
Water of Life Community Church 
WHY DO WE DO CHURCH? 
PART 3: WE ALL NEED HOPE 
MATTHEW 5:14-16 

LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold.  

ICE BREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

 What is your favorite activity or hobby? Why do you enjoy it so much? 

 Would you continue engaging in this activity or hobby if you could not share it with others? If 
you couldn’t even talk about this activity with your friends and family would you still do it? 

We are all worshipers at heart. When we see, do, or experience something great, we immediately 
want to share it with others. Social media proves this to be true—this is why people post pictures of 
their vacations, their children, and their hamburgers on Facebook and Instagram. We are intrinsically 
wired, not just to enjoy things but share the things we enjoy the most. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for creating us as worshipers and for sending Jesus so we'd know where our 
worship belongs. Spirit, help us direct our worship toward you alone, so that we might readily share 
the reason for our joyful worship with others. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

God calls us to delight in Christ so deeply that we cannot help but share our joy with others. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 



1. READ JOHN 10:7-10. 

a. What does Jesus mean when He says He is the door for the sheep? Who are the thieves 
and robbers? 

b. Who is the thief that “comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy”? 

c. How does Jesus provide a more abundant life? How has Jesus made your life more 
abundant? 

Jesus is the door to salvation because “…there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
Anyone or any religion that claims to get people into heaven except by Jesus Christ is simply a 
robber and a thief. 

There are false teachers in the world who make a living by taking advantage of the flock of Jesus. 
They preach for their own profit, and they deceive people by making promises in God’s Name that 
God Himself never made. Jesus is not like that. Jesus came for the benefit of His people, not to rob 
them of their possessions. Jesus came to give us life, not to steal it from us. Jesus said, “I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Instead of taking 
advantage of the sheep, Jesus lays down His own life for their benefit. 

Jesus said, “Don’t be afraid, little flock, because your Father delights to give you the kingdom” (Luke 
12:32). Jesus did not come to take advantage of us; He came to care for us. Our heavenly Father 
loves us, and He takes pleasure in giving us the kingdom. We can be confident in our lives and in 
our salvation because Jesus, the Good Shepherd, watches over us and protects us. 

2.  READ 2 TIMOTHY 1:7-8. 

a. In what way did Paul describe the gospel? 

b. Why was Paul worried about shame? What kept Paul from being ashamed of the gospel? 
What keeps you from being ashamed? 

Paul was afraid that Timothy and others would be ashamed of the testimony of Christ, and that they 
would be ashamed of Paul himself because he was in chains. Some may construe Paul’s 
incarceration as a sign that he was giving up on the gospel, or that he did not believe that he needed 
to keep proclaiming the truth of Christ. Salvation is through Christ and so is the gospel, it was not 
about Paul. 

3. READ MATTHEW 5:14-16. 

a. In verses 14-16, Jesus used the metaphor of a city on a hill to illustrate the distinct 
difference His followers should have from the world. What is light’s impact on darkness? 
How does darkness respond to light? 

b. What does this metaphor teach us about our responsibility as Christians and citizens of 
two worlds? What is foolish about trying to hide the light of Christ in us? 

Christ intends for the imperfect yet distinctly different lives of believers to be lights by which people 
see their need for Christ. Only a gross misunderstanding of the gospel would make us want to keep 



His glory hidden within us, to have this flame of His presence blazing inside and yet to fearfully “put it 
under a basket” (v. 15). 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What are some of the biggest challenges you face in living as a light for Christ in our sin-darkened 
world? How might we help each other face those challenges with faith in the gospel? 

Think about where God has placed you: in your family; in your job, school, or neighborhood; or even 
in this small group. How can you be a light for Christ in that domain? How might we help one another 
shine more brightly? 

Thank God for shining the light of Christ on us, pray that we would faithfully shine Him forth to 
others. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT  

 Who has been the one person in your life that has been a light to you? 

RESPOND  

 Do one act this week to be a light to someone else. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Matthew 5:14, Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 

COMMENTARY 

JOHN 10:7-10 

10:7-8. Verse 7 begins just like verse 1 in the Greek text—amen amen. Before Jesus actually 
identified himself as the Good Shepherd, he described his activity at the sheep gate. We know from 
Luke 15 that a shepherd counts his sheep and from Psalm 23 how carefully he takes care of them. 



First-century listeners would have been certain to link this teaching with that familiar psalm. Jesus 
did not merely explain the first paragraph of the chapter but actually expanded it. New features are 
added such as the “hired hand” (v. 12) and the adjective “good” (v. 11). Thieves we have seen 
earlier, but the “wolf” (v. 12) is a new character and the insertion of the teacher into the narrative in 
the first person—I am the gate. 

10:9-10. In addition to guarding the sheep, the Good Shepherd provides for them—unlike thieves 
who steal and kill and destroy. Throwing aside the metaphor to reveal spiritual truth, Jesus told the 
sheep that he had come to give life so they might live it to the full. False shepherds intend to injure 
the sheep, but that is never the behavior of the true shepherd. We need to watch carefully the flow 
between metaphor and spiritual reality here. In verse 9 Jesus is clearly talking about people as 
spiritual sheep, while verse 10 falls back into the metaphor at the beginning and then talks about 
spiritual life. 

2 TIMOTHY 1:7-8 

Spirit here probably refers to the Holy Spirit. The Greek word translated fearfulness is used in 
extrabiblical literature to refer to a person who fled from battle. It is a strong term for cowardice. 
Boldness, not cowardice, is a mark of the Holy Spirit (Pr 28:1; Ac 4:31). 

MATTHEW 5:13-16 

5:13-16. Jesus explained in two word pictures the impact that a truly righteous person will have on 
his or her world. The entire sermon, including the Beatitudes before and the many teachings after, 
shows us how to live as “salt and light” in the world as representatives of another kingdom. These 
word pictures also serve Matthew’s purpose—to encourage believers to change their world (Matt. 
28:18-20). 

There are many lists of the uses of salt (v. 13), most of them inspired by Jesus’ statement here. 
However, among the many possible connotations, Jesus probably had two most centrally in His 
mind. First, salt preserves from corruption. In the centuries before modern refrigeration, salt was the 
method of choice for preventing bacteria from poisoning food. Just as salt prevents or kills bacteria 
in food, the kingdom servant prevents or confronts corruption in the world. Notice that it is the earth 
that needs the salt, not the kingdom of heaven. If the kingdom servant did not have a function to 
perform on earth according to God’s plan, he might as well go straight to heaven upon conversion. 

The second function of salt is to add flavor or interest (Col. 4:5-6). Jesus highlighted this purpose 
when He spoke of the danger of salt losing its saltiness. Part of the church’s task on earth is to live 
according to its new nature—alive, purposeful, hopeful, joyful. Christians should be living in such a 
way that others will pause and consider what is different about them (1 Pet. 3:15). Believers are 
different and should appear so, because the Father is different (holy; 1 Pet. 1:15-16). The kingdom 
servant who does not live according to his nature as salt is useless to the king’s advancement of the 
kingdom on earth. 

The picture of light (vv. 14-16) is similar to salt, in that both describe the influence the believer is to 
have in the world. However, it reveals a different facet of the believer’s influence. The function of 
light is to make reality or truth visible, thereby giving direction and guidance by what is seen. Jesus 
again used the emphatic “you,” and again clearly stated that this is already what a believer is, not 
something he might become. It is the nature of a kingdom servant to be light in the world. Any 
believer who fails to function as light is going against his nature as God’s new creation. The believer 
has no light inherent in himself. The believer’s light is a reflected light. Believers are to make certain 
that nothing comes between them and their source of light (2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 2:13-16). 



Both a city on a hill (v. 14) and the lamp on its stand (v. 15) fulfill their function by being elevated, so 
their light can be seen by many people over a broad area. Jesus Himself explained the application of 
this principle in 5:16. The light represents our good works, which must be done with such integrity 
that all who see have no choice but to credit our Father in heaven. The Christian’s life and influence 
is to be visible and obvious, not secret or hidden. We must not camouflage our devotion to Christ, 
but humbly do all we can to allow its truest colors to be seen where we live. The term translated give 
glory to means “to make manifest or visible.” When we shine our light before others by living 
righteously, we are making visible the character of the Father. It is the Christian’s commission to live 
in such a way as to make God visible in a world that is blind to Him. 


