
Water of Life Community Church 

JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 1 

JOHN 1:1-14 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever witnessed an event with others only to have each one describe the event 

differently? What was that like? 

• Why do you think we need four gospels? 

Four gospels in the New Testament describe the things that Jesus did. They are all different 

from each other, but John is vastly different from the other three. In this study, we will learn 

what is different about the Book of John. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank You for all the gospels we have in the Bible. We are able to understand more 

about Jesus’ life and events from different perspectives. We are glad to learn about Jesus and 

His followers as we ourselves become followers too. Please open our eyes today and show us 

who Jesus was, and is. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 



INTRODUCTION 

Many people have different ideas about who Jesus was. Some have painted Him as a 

homosexual, some have suggested He was married to Mary Magdalene. The book of John 

gives us a viewpoint about Jesus that is different from the other three gospels. Rather than 

seeing Jesus’ life chronologically, the book of John gives us the heart of Jesus. The reason 

the Book of John was written is found in John 21:24-25. Take a moment and read this 

scripture. This book centralizes on two things: Faith and Life. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 1:1-5. 

a. In verses 1-2, Jesus is described as “The Word.” What word is He? Read Revelation 1:8 for 

the answer.  

b. Name three of the seven people in the book of John who say Jesus is God. These verses 

describe the Trinity; The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are all God at the same 

time. How do you understand this?  

Jesus may be thought of as a teacher, a prophet, and a really good man. But the book of John 

makes it clear that Jesus is God. He was with God in the beginning, and He had to always exist. 

Jesus is God and man so that He understands us and could redeem us. 

c. Verse 3 states that all things were made through Jesus. Colossians 1:15-17 state this. What 

does this mean to you? 

d. Jesus made everything, and He has everything under His control. Do you find security in 

this? Why or why not? 

2. READ VERSE 4. 

a. In Jesus is life, zoe, the life that has meaning. How is it different to see God, Jesus, as the 

One who gives life, and who gives it meaning?  



b. Other religions have their own creation story. Their gods cannot bring life, and it is left to 

that follower to find meaning in their life. What is different in understanding that God gives 

meaning to our lives? 

We were created for a purpose, not by accident. God provides reason for living and can help us 

to understand and live out that reason. Jesus created everything by His spoken word. The 

spiritual world and the physical world are not separate. Everything we know as the physical 

world is a product of the spiritual world, by spoken word it all exists. 

c. In verses 5-7, we learn that the darkness in this world can never extinguish the light that 

Jesus brings. Faith and Life go together; they cannot be extinguished even if it sometimes 

feels that way. What will bring life back? 

Pastor Dan explains that “repentance brings repossession of the life we were intended to 

experience.”  

d. Verses 10-11 tell us that the world did not recognize Jesus. When did you first recognize 

Jesus as God? Verses 12-13 tell us that Jesus has adopted us, which tells us we can be 

reborn.  Read verse 14. How does this change the way we understand Jesus? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• How is zoe different from bios? What does zoe mean to you?  

Zoe and bios are both Greek words that mean “life.” Bios refers to the biological life, (you have 

a heartbeat) and zoe refers to life of meaning.  

• From what you have learned, who is Jesus to you? 

Jesus is God, He is more than a prophet, a teacher, a healer and a really good guy. He brought 

life to us and brings it to us again as we are reborn. He is in control, and He brings meaning to 

our lives.  Ask Him now to bring life to you. 

  



GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Jesus is God and man. He brought life to us and still brings life to us. 

RESPOND  

• When you are challenged by life and feel it is being drawn out of you, take a moment 

and ask God to breathe (speak) new life into you. You will be glad you did! 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 1:14 

"So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen His Glory, the Glory of the only Son of the Father." 

COMMENTARY 

The Word (1:1–3, 14) 

Much as our words reveal to others our hearts and minds, so Jesus Christ is God’s “Word” to 

reveal His heart and mind to us. “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). A 

word is composed of letters, and Jesus Christ is “Alpha and Omega” (Rev. 1:11), the first and last 

letters of the Greek alphabet. According to Hebrews 1:1–3, Jesus Christ is God’s last Word to 

mankind, for He is the climax of divine revelation. Jesus Christ is the eternal Word (vv. 1–2). He 

existed in the beginning, not because He had a beginning as a creature, but because He is 

eternal. He is God and He was with God. “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).  

 



Jesus Christ is the creative Word (v. 3). There is certainly a parallel between John 1:1 and 

Genesis 1:1, the “new creation” and the “old creation.” God created the worlds through His 

word: “And God said, ‘Let there be ...’”/ “For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it 

stood fast” (Ps. 33:9). God created all things through Jesus Christ (Col. 1:16), which means that 

Jesus is not a created being. He is eternal God. The verb was made is perfect tense in the Greek, 

which means a “completed act.” Creation is finished. It is not a process still going on, even 

though God is certainly at work in His creation (John 5:17). Creation is not a process; it is a 

finished product. 

 

Jesus Christ is the incarnate Word (v. 14). He was not a phantom or a spirit when He ministered 

on earth, nor was His body a mere illusion. John and the other disciples each had a personal 

experience that convinced them of the reality of the body of Jesus (1 John 1:1–2). Even though 

John’s emphasis is the deity of Christ, he makes it clear that the Son of God came in the flesh 

and was subject to the sinless infirmities of human nature. In his gospel, John points out that 

Jesus was weary (John 4:6) and thirsty (John 4:7), He groaned within (John 11:33) and openly 

wept (John 11:35). On the cross, He thirsted (John 19:28), died (John 19:30), and bled (John 

19:34). After His resurrection, He proved to Thomas and the other disciples that He still had a 

real body (John 20:24–29), howbeit, a glorified body. How was the “Word made flesh”? By the 

miracle of the Virgin Birth (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38). He took on Himself sinless 

human nature and identified with us in every aspect of life from birth to death. 

 

“The Word” was not an abstract concept of philosophy, but a real Person who could be seen, 

touched, and heard. Christianity is Christ, and Christ is God. The revelation of God’s glory is an 

important theme in the gospel. Jesus revealed God’s glory in His person, His works, and His 

words. John recorded seven wonderful signs (miracles) that openly declared the glory of God 

(John 2:11). The glory of the old covenant of law was a fading glory, but the glory of the new 

covenant in Christ is an increasing glory (see 2 Cor. 3). The law could reveal sin, but it could 

never remove sin. Jesus Christ came with fullness of grace and truth, and this fullness is 

available to all who will trust Him (John 1:16). 

 

The Light (1:4–13) 

Life is a key theme in John’s gospel; it is used thirty-six times. What are the essentials for human 

life? There are at least four: light (if the sun went out, everything would die), air, water, and 

food. Jesus is all of these! He is the Light of life and the Light of the world (John 8:12). He is the 

“Sun of righteousness” (Mal. 4:2). By His Holy Spirit, He gives us the “breath of life” (John 3:8; 

20:22), as well as the Water of life (John 4:10, 13–14; 7:37–39). Finally, Jesus is the Living Bread 



of Life that came down from heaven (John 6:35ff.). He not only has life and gives life, but He is 

life (John 14:6).  

 

Light and darkness are recurring themes in John’s gospel. God is light (1 John 1:5), while Satan 

is “the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53). People love either the light or the darkness, and this 

love controls their actions (John 3:16–19). Those who believe on Christ are the “sons of light” 

(John 12:35–36). Just as the first creation began with “Let there be light!” so the new creation 

begins with the entrance of light into the heart of the believer (2 Cor. 4:3–6). The coming of 

Jesus Christ into the world was the dawning of a new day for sinful man (Luke 1:78–79). You 

would think that blind sinners would welcome the light, but such is not always the case. The 

coming of the true light brought conflict as the powers of darkness opposed it. A literal 

translation of John 1:5 reads, “And the light keeps on shining in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it or understood it.” The Greek verb can mean “to overcome” or “to grasp, to 

understand.” Throughout the gospel of John, you will see both attitudes revealed: people will 

not understand what the Lord is saying and doing and, as a result, they will oppose Him. John 

7-12 records the growth of that opposition, which ultimately led to the crucifixion of Christ. 

Whenever Jesus taught a spiritual truth, His listeners interpreted it in a material or physical way. 

The light was unable to penetrate the darkness in their minds. This was true when He spoke 

about the temple of His body (John 2:19–21), the new birth (John 3:4), the living water (John 

4:11), eating His flesh (John 6:51ff.), spiritual freedom (John 8:30–36), death as sleep (John 

11:11–13), and many other spiritual truths. Satan strives to keep people in the darkness, 

because darkness means death and hell, while light means life and heaven. This fact helps 

explain the ministry of John the Baptist (John 1:6–8). John was sent as a witness to Jesus Christ, 

to tell people that the Light had come into the world. The nation of Israel, in spite of all its 

spiritual advantages, was blind to their own Messiah!  

 

The word witness is a key word in this book; John uses the noun fourteen times and the verb 

thirty-three times. John the Baptist was one of many people who bore witness to Jesus, “This is 

the Son of God!” Alas, John the Baptist was martyred and the Jewish leaders did nothing to 

prevent it. Why did the nation reject Jesus Christ? Because they “knew Him not.” They were 

spiritually ignorant. Jesus is the “true Light”—the original of which every other light is a copy—

but the Jews were content with the copies. They had Moses and the law, the temple and the 

sacrifices, but they did not comprehend that these “lights” pointed to the true Light who was 

the fulfillment, the completion, of the Old Testament religion. As you study John’s gospel, you 

will find Jesus teaching the people that He is the fulfillment of all that was typified in the law. It 

was not enough to be born a Jew; they had to be born again, born from above (John 3). He 

deliberately performed two miracles on the Sabbath to teach them that He had a new rest to 



give them (John 5; 9). He was the satisfying Manna (John 6) and the life-giving Water (John 

7:37–39). He is the Shepherd of a new flock (John 10:16), and He is a new Vine (John 15). But the 

people were so shackled by religious tradition that they could not understand spiritual truth. 

Jesus came to His own world that He had created, but His own people, Israel, could not 

understand Him and would not receive Him. They saw His works and heard His words. They 

observed His perfect life. He gave them every opportunity to grasp the truth, believe, and be 

saved. Jesus is the way, but they would not walk with Him (John 6:66–71). He is the truth, but 

they would not believe Him (John 12:37ff.). He is the life, and they crucified Him! But sinners 

today need not commit those same blunders. John 1:12–13 gives us the marvelous promise of 

God that anyone who receives Christ will be born again and enter the family of God! John says 

more about this new birth in John 3, but he points out here that it is a spiritual birth from God, 

not a physical birth that depends on human nature. The Light is still shining! Have you 

personally received the Light and become a child of God? 
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