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LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever served on a jury or watched a trial live on TV? When you did, what was the 

one fact that you learned for the first time about trials? 

• If you were on Jesus’ defense team, describe one part where you would shout “objection” 

and why. 

Chapters 18 and 19 are mostly the trial Jesus went through that led to His crucifixion. The ice 

breaker questions are to get the group ready for discussing the circumstances surrounding His 

trial. 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

Lord, as we gather today to talk about Jesus’ last hours on earth, we ask the Holy Spirit to prepare 

our hearts and minds to understand how those events changed history and how they should 

change us. In Jesus’ name. 

WORSHIP  

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 

couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Jesus’ trial was one of a kind in so many ways. A trial’s intent is to bring forth the facts, but that 

was the farthest thing from what took place in Jesus’ trial. In chapters 18 and 19, John covers 

Jesus’ trial and crucifixion and His reaction to all the events that took place, showing the 

reader His obedience to the Father throughout those last hours of His time on earth.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 18:1-14. 

a. What was the significance of Jesus walking through Kidron Ravine and into the garden of 

Gethsemane?   

b. What did the soldiers expect Jesus would do when they arrived at the garden of 

Gethsemane, and what did Jesus do instead? 

Kidron Ravine was where the blood from temple sacrifices ran.  Jesus was walking it as the last 

time any animal blood would mean forgiveness for sin. Gethsemane means Olive press; Jesus 

was pressed as He was praying that night to the Father. 

c. When did Jesus’ surrender start? What does that mean to us as believers who sometimes 

face hard to accept circumstances in our Christian walk? 

Jesus’ surrender started when He was praying, not when the soldiers arrested Him. 

2. READ JOHN 18:19-23. 

a. What is the main reason the Jewish leaders wanted to have Him killed?  

They rejected Jesus for the same reason many people reject Him today, out of fear that “we may 

lose control.” 

3. READ JOHN 19:1-22. 

a. Was Jesus a victim of a mistrial? Read Acts 2:23. 

The scripture in Acts clearly states that Jesus’ death was predetermined. John 10:18 makes it clear 

that Jesus laid his life down and that no one takes it from Him. 



 

 

4. READ JOHN 19:23-30, HEBREWS 9:22-28 AND LEVITICUS 17:11. 

a. Why should He suffer, was there an easier way?  

b. Why was whole crucifixion so bloody?  

Hebrews explains that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. Just as the Old 

Testament sacrifices were bloody, so Jesus’ death had to be in order to obtain salvation from sin. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Lord Jesus, thank You for the cross. You shed Your blood to save us and reconcile us with the 

Father. You surrendered with Your free will to finish my salvation. Help me in my trials, to 

surrender and lift my eyes up to You, my Savior, my example in life and my King.  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• What did you learn today that can be applied to your current circumstances? 

• Upon reading the cross story, what does Jesus’ suffering to accomplish His mission 

teach us? 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT 

• Chapter 18 focuses on three men: Jesus, Peter and Pilate. Jesus who seemed to be 

surrendered to the Roman soldiers, but was actually in control the whole time. Peter 

who told the Lord he would go with Him anywhere up to death, but then denied that 

he even knew Him. Pilate who asked Jesus “what is truth?” was actually face to face 

with the Truth, but missed it. 

RESPOND 

• Circumstances could make us feel surrounded, but we always need to remind 

ourselves that He is bigger and stronger than the circumstances. When we pray, 

sometimes we promise God many things, but when faced with reality, we might end 

up denying Him, just like Peter. We need to learn to ask for strength and faith before 

overpromising. Lastly, let’s ask God to open our eyes to see Him, the Truth, and stop 

looking for answers in the world. 



 

 

 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE  

Hebrews 12:2 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.  

COMMENTARY 

For three years, Jesus had been with them to protect them from attack, but now He was about to 

leave them. He had told them this earlier in the evening (John 13:33), and Peter had asked Him 

where He was going (John 13:36). However, Peter’s question revealed more concern about 

himself than about the Lord Jesus! Also, his question centered on the immediate, not the 

ultimate. It was necessary for Jesus to explain why it was important for them that He return to the 

Father. 

The major reason, of course, is that the Holy Spirit might come to empower the church for life 

and witness. Also, the ascended Savior would be able to intercede for His people at the heavenly 

throne of grace. With all of their faults, the disciples dearly loved their Master, and it was difficult 

for them to grasp these new truths. 

It is important to note that the Spirit comes to the church and not to the world. This means that 

He works in and through the church. The Holy Spirit does not minister in a vacuum. Just as the 

Son of God had to have a body in order to do His work on earth, so the Spirit of God needs a 

body to accomplish His ministries, and that body is the church. Our bodies are His tools and 

temples, and He wants to use us to glorify Christ and to witness to a lost world. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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