
Water of Life Community Church 
RUTH 
PAYING THE PRICE TO DO RIGHT 
WEEK 5 
RUTH 3:16-4:12 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Describe a situation where you had to persevere. 

• Give three adjectives to describe your walk with Christ so far. 

• Give three adjectives you want to describe your spiritual life in the days ahead. 

You may feel like your journey with Christ has already been long and difficult in many ways. One of 
the most challenging but also exciting aspects of the Christian life is that God is not finished with us 
yet! We must continue to move forward in faith, which means paying whatever price we must to do it 
right. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father, your love for us and pursuit of us is overwhelming. Jesus, we know you paid the ultimate 
price to do it right, the way you planned from the very beginning. Spirit, give us strength and courage 
to pay whatever price is needed to faithfully follow you to the end. It's in Jesus' name we pray, amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Ruth has a happy ending, but that ending is imperiled along the way. We worry about Ruth 
and Naomi having enough to eat. Ruth is warned not to go into any field but Boaz’s, lest 
something bad happen to her. At the end, it looks like another man may marry Ruth instead 
of the hero Boaz. There were times when everyone involved had to pay a price. Through all 
the difficulties, Ruth finds the strength to wait on the Lord in perseverance, and God used her 
life in a surprising and beautiful way. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ RUTH 3:16-4:10. 

a. What business matter did Boaz settle at the city gate? Why do you think he was interested 
in taking care of this matter so quickly (3:18)? 

b. How do you think Ruth was feeling at the end of chapter 3? Naomi? 

c. When have you had to wait on the Lord's provision? What did you learn through that 
situation? 

Surely Naomi was anxiously waiting to find out what happened. And Boaz had clearly responded 
lovingly, but at the same time, the matter was not yet resolved. They couldn't fight for themselves 
anymore. At this point, they could only wait and rely on the Lord. 

d. How did Boaz’s generous responsibility ensure security for both Naomi and Ruth? Why 
was this beneficial for their entire community? 

Boaz took a risk by bringing Ruth into his family by marrying her. Boaz began the process of settling 
the matter by going to the gate of the town. While this practice might seem strange to us in modern 
culture, it was rooted in three necessities. First was the need to preserve a man’s family name 
through his offspring. Second was the need to pass the family property from one generation to the 
next through a line of male descendants. Third was the need for a deceased man’s widow to have a 
son to provide for her in her old age. 

e. What happened in chapter 4 that could have tempted Ruth to despair or give up? 

f. We don’t get to read how Ruth was feeling in verses 1-8. What emotions do you think she 
might have been experiencing? 

g. How is learning to have faith for the impossible part of our maturity process with God? 

Just as Ruth was in a holding pattern, so was Boaz until the matter of kinsman-redeemer was 
settled. There is something significant about Boaz “taking a seat” at the gate. The Hebrew word for 
“sat down” is “yashab.” It means to sit, remain, dwell. Boaz wasn’t running around town trying to find 
the guy. He was sitting, waiting patiently, and carefully planning out the process. One of the 
mistakes we make is in believing that moving forward in faith requires much movement on our part. 
Though there are times God asks us to take huge leaps of faith with Him, there are a lot more days 
when moving forward in faith means just being faithful in the day-in and day-out tasks of life. Ruth’s 
long obedience in the same direction resulted in the birth of a son who was in the generational line of 
Jesus, the Savior of the world. 

2. READ RUTH 4:11-12. 

a. What happened to Ruth in verses 11-12? 



b. Considering what happened in Ruth chapter 1, what would the communal response have 
meant to Naomi? For Ruth, the Moabitess? 

In Ruth 4:11-12, the men of Bethlehem responded to Boaz by pronouncing a blessing on Ruth and 
Boaz, invoking the names of the matriarchs of Israel (“Rachel and Leah”) and of the matriarch of the 
tribe of Judah (“Tamar”). This was a word of affirmation from the community, and the blessing also 
effectively brought Ruth into full membership in the covenant community of Israel, since they were 
treating her as a woman who could be grouped with Rachel, Leah, and Tamar. Ruth was officially a 
part of their community. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• In this week's message, we were reminded that "doing the right thing usually costs us 
something. There is a price to pay." When have you experienced this in your own life? 
What did you learn from it? 

• What is a situation you're facing now where doing the right thing might be associated 
with personal cost? How does Ruth's story encourage you? 

• How can you thank Jesus for giving up everything to be your Kinsman Redeemer? 

Thank God for never giving up on you and for giving you strength to wait for Him to act on your 
behalf. Pray for each group member to persevere and to the right thing no matter the cost, whether 
through taking courageous steps of faith or waiting courageously by faith. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• When was the last time you had a "waiting" period with God? What was it like? 

RESPOND  

• What's been a sacrifice that God has been pushing you to make that maybe you've 

been avoiding? Respond this week by committing to obedience to God's call.  

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

  



COMMENTARY 

RUTH 4:1-12 

4:1-2. Boaz immediately went to the gate of the town, the place where important legal and social 
matters were transacted in the presence of the town elders. When Boaz summoned the other 
redeemer, he literally said, Come over here (Hb) poloni ‘almoni, a rhyming phrase equivalent to our 
“Mr. So-and-So.” Boaz gathered a quorum of 10 elders as official witnesses. 

4:3-4. As a widow Naomi could not sell Elimelech’s land; however, she could assign someone else 
the right to use that land until the next Jubilee Year. Rather than have control over the land go (or 
remain) outside the family, Boaz requested an intervention in the spirit of the family redeemer laws 
to buy... back the use of the land. Since “Mr. So-and-So” was the primary relative entitled to redeem 
that property, Boaz was bringing the matter to his attention. If he did not redeem the property, Boaz 
himself was willing to act. 

4:5-8. Along with the financial cost of redeeming the land, there was a social cost. The transaction 
also included a commitment to marry Ruth the Moabitess and thereby to seek to perpetuate the 
dead man’s name on his property. This is a reference back to the practice of levirate marriage in Dt 
25:5-10, by which the brother of a man who died without male offspring was required to marry his 
widow and raise up a family in the name of the dead man. In this case, there was no legal obligation 
on either “Mr. So-and-So” or on Boaz, yet Boaz asserted a moral obligation to do so. At this, “Mr. So-
and-So” backed away from his earlier enthusiasm. Ironically, his concern to protect his own name 
rather than committing to raise up heirs to the name of Elimelech led to him being left nameless. In 
seeking to serve self first, he inadvertently undermined his best interests. It is instead Boaz whose 
name would become famous (Ru 4:11) in Bethlehem. His decision was confirmed by a legal gesture 
that was archaic even at the time of the writing of the book—the removal of a sandal, which was 
given to the other party. 

4:9-12. By receiving the sandal, Boaz committed himself to redeem Naomi’s property, to marry Ruth, 
and to perpetuate the names of Elimelech and Mahlon on their patrimony. The blessing of the elders 
(vv. 11-12) may simply have been conventional for married couples in Bethlehem, but it had a 
greater significance for Boaz and Ruth. Through Ruth, Boaz would indeed become famous and have 
his name remembered in Bethlehem. The link with Perez, the son Tamar bore to Judah, invites a 
comparison and contrast between Ruth and Tamar, two foreign women who became part of Judah’s 
genealogy through very different means. 
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