
Water of Life Community Church 
LIVING BEYOND BLESSED 
WHO’S THE OWNER? 
WEEK 2 
PSALM 50:10-12 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Remember a time when someone was really generous to you.  Describe the experience, and 
how it was impactful to you. 

• Was there a time when you were asked by God to give something away, money or other gift, 
that was a stretch for you?  What did you do? 

Ownership and stewardship are not the same thing.  When we own something, it is ours and we 
control what we do with it.  If we are stewards of something, we protect it, but we do with it whatever 
the owner wants.  Going from ownership to stewardship of all that we have is a challenge.  However, 
God asks us to test Him in this, and we will see His blessings! 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for providing everything we need.  We recognize You as Jehovah Jireh, our 
Provider, and You bless us every day!  Help us to remember that everything belongs to You and we 
are called to be good stewards of all You give us. We have nothing without You.  You are our all in 
all.  We remember that our treasure is in heaven and our time here is short.  We love you!  In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

The two things people need to be blessed in their financial journey are generosity and 
stewardship.  To be blessed means to be endowed with divine favor and protection; having 
more than enough material, emotional, and spiritual resources. In order to worship, you must 
understand generosity.  This includes our time, our talent and our resources.  Genesis 12:2 



says that we are blessed to be a blessing.  Are we rivers of blessing, or reservoirs of God’s 
blessing? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ PSALM 24:1, AND PSALM 50:10-12. 

a. Psalm 24:1 says the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  What does that mean to you in 
light of how you think about your own possessions? 

b. What happens when/if God asks for your possessions?  Would it be hard to give them 
back?  Why or why not? 

Knowing that God owns everything can be a freeing experience as we realize we are not owned by 
our stuff.  Money is power, and power is hard to relinquish.  We find that we can feel in control when 
we think we can buy what we need in any situation.  Being free of ownership of our stuff makes us 
completely dependent on God’s provision.  When we surrender to that, we can be free. 

c. Psalm 50:10-12 gives a partial list of all that God owns.  How can this list make you feel 
secure instead of insecure? 

d. Israel’s livestock represented their income. When we read in Psalm 50 that the livestock 
belongs to God, we can understand that our income, whatever it is, belongs to God too.  How 
do you view your income? To whom does it belong? 

e. What would it take for you to give God everything you have?  Would you be able to 
relinquish more than your tithe and offerings? 

2. READ EXODUS 13:2 AND EXODUS 23:19. 

a. Exodus 13:2 directs God’s people to consecrate every firstborn; both animal and human.  
Do you think of your children as belonging to God?  What does that look like? 

Thinking that we belong to God goes beyond just our hearts.  Our bodies, our income, and our 
possessions also belong to Him.  We give our tithe, but even so, all we have belongs to God.  We 
may not have thought about how to give our time, our talents, and resources, but God gives us 
opportunities to use them all for Him.   

b. Exodus 23:19 talks about bringing the first of the firstfruits.  What does that mean to you? 

c. Malachi 3 says holding back the tithe and offerings are robbing God.  God speaks further 
and challenges the readers to test Him so they will see that He will bless those who bring 
their tithes and offerings.  Have you experienced this? What was that like? 

  



3. READ LEVITICUS 27:30. 

a. This verse describes the tithe of the seeds and the fruit of the trees belonging to the Lord. 
Pastor says this is the FIRST 10%, not just 10%.  This is a test of the heart. Why do you think 
this is so hard? 

b. Luke 16:10-11 says that a person who is honest, even with a little, can be trusted with 
much; but a person who is dishonest, even with a little, cannot be trusted with true riches.  
What does this say to us today?  How are we dishonest, even with little things? 

These verses go to the center of who we are.  God cannot be fooled, and he sees the intentions of 
our hearts as well as our actions.  We cannot hide anything from Him. Our attitudes about money 
and our possessions speak loudly of what we think and how we feel.  It is not enough to put a “tip” in 
the offering box.  God knows what we have and how we think about our blessings. 

c. What is God saying in Matthew 23:23? 

d. According to Malachi 3:10-11, what does God promise to those who test Him with their 
tithe? 

Matthew 23:23 is addressing the Pharisees and teachers of law.  They made a show of tithing the 
very leaves of their spices.  Note that Jesus did not say they should not do this.  He said that they 
should also practice justice, mercy and faithfulness.   Bringing our tithe, and walking the walk are 
both important to God. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• How can you begin tithing the first 10% if this is new to you?   

• If you have been a tither for some time, in what ways has God shown His abundance 
to you?  Thank Him for that! 

Take some time now to surrender ownership to God. Ask for help to be courageous enough to test 
God by tithing. Take time to thank and praise Him for blessing you! 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• How has God blessed you when you have been obedient to tithe? 

  



RESPOND  

• Take time to bring the first of your income, time, and talent this week to God.  See 

what He will do for you! 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Psalm 24:1 

"The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  The world, and all its people belong to Him. " 

COMMENTARY 

MATTHEW 23:23 

To the Pharisee, righteousness meant outward conformity to the Law of God. They ignored the 
inward condition of the heart. Religion consisted in obeying numerous rules that governed every 
detail of life, including what you did with the spices in your cupboard.  The Pharisees were careful to 
say the right words and follow the right ceremonies, but they did not inwardly obey the Law.  God 
desired truth in the inward parts.  To preach one thing and practice another is only hypocrisy. 

Justice, mercy, and faithfulness are the important qualities God is seeking.  Obeying the rules is no 
substitute.  While it is good to pay attention to details, we must never lose our sense of priorities in 
spiritual matters.  Jesus did not condemn the practice of tithing.  But he did condemn those who 
allowed their legalistic scruples to keep them from developing true Christian character. 

LUKE 16:10-11 

The Lord’s second admonition is be faithful in the way you use your material wealth.  He makes it 
clear that you cannot divorce the “spiritual” from the “material.”  Why is the Lord so concerned about 
the way we use money? Because money is not neutral…apparently by its very nature, money defiles 
and debases those who love it and let it control their lives.   

People who are unfaithful in the way they use money are also unfaithful in the way they use the “true 
riches” of God’s kingdom.  We cannot be orthodox in our theology and at the same time heretical in 
the way we use money.  God will not commit His true riches to individuals or ministries that waste 
money and will not give an accounting to the people who have supported them.  When it came to 
money, Paul was very careful that everything was honest “not only in the sight of the Lord, but also 
in the sight of men.” 
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