
Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

ACCOMPLISHING THE IMPOSSIBLE 

WEEK 3 

JOHN 3:1-21 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• When was the last time you heard a slang term you did not understand?  

• What does the term “born again” mean to you? 

Jesus described being born again in John 3. Nicodemus did not understand the concept and 

was troubled trying to figure it out. Jesus did not back down, but declared that being “born 

again” was the only way to see God’s kingdom. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, thank You for providing the way to be “born again.” Without Your gift, Your death 

and resurrection, we cannot find reconciliation with God. We are so grateful You made a way 

for us. Help us to embrace You and not love the darkness instead of the light. You are the light. 

Thank You for the promise of eternal life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 



INTRODUCTION 

John 3:16 tells us why Jesus came; to provide eternal life for people, for those who become 

“born again.” This is impossible without God; Jesus’ life and sacrifice for us must be believed 

for the promise of eternal life. Nicodemus struggled with this because it did not jive with his 

teaching.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 3:1-3. 

a. What was Nicodemus’ world like? What had he accomplished?  

b. Why did he come to Jesus? What was so hard for him to accept? 

Nicodemus was highly educated and honored as a Pharisee. He was successful there because 

of his obedience to the Mishnah; a set of rules added to the Torah to spell out details of 

“proper” obedience to the law (a set of rules made up by men). Jesus’ conversation with him 

challenged him and did not honor the Mishnah. 

c. How did Jesus respond to Nicodemus’ flattery in verse 2? 

d. Jesus said it was impossible to see the Kingdom without being born again. How did 

Nicodemus take that? 

2. READ JOHN 3:4-7. 

a. What did it mean to a Jew to be born of water and the Spirit? 

b. How can these things be? 

Water signifies cleansing to the Jew; inside and outwardly. Jesus explained that cleansing and 

the Spirit are connected. These things cannot be without faith. We don’t know the beginning or 

the end, just the outcome; faith brings it into being.  



c. Read John 3:14-15. Jesus reminds Nicodemus about Moses’ “bronze snake on a stick.”  

People were healed by looking at it. This is an act of faith. How does this example speak to 

Nicodemus? 

d. Read John 3:16. How do we receive salvation? Why was it given? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Remember that salvation is a gift given out of the Father’s love and the Son’s 

sacrifice. Ask God to remind you about this often. 

•  Faith is the key. Ask the Holy Spirit to grow your faith so that you will find success! 

Real success is not what we accomplish, but who we are; bought with a price and beloved by 

God. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• When did you make the decision to be a follower of Jesus?  

RESPOND  

• Share your salvation experience with someone this week.  

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

  



MEMORY VERSE 

John 3:16 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son so that everyone who believes in Him 

will not perish, but have eternal life." 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 3:1-21 

Not only was Benjamin Franklin a great statesman and inventor, but he was also a great 

correspondent and received letters from famous people from all over the world. One day he 

received what could well have been the most important letter ever to come to his desk. It was from 

the well-known British preacher George Whitefield. 

“I find that you grow more and more famous in the learned world,” Whitefield wrote. “As you have 

made such progress in investigating the mysteries of electricity, I now humbly urge you to give 

diligent heed to the mystery of the new birth. It is a most important and interesting study and, when 

mastered, will richly repay you for your pains.” 

The new birth is one of the key topics in John 3. In addition, in this chapter we see Jesus Christ in 

three different roles: the Teacher (John 3:1–21), the Bridegroom (John 3:22–30), and the Witness 

(John 3:31–36). 

For more study, click here:  

https://storage.snappages.site/7STCWP/assets/files/The-Wiersbe-Bible-Commentary-New-Testame-72.pdf
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