
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 4 

JOHN 4:1-24 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

 

ICE BREAKER 

• Share about a time that you prayed for the Lord to help and He seemed to answer your 

prayer on the spot. 

Whether your experience is big or small, answers to prayer are miracles; they are part of your 

testimony and sharing these stories helps to build the faith of others! Share freely! 

 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank You for being near. Your Word declares “where two or three have gathered 

together in My name, I am there in their midst” and we thank You for being here, in our small 

group today. Open our eyes, ears, and hearts to understand what it is You are speaking. Help each 

of us to be your hands and feet to one another and that we leave this place lifted up, edified, and 

feeling connected to our brothers and sisters. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 

couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We have all experienced an emergency in one way or another. These moments often drive us to 

send up “crisis prayers,” some even call them flare prayers (an urgent request), asking God to 

provide or intervene quickly. With every answer to prayer, our faith grows. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 4:46-48 (TRY READING IN THE MESSAGE VERSION, IT GIVES A VERY RELATABLE 

AND VISUAL POINT OF VIEW).  

a. What did Jesus mean by His response to the court official?  

b. Do you relate with this statement? 

Jesus knows we struggle with believing without seeing but His response was laying out a pathway 

to faith. Our Heavenly Father knows our thoughts and our struggles, and your small group is a 

perfect place to discuss them. If you feel comfortable, share your concerns and areas that may be 

difficult for you to trust God. 

2. READ JOHN 4:49-51 AND MATTHEW 17:20 (CONTINUE IN THE MESSAGE VERSION) 

a. What kind of faith is the court official pleading with? 

b. Talk about the kind of faith Jesus wants us to have to approach Him. 

The court official appears to be requesting a miracle with mustard seed faith in which Jesus says 

we can move mountains. This official went from a crisis prayer, to confirmed faith, to confident 

faith. He trusted every word Jesus spoke and finally spread that faith to his home, and all believed! 

c. Jesus knew the child’s life would be spared but He was interested in more than just saving 

this child’s life. He wanted to instill a vision and hope for eternity. In our humanness, we 

sometimes get caught up in the “here and now” and lose focus on the bigger picture. Talk 

about what we can do, as believers, to keep laser focus while still doing the practical, day to day 

routines. 



 

 

d. This weekend Pastor Dan said that Jesus “is more interested in us coming in touch with His 

person than He is concerned about us touching His power. He was leading this father into a 

walk of faith, just like He is doing with us.” Take a minute to discuss this; what is the difference 

between coming into touch with the person of Jesus and merely having an experience? 

 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• What have you learned about Jesus from someone else’s experience that allowed you to 

believe in a deeper way? 

• How can you act on your faith as the official did? 

Testimony is a word that really just refers to your faith story, explain how you went from your old, 

unbelieving self to who you are today and everything in-between. These “in-between” stories are 

faith building and crucial to share with others on the journey to faith. Never consider your story 

too small or insignificant.  

 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Jesus, being fully man and fully God, understands and has compassion for our 

humanness.  

RESPOND  

• When you are confronted with the realities of life, whether a small decision to be made 

or a crisis emergency situation, try to remember to stop and ask God to breathe faith 

into you and the situation you are faced with. You’ll be glad you did! 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this week’s 

theme.  

 



 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

John 2:24-25 (TPT) 

"But Jesus did not yet entrust Himself to them, because He knew how fickle human hearts can 

be. He needed no one to tell Him about human nature, for He fully understood what man was 

capable of doing.” 

COMMENTARY 

The Samaritan Woman (4:1-30) 

Because the Pharisees were trying to incite competition between Jesus and John the Baptist (John 3:25-

30), Jesus left Judea and started north for Galilee. He could have taken one of three possible routes: 

along the coast, across the Jordan and up through Perea, or straight through Samaria. Orthodox Jews 

avoided Samaria because there was a long-standing, deep-seated hatred between them and the 

Samaritans. 

The Samaritans were a mixed race, part Jew and part Gentile, that grew out of the Assyrian captivity of 

the ten northern tribes in 727 BC. Rejected by the Jews because they could not prove their genealogy, 

the Samaritans established their own temple and religious services on Mount Gerizim. This only fanned 

the fires of prejudice. So intense was their dislike of the Samaritans that some of the Pharisees prayed 

that no Samaritan would be raised in the resurrection! When His enemies wanted to call Jesus an 

insulting name, they called Him a Samaritan (John 8:48). 

Because He was on a divinely appointed schedule, it was necessary that Jesus go through Samaria. 

Why? Because He would meet a woman there and lead her into saving faith, the kind of true faith that 

would affect an entire village. Our Lord was no respecter of persons. Earlier, He counseled a moral 

Jewish man (John 3), and now He would witness to an immoral Samaritan woman! 

He arrived at Jacob’s well at six o’clock in the evening, the usual time for women to come for water. The 

disciples went to the nearby town for food while Jesus deliberately waited at the well. He was weary, 

hungry, and thirsty. John presents Jesus not only as the Son of God but also as true man. Our Lord 

entered into all the normal experiences of our lives and is able to identify with us in each of them. 

As you read our Lord’s interview with this woman, notice how her knowledge of Jesus increases until 

she acknowledges that He is the Christ. There were four stages in this experience. 

The Nobleman (4:43-54) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:1-John%204:30
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203:25-John%203:30
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203:25-John%203:30
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208:48
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:43-John%204:54


 

 

Our Lord continued His journey to Galilee (John 4:3) and came again to Cana. Galilee was known as 

Galil ha goyim–Galilee of the Gentiles.” Apparently, Jesus had detected in Judea (His own country) the 

increasing hostility of the religious leaders, though the real opposition would not yet appear for some 

months. Our Lord was really never identified with Judea even though He had been born in Bethlehem. 

He was known as the prophet from Galilee (Matt. 21:11; John 7:52). Jesus knew that the public response 

to His ministry in Jerusalem had been insincere and shallow (John 2:23-25) and that it was not honoring 

to Him at all. 

Why did Jesus return to Cana? Perhaps He wanted to cultivate the “seed” He had planted there when 

He attended the wedding feast. Nathanael came from Cana, so perhaps there was a personal reason 

for this visit. Jesus was met at Cana by a nobleman from Capernaum, some twenty miles away. The man 

had heard about His miracles and came all that distance to intercede for his son, who was dying. The 

first miracle at Cana came at the request of His mother (John 2:1-5), and this second miracle at Cana at 

the request of a father (John 4:47). 

Was this man a Jew or a Gentile? We do not know. Nor do we know his exact position in the 

government. He may have been a member of Herod’s court, but whatever his national or social 

standing, he was clearly at his wit’s end and desperately needed the help of the Savior. He “kept 

beseeching him” to travel to Capernaum to heal his son. 

John 4:48 was not a rebuke of this nobleman. Rather, it was our Lord’s lament at the spiritual condition 

of the people in general, both in Judea and in Galilee. “Seeing is believing” has always been the 

“pragmatic” philosophy of the lost world, even the religious world. The nobleman believed that Jesus 

could heal his son, but he made two mistakes in his thinking: that Jesus had to go to Capernaum to 

save the lad and that if the boy died meanwhile, it was too late. 

We must admire this man’s faith. Jesus simply said, “Go thy way; thy son liveth” (John 4:50). And the 

man believed Jesus and started to return home! Both the Samaritan woman and this anonymous 

nobleman must have rejoiced the heart of Jesus as they believed the Word and acted on it. 

The boy was healed the instant Jesus spoke those words, so the man’s servants started out to find him 

so they could share the good news. (Again, it is the servants who know what is going on. See John 2:9; 

15:15.) The boy had been healed at the seventh hour, which, in Roman time, would be seven o’clock in 

the evening. The father certainly would not have traveled at night, for that would have been dangerous; 

nor would the servants have taken that risk. The father’s faith was so strong that he was willing to delay 

going home, even though his heart yearned to see his beloved son. 

When the father and the servants met the next day, their report confirmed his faith. Note that the 

father thought the healing would be gradual (“began to improve”), but the servants reported a 

complete, instant recovery. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2021:11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%207:52
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202:23-John%202:25
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202:1-John%202:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:47
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:48
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204:50
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202:9
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015:15


 

 

This man began with crisis faith. He was about to lose his son, and he had no other recourse but the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Many people came to Jesus with their crises, and He did not turn them away. The 

nobleman’s crisis faith became confident faith: He believed the word and had peace in his heart. He 

was even able to delay his trip home, knowing that the boy was out of danger. 

His confident faith became confirmed faith. Indeed, the boy had been completely healed! And the 

healing took place at the very time when Jesus spoke the word. It was this fact that made a believer out 

of the nobleman and his household. He believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, and he 

shared this faith with his family. He had contagious faith and shared his experience with others. 

This is one of several miracles that Jesus performed “at a distance.” He healed the centurion’s servant 

from a distance (Matt. 8:5-13, and note that he too lived in Capernaum), and He healed the daughter of 

the Canaanite woman in the same manner (Matt. 15:21-28). These two were Gentiles and, spiritually 

speaking, were “at a distance” (Eph. 2:12-13). Perhaps this nobleman was also a Gentile. We do not 

know. 

John 4:54 does not state that this healing was the second miracle that Jesus ever performed, for that 

would contradict John 2:23 and 3:2. This was the second miracle He performed in Cana of Galilee (see 

John 2:1, 11). He certainly gave those people special privileges. 

But we must note that both miracles were “private” rather than public. Mary, the disciples, and the 

servants knew where the excellent wine had come from, but the guests did not. (Of course, it is possible 

that the servants told the story to others.) The nobleman’s son was healed at Capernaum, not Cana, but 

news traveled rapidly in those days, and certainly the word got out. 

Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding revealed His power over time. The Father is always making water into 

wine, but He takes a season or two to finish the work. Jesus made the wine instantly. In this sense, our 

Lord’s miracles were only instantaneous copies of what the Father is always doing. “My Father worketh 

hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17). The Father is constantly multiplying bread, season after season, but 

the Son multiplied it instantly. 

In the second recorded miracle, Jesus showed His power over space. He was not limited simply because 

He was in Cana and the sick boy was in Capernaum. The fact that the father believed the word and did 

not know the results until the next day is evidence that he had confident faith. He trusted the word that 

Jesus spoke, and so should we. 
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