
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

THE BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 15 

JOHN 16-17 

 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER  

• What was your most profound experience with receiving the Holy Spirit?   

• Give an example of how your life has changed since you’ve received the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus said that He would leave us the Holy Spirit. He describes the relationship we are to have 

with Him and why. The Holy Spirit facilitates conviction of sin for both believers and non-

believers which leads to repentance. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Jesus we are so grateful for Your Lordship over our lives. We surrender to You King Jesus, 

Creator of all heaven and earth. Holy Spirit come and open our ear gates and eye gates to all 

that You have for us in this teaching. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

  



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus has always been concerned about the condition of our hearts. We can look good on 

the outside while leaving the heart unattended and broken. Jesus came to give us abundant 

life to set us free from any bondage that has entangled us. Jesus loves us so much and 

desires our hearts to be free. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 16:5-7. 

a. In vs. 5-6, Jesus told the disciples that He was going to the One who sent Him.  Have you 

had a time when you felt insecure or afraid in your walk with Jesus?  Describe that time. 

b. Jesus knew that His time was limited and wanted to reassure His disciples that even 

though He would be gone, they would have the Comforter, Advocate, and Teacher in the 

Holy Spirit. How has the Holy Spirit impacted you through this teaching? 

Jesus became flesh and blood as a human. He experienced the depth of sorrow that humanity 

had caused on earth. His reassurance of leaving us the Holy Spirit is a dramatic and powerful 

illustration of His love for us. He was leaving but leaving us with the power to carry on in Him.  

2. READ JOHN 16:8-11. 

a. What three things did Jesus say the Holy Spirit would do in vs. 8? 

b. What happens when we confess our sin to God? 

c. What appropriation has the cross given to us? 

Jesus wants us to learn why our relationship with the Holy Spirit is fundamental in our walk with 

Jesus. He illuminates the living word of God for us and teaches us how to live. The relationship 

we have available to us with the Holy Spirit reveals the heart of the Father to us.   

3. READ JOHN 16:13-15. 

a. What does Jesus call the Holy Spirit in vs. 13? 



 

 

b. In vs. 13(b), Jesus tells us the Holy Spirit speaks only what He hears and will tell you what 

is yet to come. Why do you think this is so important for us to learn?  

c. Whom does Jesus tell us the Holy Spirit will glorify in vs. 14? 

d. What does Jesus tell us belongs to the Father in vs. 15? 

The Holy Spirit glorifies the Son; that is the test of hearing His voice. All things belong to the 

Father and He gives them to the Son and the Son gives them to the Father. Jesus is establishing 

the Holy Spirit as God. They live in community and all things belong to them all. 

4. READ JOHN 17:1-26. 

a. Jesus speaks of both the world, and glory in this longest prayer in the Bible. What does 

Jesus mean by “glory”?   

b. In verses 1-5, Jesus prays for himself. Do you pray for yourself? Why or why not? 

Glory is how Jesus is describing what will happen when He finishes sacrificing Himself for the 

world. He will be lifted up, and the hope of the world rests on this act. It is the truest act of 

obedience ever done.  

c. In verses 6-19 Jesus prays for his disciples. What can we learn from these verses about 

praying for others? 

d. In verses 20-26 Jesus prays for us, His church. What does He pray for? 

Jesus prays for others to stay in Jesus, in fellowship, and community. Jesus prays for His 

disciples to be protected from evil and to be equipped to serve God. These are important as 

this is His last prayer on this earth for us. Jesus prays for His Church to be one; for the church of 

His time on earth, and for the church that exists today.  

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• What have you learned about the relationship between Jesus, the Father, and the 

Holy Spirit in John 16:12-15? 

• What action will you take to go deeper with knowing the Holy Spirit? 



 

 

Knowing the Holy Spirit is like any other relationship; time and conversation is needed. Make 

time to pray and make your prayers a conversation. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

● “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not 

speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to 

come.” John 16:13. 

RESPOND  

● How will this change the way you view the world? Will this change the way you pray? 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 16:7 

“But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the 

Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.”   

COMMENTARY 

This is the seventh and last of the “I am” statements of Christ recorded in the gospel of John. 

However, Jesus did not stop with this image, but went on to use the picture of “the friend.” 

These two pictures of the believer–branches and friends–reveal both our privileges and our 

responsibilities. As branches, we have the privilege of sharing His life, and the responsibility of 

abiding. As friends, we have the privilege of knowing His will and the responsibility of obeying. 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-study/toc 

Copyright © Warren W. Wiersbe. Generously provided by David C. Cook . See all the volumes in the 

BE Bible Study Series in the Bible Gateway Store. 
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