
Water of Life Community Church 
LIVING BEYOND BLESSED 
WEEK 1 
PSALMS 24:1 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Money is a difficult subject to talk about.  Who taught you how to handle your finances? What 
is your one most important rule about money? 

Money is mentioned in the Bible many times. Why are we so uncomfortable talking about it? People 
who are not believers in the Bible have said that the best financial advice they can give comes from 
the Bible, even in these modern times.  In this series, we can look at our finances as something God 
can use.  It all belongs to Him!   

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, we are grateful for all we have. Help us to be good stewards of your blessings, and 
show us how to bless others. Keep us from being “reservoirs” and help us to become “rivers” of 
blessing.  We thank you for helping us to be free from the traps money can lay for us.  We choose to 
bless you and others with what we are given.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Peter Grandich, author of “Confessions of a Wall Street Whiz Kid” said, “I get my financial 
guidance from the Bible…The writers of the Bible anticipated the problems we would have 
with money and possessions; there are more than 2,000 references.”  “Our whole culture now 
is built on the premise that we have to have more money and more stuff to feel happy and 
secure…We have too much stuff because we’ve bought into the myth fabricated by Wall 
Street and Madison Avenue that more stuff equals more happiness. That’s the total opposite 
of the truth, and the opposite of what it says in the Bible.” 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ PSALMS 24:1. 

a. When we read that the earth is the Lord’s, how does that make us feel about the things we 
have earned?  Do we recognize that our stuff belongs to the Lord?  Why or why not? 

b. Do we spend more time thanking God for what we have, or asking God for what we don’t 
have?  Why? 

Gratitude for all that we have can be a deterrent for overspending. Scripture tells us to “be content” 
but for many of us, that is really hard. Understanding that what we have is God’s, helps us to 
recognize our role as a steward of God’s blessings.  Steward means, “the careful and responsible 
management of somebody else’s property or finances.”    

c. Do you figure in an amount in your budget for generosity? Other than your tithe, do you 
plan to have a little extra to give away?  What would that look like? 

d. What will it take to live under your means?  Are you willing to begin making changes to 
your financial planning to accomplish this?  

2. READ MATTHEW 6:21. 

a. Money does not follow your heart, your heart follows your money.  When is this true?  

b. Where do you want your heart to be?  Is it possible to plant seeds of faith with your money 
right now that will grow your heart?  Seeds can be small… 

While is it a good thing to work at getting out of debt, waiting until we have “enough” money to be 
generous can be counterproductive.  We can be generous with our time, our possessions, our 
money even if it is a small amount.  The point is to be generous, let it be about who we are, not 
about what we have. 

c. What can you invest in today that will begin to do something generous in your heart?   

d. Do you sometimes think if you are generous to one thing, that you will need to be 
generous to everything?  How can you choose what to give your time, money, and talents to? 

3. READ 1 CHRONICLES 4:9-10. 

a. Jabez asked God to bless him.  Have you ever asked God to bless you? Why or why not? 
Have you ever asked God to bless you so you can bless someone else?  Did you? What was 
that like? 

b. If you want God to bless you to bless others, are you already blessing others? What is an 
example of someone being generous to you that had nothing to do with money?  How did 
that make you feel?   



Sometimes it is hard to ask for something for ourselves. But if we ask for blessing, and then don’t 
share it with others, then we are just a reservoir and not a river.  God wants his blessings to flow 
from us to others. Jabez asked for a lot!  To enlarge what he owns, to protect him, to remain with 
him and to keep him from pain. Don’t be afraid to ask God to bless you! 

 PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• When you read Matthew 6:21, what can the people around you see about you when 
they know where your heart is?  Does something need to change?  Ask God. 

• Ask God to bless you in an area where you are being generous to someone else.  How 
can you be more generous? 

Ownership is hard to give up.  To become stewards of God’s gifts, we need to give up our own 
“titleship” to what we think belongs to us. It is easy to listen to a message on money and generosity, 
but following through is a real challenge.  Pray that your group will be courageous in stepping out in 
faith to trust God in order to become godly stewards of all that God has given us. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Can you pray the prayer of Jabez this week and ask God to bless you so that you can 

be a blessing to others? 

RESPOND  

• How can you be generous to one person this week in a way you have not done 

before? 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Matthew 6:21 

"For where your treasure is there your heart will be also." 

COMMENTARY 



MATTHEW 6:21 

Materialism will enslave the heart, the mind, and the will.  We can become shackled by the material 
things of life, but we ought to be liberated and controlled by the Spirit of God. 

If the heart loves the material things, and puts earthly gain above heavenly investments, then the 
result can only be a tragic loss.  The treasures of earth may be used for God.  But if we gather 
material things for ourselves, we will lose them; and we will lose our hearts with them.  Instead of 
spiritual enrichment, we will experience impoverishment. 

What does it mean to lay up treasures in heaven? It means to use all that we have for the glory of 
God.  It means to “hang loose” when it comes to the material things of life.  It also means measuring 
life by the true riches of the kingdom and not by the false riches of this world. 
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