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INTRODUCTION 

 Poverty has a lot of different faces. 

 Although we associate poverty with finances, it can be 
a poverty of a different kind.  

 2 Kings 4:1-7, “…cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my 
husband is dead…now his creditor is coming to take 
my two boys as his slaves.” 2 Elisha replied to her, 
“How can I help you?…what do you have in your 
house?” “Your servant has nothing there at all,” she 
said, “except a small jar of olive oil.” 3 Elisha said, 
“Go…ask all your neighbors for empty jars…4 Then go 
inside and shut the door behind you… Pour oil into all 
the jars…”…6 When all the jars were full…” Then the oil 
stopped flowing…man of God…said, “Go, sell the oil 
and pay your debts. You and your sons can live on 
what is left.” 

 Use what you have, and stop waiting for what you 
don’t have.  

 

I. WHEN WE HAVE A NEED, WE HAVE TO ASK! IT’S OK 
TO SAY “I NEED HELP”  

 Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you?”  

 The Key is where do you go for help?  

 Show people that you’re real, its ok to ask for Help.  

 Sometimes God will use what we already have in our 
possession, we just couldn’t see that. 

 Humble ourselves.Fear of rejection could have held 
her back from what God really wanted to do. 

 

 

II. YOUR ORDINARY CAN BE GOD’S EXTRAORDINARY!   

 “Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, 
“except a small jar of olive oil.” 

 Go and ask for vessels at neighbors, gather a lot.  

 Her part was to step out in faith. 

 God wants to take our lack and turn it into abundance.  
 
III. SHUT THE DOOR: VS. 4 

 Sometimes miracles happen behind closed doors, in 
the secret place, alone with God.  

 When you need a miracle sometimes you need the 
right people around you.  

 Difference between: Wise counsel vs. negative voices.  

 Deuteronomy 1:28-29 - Caleb and Joshua  
 

IV. OBEDIENCE TURNED TO THE MIRACULOUS 

 The vessels were full to over flowing.  

 God used that little small jar to overflow.  

 Oil can represent the Holy Spirit in scripture. 

 It represented God’s empowerment. 

 Obedience turned into the miraculous. 
 
V. RETURN TO THE SOURCE 

 Go and sell the oil and pay your debt.  

 She goes back to Elisha, this man of God. 

 Important for us to stay connected to the divine source. 

 John 15:5-8, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit…” 

 
CLOSING  

 What will your response be today? 

 What has God given you to steward, your Oil?  

 Is there something you need to trust Him in or with? 


