
Water of Life Community Church 
MARRIAGE 
IN MARRIAGE AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
WEEK 4 
PSALM 45:1-17 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• What special song was a part of your wedding ceremony? If you’re not married, what is the 
best song you know of for a wedding? 

• Do you think today’s culture has a healthy view of marriage or an unhealthy one? Explain. 

• What about you? What view of marriage do you have from observing relationships in your 
home growing up? 

People come to weddings with all sorts of different views about marriage. The Bible is clear, though. 
No matter what culture believes or your own experience has taught, God established marriage as a 
representation of Christ’s relationship with His followers; He is our groom and we, as the church, are 
His bride. As such, our earthly marriages should reflect His holiness and goodness. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for the greater truths the gift of marriage demonstrates. Jesus, thank you for 
coming to earth and dying on the cross for our sins to make us Your holy bride. Spirit, fill us with 
your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control so 
that in our marriages we might show the world those truths about who Jesus is. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

Marriage is a celebration of God’s goodness and blessing on His creation, and it points to a future 
day when the Lord Jesus Christ will celebrate His eternal union with His redeemed bride. 

  



INTRODUCTION 

Psalm 45 is a song written for a royal wedding, likely for someone in King David’s line. We’ll 
examine that song, along with a couple of New Testament passages that allude to it, to learn 
what God intends for us to learn, know, and practice in marriage. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ PSALM 45:1-9. 

a. What virtues were used to describe the royal groom? 

b. How would you describe the song writer’s expectations of the royal groom? 

c. How do these verses speak to you about the expectations we should have in marriage? 

The song writer had a high opinion of the groom because the groom had shown his commitment to 
carry out his role as the Lord’s chosen servant. He was full of grace, a mighty warrior pursuing truth, 
humility, and justice. He was a strong leader who loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
Because of the virtues he demonstrated, he was blessed by God and admired by men. These same 
virtues are healthy expectations in marriage today, having less to do with being “the perfect man” 
than being people who are committed to pursuing grace, truth, humility, justice, and righteousness 
while protecting the marriage from evil so that we can honor the Lord and each other. 

2. READ PSALM 45:10-17. 

a. What virtues did the song writer expect of the bride? 

b. What relationship do you see between this passage and Ephesians 5:21? 

c. From verses 15-17, how does upholding the virtues of marriage impact other people? 

The bride of the Psalm 45 wedding song was royal, too. Still, in her royalty she was directed to 
determine to submit herself as a way to give her groom devotion and respect. Ephesians 5:21 
echoes this virtue in the marriage relationship, as in all relationships, as we are to submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. There are obvious benefits within the marriage relationship when 
the bride and groom honor each other in these virtuous ways, and there are also benefits to outside 
observers. The companions of the bride and groom find gladness and joy in their presence, and their 
children will be blessed, too, as they model what they have seen and observed. 

3. READ HEBREWS 1:8-9; REVELATION 19:1-10. 

a. Whom did the writer of Hebrews use Psalm 45:6-7 to describe? 

b. What do you learn about Jesus in these passages? 



God loves righteousness. The words in Hebrews 1:8-9, written about Jesus, come from Psalm 45:6-
7. The psalm originally celebrated a royal wedding. The words are so glorious that only God’s 
messianic King–Jesus –can satisfy their meaning. These words tell us three facts about the role of 
the Son. Each fact proclaimed His superiority to angels. First, the Son has a throne and is a ruler. No 
one could say this of an angel. Second, this throne will last forever and ever. It is eternal. Third, the 
Son loves righteousness. Because He is God, everything Jesus did during His earthly ministry was 
from a place of righteousness. 

c. From Revelation 19:7-10, how would you describe the marriage celebration that awaits 
believers when Jesus returns? 

d. What are some specific ways marriage is meant to prepare us (Rev. 19:4-8) for that day? 

The use of “hallelujah” in Revelation 19, an expression of praise to the Lord, is for the Lord who 
reigns and is worthy of all praise. While He always has been sovereign over His creation, at this 
point His reign becomes a visible reality. We are to be prepared for Christ’s coming. Each of us 
should make sure that we have believed in Christ and are properly clothed with “righteous acts” (v. 
8). These righteous acts are to be demonstrated in every relationship. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• In this week's message, we were given the following three points of application: 
Embrace unity in the midst of your diversity. Deal with that which divides. Work on 
that which makes you one. Which of these stands out to you the most personally? 
Explain. 

• "Bringing heaven to earth means bringing heaven into our marriage." What does this 
mean for someone who isn't yet married? What does it mean for someone who is 
married to an unbeliever? What does it mean for those who are believers but 
struggling to love each other? 

• What can you as a couple or family work on to bring the atmosphere of heaven into 
the home? 

Thank Jesus for treasuring us, His bride, and for always demonstrating His virtues in relationship to 
us. Ask God to use the marriages in your group to reflect His virtues, and to rightly celebrate His 
goodness and blessings as you wait for Christ’s return. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Think back to a time where there was division in your relationship. How did you 

resolve that division? 



RESPOND  

• Commit to doing one act this week to bring heaven into your home.  

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Revelation 19:7, New International Version (NIV) 

Let us rejoice and be glad 
   and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
   and his bride has made herself ready. 

COMMENTARY 

PSALM 45 

45:1. This first verse serves as a prologue of sorts as it gives a rare glimpse into the process of a 
psalm’s composition (cp. 2 Sam. 23:2; Pss. 36:1; 39:1-3; 49:3; 73:2-3; 78:2-3). The psalmist’s heart 
was overcome with emotion by the noble theme of the royal wedding of the king. He declared, My 
tongue is the pen of a skilled writer. He would convert his feelings on this glorious occasion into 
words of consecration. 

45:2. The psalmist described the groom in glowing terms. The kingly groom was the most excellent 
of men, meaning literally that he was beautiful, full of splendor. His lips (words or decrees) had been 
anointed with grace by the Lord. What this king said under God’s control brought blessing to all his 
people. 

45:3-5. As a victorious commander in chief and defender of national security, the king was urged to 
gird his sword for battle in order to go forth to do all that was right. He was the mighty one, clothed 
with glorious splendor and majesty, who represented God on the earth. He was to adorn himself with 
true greatness that exceeded even his wedding clothes. He was to advance victoriously against the 
nation’s enemies, defending the cause of truth, humility and righteousness through awesome, heroic 
deeds. His sharp arrows, under the control of his soldiers, should be aimed and released at the 
enemy in order to pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies. He was the defender of the people, the 
executer of justice. 

45:6-7. In this verse either the king is addressed as God, or his throne is addressed as God’s throne, 
or more probably, God’s throne is recognized as presiding over the king’s throne. Thus, God’s 
sovereign rule over this king’s rule is expressed: Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever. 
Heaven’s throne, armed with a scepter of justice, was guiding the king’s earthly throne. To God the 
psalmist declared, You love righteousness and hate wickedness. These are the two extreme 
passions of holiness, the one necessitating the other. The heavenly king was recognized as being 
exalted above his companions and bestowed with the oil of joy. Anointing symbolized someone 



being set apart for a special task (see “Deeper Discoveries,”2:2). The New Testament shows this to 
be ultimately a messianic reference to the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:8-9). 

45:8-9. As the earthly king put on his impressive wedding robes, they were fragrant with myrrh and 
aloes and cassia. These were expensive fragrances associated with kings (Song 4:14). The king 
held court in palaces adorned with ivory inlays and objects; they were also filled with the music of the 
strings. 

45:10-11. The psalmist addressed the king’s bride as daughter. He declared, Forget your people and 
your father’s house. The time had come for her to leave her family and cleave to her husband (Gen. 
2:24). The psalmist added, The king is enthralled by your beauty. She was the object of his desire. 
So she should freely honor him by giving him devotion and respect. 

45:12. The phrase The Daughter of Tyre is a personification of the Phoenician city famed as a 
traveling center. Tyre would come to this royal wedding with a gift to celebrate this regal occasion. 

45:13-15. The psalmist described the queen’s ceremonial arrival before her royal groom. She was 
glorious in her wedding gown and embroidered garments interwoven with gold. Properly attired, she 
was led, probably carried, to the king. Her virgin companions, either bridesmaids of honor or 
permanent attendants, followed her as this entourage was brought to the waiting king. Joy and 
gladness marked the occasion as the princess with her companions proceeded into the royal palace. 

45:16. Anticipating their prosperous future together, the psalmist addressed the king, Your sons will 
take the place of your fathers. In other words, the offspring of this new union would follow in the 
illustrious steps of the king and his ancestors, continuing the family line of dynastic succession. 
These future sons would be crowned as princes and would reign over the land. 

45:17. Through this wedding song, the psalmist pledged, I will perpetuate your memory through all 
generations. All who read this psalm would remember this king and rejoice in God’s goodness to 
him. Even the nations would praise him for ever, the psalmist promised, because of this inspired 
poem. 

HEBREWS 1:8-9 

1:8-9. These words come from Psalm 45:6-7. The psalm originally celebrated a royal wedding. The 
words are so glorious that only God’s messianic king can satisfy their meaning. These words tell us 
three facts about the role of the Son. Each fact proclaimed his superiority to angels. First, the Son 
has a throne and is a ruler. No one could say this of an angel. Second, this throne will last for ever 
and ever. It is eternal. Angels are not eternal, for God created them at a point in time (Ps. 148:2,5). 
Third, the Son loves righteousness. Nothing delights God more than for someone to love his 
righteousness (Ps. 1:1-6; Matt. 5:6). 

REVELATION 19:1-10 

19:1-4 The vast multitude pictured as a choir singing the heavenly “Hallelujah Chorus” (vv. 1,3,4,6) 
was taken to heaven in 7:9 and are identified as the “heaven dwellers” by comparing 7:15 and 13:6. 
They now praise God for (1) their salvation and (2) His righteous judgments upon Babylon, the 
notorious prostitute (17:1), thus avenging the blood of His servants, the martyrs. 

19:6-8 The praise of the vast multitude as a heavenly choir now turns to (1) the coming reign of the 
Lord and (2) the joyful marriage of the Lamb. The wife of the Lamb (Christ) is the church (Eph 5:31-



32), those redeemed from all nations (Rev 5:9-10; 7:9) by His blood (1:5-6; 5:9-10). Since these 
descriptions are equally true of the vast multitude (7:9; 19:1,6) and the “heaven dwellers” (12:12; 
13:6), it appears that there is a shift in imagery from the same group of people being portrayed as a 
choir to being the wife of the Lamb. 

19:9 The fourth beatitude of the Apocalypse has a twist: If a person accepts the “invitation” and goes 
to the marriage feast of the Lamb, his faith will make him part of the wife (the church). It is called a 
“feast” because it endures, beginning on the evening of the wedding and continuing for days. 

19:10 Near the beginning of the Ten Commandments, God’s people are prohibited from the worship 
of any being other than God (Ex 20:3-6). Nevertheless, in sheer amazement, John fell prostrate to 
worship the angel. The angel immediately corrected him. The phrase the testimony about Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy apparently means that all biblical prophecy either directly or indirectly testifies 
about Jesus, the Messiah (Lk 24:27,44-48; 1Pe 1:11-12). 


	Water of Life Community Church
	Marriage
	In Marriage As It Is in Heaven
	WEEK 4
	Psalm 45:1-17
	ICE BREAKER
	 Do you think today’s culture has a healthy view of marriage or an unhealthy one? Explain.
	OPEN IN PRAYER
	WORSHIP
	INTRODUCTION
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	a. Whom did the writer of Hebrews use Psalm 45:6-7 to describe?
	b. What do you learn about Jesus in these passages?
	c. From Revelation 19:7-10, how would you describe the marriage celebration that awaits believers when Jesus returns?
	d. What are some specific ways marriage is meant to prepare us (Rev. 19:4-8) for that day?
	PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME
	MEMORY VERSE
	COMMENTARY
	PSALM 45
	Hebrews 1:8-9
	revelation 19:1-10

