
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 17 

JOHN 20-21 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever expected something, and it turned out just the opposite of what you 

wanted? 

• How did you cope?  

The disciples were looking for a Messiah that would take over the government and end Roman 

rule. Jesus instead went to the cross. The disciples could not have been more discouraged, 

disappointed, and feeling empty. They decided to go back to what they were doing before 

meeting Jesus. Have you ever felt like giving up? 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, we have the advantage of time and knowing that Jesus’ plan to go to the cross was 

what we needed. We accept that Jesus is God and that He came from You. Help us to believe in 

Him and accept all He has done for us. We thank You for Your great love for us. In Jesus’ Name. 

Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

John 20 is an incredible chapter. It begins with the greatest question mark in history, and 

ends with the greatest exclamation mark. The question mark is that Jesus Christ, who was 

supposed to be the Messiah, was in the tomb. The exclamation mark is the fact that Jesus 

Christ is alive and the tomb is empty! John 20 is a road map to believing beyond yourself, 

your weaknesses, and your doubts. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 20:19-31. 

a. Share about a time you were scared.   

b. Jesus revealed Himself to His disciples and followers and brought them a great sense of 

courage. What about these verses brings you courage? 

What a blessing it was for the early Christians to be able to see Jesus with their eyes and touch 

Him with their hands. But that is not what saved them; in their believing they were saved. Faith 

in His Word and in His miracles should bring us great courage and hope. 

c. Some of Jesus’ followers did not believe the first reports that He was resurrected and 

Thomas required visible truth before he could say he believed. Have you met our Risen 

Savior? If so, share how He has changed your life. If you haven’t, there’s no better time than 

now. 

d. A life with Jesus not only makes you alive but also gives you _______.  Fill in this blank and 

take some time to talk about it. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is the crux of our faith. It is God’s great rescue mission to not only 

give us life but give us purpose. The greatest tragedy in life is not death but living a life with no 

Jesus and no purpose.  

*While it may be assumed that your small group members have made the decision to ask Jesus 

to come into their hearts and to be king of their lives, be prepared for any member who might 

choose to make this decision for the first time. 



 

 

Salvation Prayer: I believe in You, Jesus. I believe You are God’s only Son, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit. I believe in Your sinless life, Your miracles and teachings. I ask today that You would 

come into my heart and into my life and I invite You to be my King. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

2. READ JOHN 21:1-8. 

a. In verses 1-8, we clearly see Peter making a conscious decision to go fishing. There are 

many opinions of why this may be so. Take a minute to discuss your opinions.  

b. It’s pretty clear that these fishermen had a rough evening with absolutely no pay off, not 

one fish in the net! Then comes Jesus on the shore, “Children, have you caught any fish?” 

Why do you think Jesus referred to them as children in this passage? In their 

embarrassment, the disciples still did not know who this was yelling out to them from the 

shore. What happened next? What lesson do you see Jesus teaching through this scenario? 

Some believe it was perfectly appropriate and practical of Peter to go back to fishing; he had 

bills to pay. Others believe that Peter was called away from that life but disobediently went 

back, and even worse he took six other believers along with him, leading them astray 

temporarily.  

Many commentaries note that the term children in this passage refers to an expression 

signifying His affection for the disciples. 

Jesus took over and gave clear and simple directions that resulted in a huge catch; 153 fish just 

about burst their nets wide open and they were unable to haul it all into shore. In this fishing 

miracle, perhaps we can see that with Jesus we become successful “fishers of men,” but apart 

from Him, in our own power and might, our nets are empty. 

3. READ JOHN 21:15-17. 

c. What are the three questions Jesus asked Peter and why did He ask these questions? 

1. “Do you love me more than these?” Jesus is referring to these things: the boats, the nets, 

the guys… 

2. “Do you agape me?” Agape, literally being the highest and most unconditional kind of 

love. 

3. “Do you phileo me?” Phileo, meaning brotherly love. 



 

 

It’s crucial that we remember Peter had denied Jesus three times. Jesus was testing Peter’s 

heart to see if he had grown. The answer was yes; Peter was broken and humbled over his 

failure and was honest about where he stood and his love for Jesus. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Who, and what, are you going to live for? 

• What have you failed at and how can you still succeed?  

Failing is not a permanent situation with God; He can forgive and help us to succeed even when 

we cannot see how this is possible! 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• How does Jesus’ resurrection impact you daily? 

RESPOND  

• Share with someone this week how Jesus’ resurrection has changed you. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 20:31 

 

“But these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that by believing you may have life in His name.” 

  



 

 

COMMENTARY 

Our Lord began this prayer by praying for Himself, but in praying for Himself, He was also 

praying for us. “A prayer for self is not by any means necessarily a selfish prayer,” wrote Dr. R. A. 

Torrey, and an examination of Bible prayers shows that this is true. Our Lord’s burden was the 

glory of God, and this glory would be realized in His finished work on the cross. The servant of 

God has every right to ask his Father for the help needed to glorify His name. “Hallowed be thy 

name” is the first petition in the Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9), and it is the first emphasis in this 

prayer. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 

Copyright © Warren W. Wiersbe. Generously provided by David C. Cook . See all the volumes in 

the BE Bible Study Series in the Bible Gateway Store. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%206:9
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