jesus as the Jews had as this was 

Jesus’ first interaction with them. 

c. In John 3 and 4, John is telling two stories that have a similar focus. Water. What can you 

see in each story about what Jesus was doing with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman?  

d. How did Jesus relate differently to both to bring the same message? What was the 

message? 

The message that Jesus is God, the Messiah, was the common denominator. He revealed 

himself to Nicodemus and to the Samaritan woman but in different ways. To Nicodemus, he 

spoke of being “born again,” that it is an act of faith. This challenged Nicodemus. For the 

Samaritan woman, he spoke to her about living water, and her need of it. These accounts 

appear in John’s gospel to let us know that Jesus is God, to every person who believes in Him.  

2. READ JOHN 4:15-18 

a. Jesus questions, then tells the Samaritan woman about herself. Why do you think she was 

not offended? 

Jesus clearly demonstrated his non-judgement of her by speaking to her, and by listening to 

her. He acted toward her as a human being and did not shun her or reject her. She knew that 



Jesus could not know these things about her, unless He was a prophet, and then she accepted 

Him as her Messiah. 

b. Why do you think Nicodemus approached Jesus in Chapter 3 without fear of rejection?  

Perhaps Nicodemus expected respect because of who he was; successful, pious, and educated. 

Jesus was unimpressed with all that and went straight to the need; to become “born again.” By 

relating “born again” with the serpent on a stick (a story that Nicodemus knows, and 

understands faith as the key) Jesus challenged Nicodemus with the one thing he did not have.  

For both Nicodemus and the woman, Jesus did not judge either one, but revealed who He was 

to them. 

c. How does this passage influence you in your interactions with the successful, educated 

people around you who need Jesus? How does it influence you in your interactions with the 

rejected outcasts around you? 

 


