
Water of Life Community Church 
LIVING BEYOND BLESSED 
WEEK 4 
EXODUS 20:3-17 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• What are the one or two most important things you have learned about finances? 

• Have you shared these things with others?  With your children? 

We can worship God with the good stewardship of our finances. Selfishness, greed, and 
irresponsibility do not bring a good witness to others about how we love God.  If we love Him, we 
trust Him, and if we trust Him, we can learn to live within our means and can worship Him with our 
tithes. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Precious Jesus, We have been so blessed by You.  Help us to be a blessing to others and to You by 
showing us how to steward well all that you give us.  Grow us in You and make us wise in things of 
the Kingdom.  We want to serve no other master, only You. Help us to make our finances a true 
testimony of Your kingship over our lives. Thank you for teaching us, loving us, blessing us!  

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

The 10 commandments for finances come from the original 10 commandments!  Putting God 
first is essential for spiritual life and for financial stewardship.  Making our finances first 
becomes idolatry and living in debt makes us slaves to others.  How we walk financially is 
just as much a testimony as how we walk spiritually.  Pastor says, “Let’s have a bit of fun this 
week taking the 10 commandments and tying them to how we view money!”  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ EXODUS 20:3. 

a. God is declaring his place, first.  Why is it important to place Him first?  How can we do 
that with our finances? 

b. Read Matthew 6:24; What does Jesus say here about money?  Can a Christian be wealthy? 
What does it mean to serve wealth? 

In this series, we are learning about the heart; where is our treasure?  It is not about how much we 
have; it is about knowing it belongs to God and using whatever we have to serve Him and others.  
Putting God first causes us to serve Him first, it keeps everything else in the right place.  

2. READ EXODUS 20:4-7 

a. We are not to worship material things.  Anything we place before God is an idol to us.  
What idols have you dealt with in the past? 

b. Most of us think that taking the Lord’s name in vain means profanity.  It actually means 
using the name in a worthless way.  What have you asked God for that you know He does not 
want you to have?   

3. READ EXODUS 20:8-11 

a. This section of Exodus is about stewardship of our lives and our time.  Do you observe the 
Sabbath?  

b. One day of rest per week; kind of like tithing.  Do you believe God can provide for you with 
90% of your income? 

God has not intended us to be work machines. Sabbath rest is taking a day out of the work routine 
and enjoying all that God has provided.  It is a family time and should be something to look forward 
to.  Tithing is also to be done joyfully.  We bring our tithe in confidence that God is providing all we 
need with the 90% that we have.  

4. READ EXODUS 20:12 

a. How did you learn about finances?  Do you teach your children about finances? What 
mistakes have you made with money that you can teach your children not to do? 

b. Luke 16:13 explains that we cannot serve both God and money.  Do your children know 
this? 

Most adults did not learn finances from their parents, nor do they teach it to their children. It is often 
expected that someone will “figure it out” as they gain independence.  Teaching our children about 
our successes and failures with finances can help them to live lives free of idolatry to money. 

5. READ EXODUS 20:13-14 



a. How can we murder our financial future? Do you live on a budget? 

b. How is living beyond our means like adultery?  Do you want something you should not 
have? 

6. READ EXODUS 20:15-17 

a. Don’t buy now and pay later; you are stealing from your future.  How has using credit put 
you into slavery? 

b. Being a good witness means people are watching you. Do you live financially in a way that 
gives glory to God?  Are you in debt to others? 

Being in debt to others makes us slaves to them.  All we work for is to pay for something we could 
not wait for; our future is sold. It steals our joy and limits our options, our future. 

c. Are you content?  How do you know? Can you rest with what you have? What does 1 
Timothy 6:6-8 say about contentment? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Are you at rest with your possessions and your income? Ask God to help you remain 
content with what you have.   

• Ask God to help you teach what you have learned about finances to your children or 
to someone who has asked for your help. 

• Take some time to reflect on how God sees our finances. Are we living in a way that is 
a testimony to Him?   

Asking God to rule over our finances is a good way to steward what we have. We should take care 
to honor others by paying off our debts to them.  Staying away from buying what we don’t need with 
money we don’t have to please people we don’t know is pleasing to God.  

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Do your finances reflect your testimony as a believer? 

RESPOND  

• What is one thing that you can change this week to honor God with your finances? 

 



Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Matthew 6:24 

"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth." 

COMMENTARY 

MATTHEW 6:24 

Nowhere did Jesus magnify poverty or criticize the legitimate getting of wealth.  God made all things, 
including food, clothing, and precious metals.  God has declared that all things He has made are 
good.  God knows that we need certain things in order to live.  In fact, He has given us “richly all 
things to enjoy” (1 Tim 6:17). It is not wrong to possess things, but it is wrong for things to possess 
us.  The sin of idolatry is as dangerous as the sin of hypocrisy!  There are many warnings in the 
Bible against covetousness.  Jesus warned against the sin of living for the things of this life.  He 
pointed out the sad consequences of covetousness and idolatry. 

Wealth not only enslaves the heart, but it also enslaves the mind.  God’s Word often uses the eye to 
represent the attitudes of the mind.  If the eye is properly focused on the light, the body can function 
properly in its movements.  But if the eye is out of focus and seeing double, it results in unsteady 
movements.  It is most difficult to make progress while trying to look in two directions at the same 
time.  

If our aim in life is to get material gain, it will mean darkness within.  But if our outlook is to serve and 
glorify God, there will be light within.  If what should be light is really darkness, then we are being 
controlled by darkness; and outlook determines outcome. 

Finally, materialism can enslave the will (Matt 6:24).  We cannot serve two masters simultaneously.  
Either Jesus Christ is our Lord, or money is our Lord. It is a matter of the will.  “But those who want 
to get rich fall into temptation and a snare” (1Tim 6:9). If God grants riches, and we use them for His 
glory, then riches are a blessing.  But if we will to get rich, and live with that outlook, we will pay a 
great price for those riches. 
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