
Water of Life Community Church 
LIVING BEYOND BLESSED 
WEEK 3 
MATTHEW 25:14-30 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever had one really good babysitter?  What made that person stand out?   

• What are the important values in someone you trust?   

Stewardship is important; someone that we can trust with the things that are important to us are 
good stewards.  God expects us to be good stewards with the things that are important to Him.  That 
includes all the blessings He gives us, but we are to remember that we do not own them.  

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, we are thankful for your blessings and we desire to be good stewards of all you give us. 
Help us to learn how to do this and do it well.  Work in our hearts so that our motives are pure and 
our thoughts are right. It is our blessing to serve you in all things.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Being good stewards means we know when we give with a right heart that God will bless it. 
God also blesses us when we operate our finances based on Biblical standards. When you 
yield your journey to God, everything, He is the Journey Lord, the Relationship Lord, the 
Finance Lord, the Employment Lord, the Ministry Lord.  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ MATTHEW 25:14-30. 

a. Talents in this parable are not abilities; a talent in this context is a sum of money.  This lord 
was giving his servants an opportunity.  What opportunities is God giving to you? 

b. Were the “stewards” under pressure?  Only one hid the money.  He did not understand the 
heart of his master.  Why? 

The master gave different amounts of money to his servants according to their abilities.  This master 
was asking for his servants to steward what was his. Each of his servants did business with the 
money they were given to steward, and He rewarded each servant with money according to their 
abilities.  Jesus spoke this parable to describe what stewardship is; what should each of us do with 
the opportunities God gives us? 

c. Fear drove the servant who hid his money.  Do you sometimes have fear over how you 
spend your money?  Why?  

d. Read Matthew 25:29. What is the promise here for us?  How does this inspire you to use 
your money well? 

2. READ PSALM 50:10-12. 

a. Everything belongs to God, nothing belongs to us.  God has appointed us as stewards; 
where is your heart concerning your belongings?  Why? 

b. Pastor reminds us that the Garden was a stewardship.  However, the serpent tempted Eve 
and Adam with the idea that they could own themselves.  How do we still yield to that 
temptation? 

Pastor is helping us to understand the difference between ownership and stewardship.  Ownership 
brings responsibility; much like a landlord.  God is the only one who is able to control the future, the 
present, and everything that concerns us.  He provides all we need; it is our responsibility to trust 
Him with our money, our stuff, and ourselves. 

c. When we discover that God owns everything, we transition from owner to steward.  Why is 
this transition for our benefit?   

3. READ LUKE 12:18-21. 

a. How was the man in this story foolish?  What did he do wrong? 

b. The foolish man’s goods will be given to someone else when he is gone.  What could he 
have done differently?  How would that be different from the outcome he had? 

The man in this story was not reprimanded for making money or even building bigger barns.  He was 
wrong for building everything for himself.  He had no plan for his wealth other than for his own living.  
He did not know that his life was about to be over on this earth, and his wealth did nothing for 
anyone but himself until he was gone. 



c. God judges us by what He has given us.  What opportunities do you think God is giving 
you?  Are you looking for them? 

 PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Ask God to show you what opportunities He is giving you.  What will you do with 
them? 

• What other opportunities has God placed in front of you? 

Take some time to ask God what He wants us to do with what He has given.  How can we change 
our thinking from ownership to stewardship? When we recognize good stewardship involves risk, do 
we trust God to care for us?   

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Take some time this week and talk to God about all He has given you, and how you 

can be a good steward of His money and His things. 

RESPOND  

• What is one way you can begin using what God has entrusted to you for Him? 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Matthew 25:21 

"His Master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share in your master’s 
happiness!” 

  



COMMENTARY 

MATTHEW 25:14-30 

This parable must not be confused with the Parable of the Pounds (Luke 19:11-27) though the two 
parables do have similarities.  Please note that each servant in this parable was given money (a 
talent was worth about twenty years’ wages) according to his ability.  The man with much ability was 
given five talents; the man with average ability received two talents; the man with minimal ability 
received one talent. 

The talents represent opportunities to use our abilities.  If five talents were given to a person with 
minimal ability, he would be destroyed by the heavy responsibility. But if only one talent were given 
to a man of great ability, he would be disgraced and degraded.  God assigns work and opportunity 
according to ability.  We are living in the period of time between Matthew 25:18 and 19. We have 
been assigned our ministries according to the abilities and gifts God has given us.  It is our privilege 
to serve the Lord and multiply. 

The three servants fell into two categories: faithful and unfaithful.  The faithful servants took their 
talents and put them to work for their Lord. The unfaithful servant hid his talent in the earth.  Instead 
of using his opportunities, he buried them!  He did not purposely do evil.  But by doing nothing, he 
was committing sin and robbing his Lord of service and increase. 

The two men who put their money to work each received the same commendation (Matt 25:21, 23). 
It was not the portion but the proportion that made the difference.  They started as servants, but their 
Lord promoted them to rulers.  They were faithful with a few things, so the Lord trusted them with 
many things.  They had worked and toiled, and now they entered into joy.  Their faithfulness gave 
each of them a capacity for greater service and responsibility. 

The third servant was unfaithful and therefore was unrewarded.  Because this man was afraid he 
anxiety, so he buried the talent to protect it.  The least he could have done was to put the money in a 
bank and collect some interest.  There was no real risk in that. 

What we do not use for the Lord, we are in danger of losing.  The master reprimanded the unfaithful, 
unprofitable servant, and then took his talent from him.  The man with the most talents received the 
extra talent. 

Some feel that this unprofitable servant was not a true believer.  But it seems that he was a true 
servant, even though he proved to be unprofitable.  The “outer darkness” of Matthew 25:30 need not 
refer to hell, even though that is often the case in the Gospels (Matt 8:12; 22:13).  It is dangerous to 
build theology on parables, for parables illustrate truth in vivid ways.  The man was dealt with by the 
Lord, he lost his opportunity for service, and he gained no praise or reward.  To me, that is outer 
darkness. 

It is possible that the one-talent man thought his one talent was not really very important.  He did not 
have five talents, or even two.  Why worry about one?  Because he was appointed as a steward by 
the Lord.  Were it not for the one-talent people in our world, very little would get accomplished.  His 
one talent could have increased to two and brought glory to his master. 

These parables encourage us to love His appearing, look for His appearing, and labor faithfully until 
He comes.  We should be watching, witnessing, and working.  We may not be successful in the eyes 



of men, or even popular with others.  But if we are faithful and profitable, we shall receive our 
reward.  
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