
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

THE BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 14 

JOHN 14-15 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER  

● Do you remember as a child wanting to go to work with your mom or dad to see what it 

was like there? 

● Can you share something humorous you experienced the first time you went to the 

market during the pandemic’s lock down? 

Encourage participants to put themselves into the disciples’ sandals. Here was their Shepherd 

telling them He was going to leave them. What? Where was He going? Couldn’t they go with 

Him?   

The closest the world may ever have come to experiencing isolation or abandonment in this 

century was during the pandemic-caused shut down. Was God abandoning us? That question 

may have been asked by many. But Jesus gave them/us His Word, then and now “Do not let 

your heart be troubled” and “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

Lord God, make Your Word alive in us today as we study John 14. Lord Jesus, today we thank 

You for Your obedience to the Father. We thank You for showing Your love and selflessness on 

that last night with Your beloved disciples, even as You knew that behind the scenes Your 

betrayal had begun. You spoke words of comfort, encouragement, and blessed assurance to 

their troubled hearts to prepare them for what was to follow. Today those same living words 

continue to minister to us, through Your Holy Spirit. Lead us today in this small group.  And we 

will give You all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory!  Amen. 

 



 

 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

It’s the last night the disciples will see Jesus until after His death when He rises from the 

grave. Talk about a farewell dinner: first they reclined at the table for the meal. Afterwards, 

Jesus girded Himself like a servant and washed their feet giving them the example “that you 

also should do as I did to you.” Then in John 14 Jesus calms their troubled hearts “Let not 

your hearts be troubled,” after He tells them he is going to leave them. Imagine the 

conversation at the table after He made that announcement. Jesus proceeded to give them 

wonderful assurances to hold onto - assurances that today we can claim and thus enjoy 

untroubled hearts. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JOHN 14:1-3. 

a. As a believer, what do the promises in the above scriptures mean to you personally?   

b. How can you apply them to your current circumstances? 

Jesus lovingly spoke these words given to Him by the Father to comfort and assure His 

disciples. The Word is as alive today as it was when first spoken and it accomplishes what God 

intended it for, it never returns void. These particular scriptures are much used in personal 

application and healing room ministries, as well as “market place” or “sidewalk” ministry. We 

(followers) are to go out and spread His Word in love to those who don’t know Him (as 

prompted by the Holy Spirit). I am constantly amazed by what He does when I pray His Word 

over a stranger - even the drive-thru waiter/waitress at Taco Bell. 

c. How could you minister to a non-believer with these scriptures?   



 

 

d. Do you need prayer in this area today/tonight and, if so, would you ask your small group 

to pray for you? 

2. READ JOHN 14:16-26. 

a. Why did Jesus tell His disciples, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Helper…” and why is that important to us as His followers? 

b. What does the Holy Spirit teach us and remind us of? 

Jesus knew that His disciples/followers would need His Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Spirit of 

Truth, our Encourager, and our Advocate, so that we would not feel abandoned, helpless, or 

hopeless in this world. The Holy Spirit will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance 

all that I said to you.” The Holy Spirit is a “gift from the Father in answer to the prayer of the 

Son, Who works in us and through us; His true comfort strengthens us to face life bravely and 

keep on going. To be filled with the Spirit is the same as to be controlled by the Word and uses 

the Word of truth to guide us into the will and the work of God. 

3. READ JOHN 15:1-5; 12-17. 

a. Why did Jesus describe himself as the “True Vine”?   

b. Verse four talks about remaining, or abiding in Him. Abiding in Him means to stay with 

Him. It also means to agree with Him. Do you sometimes have a difficult time agreeing with 

Jesus? Why? 

The true vine must mean that there are vines that look good, but are not. Agreeing with Jesus 

must come with faith in Him. Real faith holds on.   

c. Jesus describes the relationship He wants his followers to have with Him. It is to be 

characterized by love. Why do you sometimes have a hard time loving Christ like that? He 

also wants us to have this relationship with each other. Why is this hard? 

d. Jesus tells the disciples that they are his friends in verse 15. In verse 14, Jesus says “you are 

my friends if you do what I command you.” And in verse 17 He commands that we love each 

other. Why is this important? 

The law of love that Jesus is describing is the opposite of the world’s values. It goes against the 

worldly grain. It will characterize His followers apart from all others. It only stands to reason that 

it will be obvious to see, and hard to do. 



 

 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

● Explain what John 14:1 looks like in your life?  

● How is it spiritually possible to live above our trials and struggles? 

Pastor talked about John 14 being “about Jesus putting His arms around those He loved and 

assuring them that things were going to get rough, but He was in control” (and always is in 

control, even in 2022). Pastor referenced John 10:10, which speaks to Jesus coming so that 

“they might have life and have it abundantly.” That’s us, you and me. And, because Jesus is “the 

way, the truth and the life*” He wants to impart life and security to people who feel the ground 

moving and He does it by calling them to a deep and intimate relationship with Himself. 

*Zoe - purpose and possibility in this world in spite of struggles. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

● As a follower of Jesus Christ, you are in a way a “walking prayer” waiting to be 

unleashed or applied to any circumstance because of the Holy Spirit within you. 

RESPOND  

● Pastor mentioned this weekend that we should believe beyond what we can see or 

what we are experiencing - life is more than the here and now. At the end of this 

week, pick one 24-hour day, and reflect on all you experienced within those 24 hours 

- the good, bad and the ugly. Did you live that day believing beyond what you could 

see or were experiencing?   

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

  



 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

John 14:27 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do 

not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 

COMMENTARY 

This section opens and closes with our Lord’s loving admonition, “Let not your heart be 

troubled” (John 14:1, 27). We are not surprised that the apostles were troubled. After all, Jesus 

had announced that one of them was a traitor, and then He warned Peter that he was going to 

deny his Lord three times. Self-confident Peter was certain that he could not only follow his 

Lord, but even die with Him and for Him. Alas, Peter did not know his own heart, nor do we 

really know our hearts, except for one thing: Our hearts easily become troubled. 

Perhaps the heaviest blow of all was the realization that Jesus was going to leave them (John 

13:33). Where was He going? Could they go with Him? How could they get where He was 

going? These were some of the perplexing questions that tumbled around in their minds and 

hearts and were tossed back and forth in their conversation at the table. 

How did Jesus calm their troubled hearts? By giving them six wonderful assurances to lay hold 

of, assurances that we today may claim and thus enjoy untroubled hearts. If you are a believer 

in Jesus Christ, you may claim every single one of these assurances. 

 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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