
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 

BOOK OF JOHN 

WHO IN THE WORLD IS JESUS? 

WEEK 13 

JOHN 13:1-35 

 

LEADER NOTES 

Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER  

• Do you have a chore that you dislike to do? Why? 

• Have you ever been on a regimen program? Was it easy or difficult? 

These ice breakers might lead into a discussion about what it is like to do something that is 

difficult. For some people, being on a regimen program is easier because it is specifically laid 

out. These discussions help us see what Jesus was saying and doing for the disciples. He 

wanted them and us to follow His example of serving and loving one another. 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

Dear Lord, as we read and learn from Your word today, may we follow Your example. Help us 

Lord, to love others as You love us. Amen. 

WORSHIP  

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose 

a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 

beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION  

John 13 is all about love. Jesus demonstrates His love by washing the feet of the disciples 

(even Judas Iscariot’s). Jesus tells them and us it is because of His and His Father’s love. We 

will discuss God’s love for us and how we can humbly put others before ourselves. 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ MATTHEW 11:29 AND JOHN 13:1-10. 

a. The lowest servants washed others’ feet. Why were Jesus’ actions striking to the disciples 

and to us? Why didn’t Peter understand what Jesus was doing? 

b. How do Jesus’ words in Matthew 11 relate to His actions in John 13? Discuss the 

importance. 

c. How did Jesus respond when Peter protested the foot washing? What do you think Jesus 

meant when He said, “You won’t belong to Me”?  

This is all about humbling oneself. It is about being a servant. We are asked to obey, serve and 

humble ourselves or we won’t “belong.” That is, be able to hear the Holy Spirit and do His will. 

d. How would you react if someone washed your feet? Why? How do Jesus’ actions and 

example challenge your understanding of serving Him and the world? How can you apply 

this to your Christian walk? 

2. READ LEVITICUS 19:18 AND JOHN 13:34-35. 

a. How is Jesus’ commandment “new”?   

b. Discuss what it means for Jesus’ followers to love others the way He loves.  Give examples. 

Jesus’ commandment is new because He tells us to love as He loves. Discussion will vary. 

c. Pastor tells us that feeling love is an emotion. What is the difference between “feeling 

love” and Jesus’ “commanding love”?   

d. How will obeying the commandment prove to the world that we are followers of Jesus 

Christ? Explain. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• In what ways can we humble ourselves more? 



 

 

• Are you loving as Jesus loves? 

We must first seek Jesus. We must hear and obey the Holy Spirit; then, we can put others 

before ourselves.   

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT 

• Read Colossians 3:1-15. What must we do to rid ourselves of our evil practices 

and clothe ourselves in a new nature? 

RESPOND  

• Begin to recognize your old earthly nature and remember that you are new in 

Christ. Continue to grow in your Christian walk by humbling yourself and love as 

Jesus loves. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 

wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 

week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE  

John 13:34 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another.” 

COMMENTARY 

John 13–17 is our Lord’s “farewell message” to His beloved disciples, climaxing with His 

intercessory prayer for them and for us. Other farewell addresses in Scripture were delivered by 

Moses (Deut. 31–33), Joshua (Josh. 23–24), and Paul (Acts 20). However, Jesus added a 

significant “action section” to His message when He washed His disciples’ feet. It was an object 

lesson they would never forget. In this passage, we see our Lord in a fourfold relationship: to 

His heavenly Father (John 13:1-5), to Simon Peter (John 13:6-11), to all of the disciples (John 

13:12-17), and to Judas (John 13:18-35). In each of these sections of John’s gospel, you will 

discover a special message, a spiritual truth to help you in your own Christian life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013-John%2017
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut%2031-Deut%2033
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh%2023-Josh%2024
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2020
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:1-John%2013:5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:6-John%2013:11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:12-John%2013:17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:12-John%2013:17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013:18-John%2013:35


 

 

*For further commentary go to https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/wiersbe-be-bible-

study/toc 
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