
Water of Life Community Church 
WHY DO WE DO CHURCH? 
PART 2: WHY YOU NEED A CHURCH FAMILY 
ROMANS 12:3-8; 1 PETER 4:7-11 

LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold.  

ICE BREAKER 

If you had to lose one of your five senses, which one would you choose first? Which one 
would you choose last? Why? 

Our senses help us in many ways, ways that we often take for granted. Our hearing lets us enjoy 
beautiful music, and we can be warned of danger when someone yells, “Look out!” With tasting, we 
can enjoy delicious meals and be warned of rotten ones! Our senses help us both enjoy life and 
keep us safe, and we would be reluctant to give any of them up easily. The church is kind of like 
that. We need each other. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, it is hard for us to admit we need anyone. We confess that we like to be independent, 
and the past year has only served to increase that tendency in us. Jesus, thank you for bringing us 
together through your life, death, and resurrection and for instituting your church. Spirit, help us see 
why we need each other and move in us so that we depend on each other in the ways we're meant 
to. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bible teaches us that God designed the church as a body. Some people act as eyes, 
others as ears, and others as the heart. The people in the church help us enjoy life and 
worship God, and they also warn us of danger. Each person has a particular role to play in 
the health of the church, and the church suffers if any one of us suffers. The body of Christ is 
one unit composed of many essential parts for the growth of the kingdom of God. 

  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ROMANS 12:3-5. 

a. How does understanding that the church is a body help us to stay humble? 

b. What do you think Paul means that each of us has been given “a measure of faith”? 

c. How close does verse five indicate that we should be to one another? 

Paul warns Timothy that a new convert should not be elevated to the position of pastor because “he 
might become conceited and fall into the condemnation of the devil” (1 Tim. 3:6). Sometimes, if we 
have a gift for preaching or teaching or some special service, we might have the mistaken 
impression that we are more important than other members of the church. When we understand that 
every part of the church body is essential, it helps us see that while we are all useful, we are not 
better than other members of Christ’s body. 

Paul teaches that each follower of Christ has been given a measure of faith by God, and that each of 
us is to serve according to our faith. If we have a gift, it is only because God gave it to us, so we 
cannot brag about our faith as if we did something to get it. God has given each member of the body 
a gift and a role, and each of those gifts is special and important for the well-being of the entire 
church. 

Verse five teaches that we are “one body” and “members of one another.” Without getting to know 
friends in Christ through our local church, we will not be able to be members of one another as we 
need to be. The gifts that God has given to the body will never be of use to us if we don’t get to know 
the ones who have the gifts! 

2. READ ROMANS 12:6-8. 

a. Do you think that Paul’s list of spiritual gifts is exhaustive? If not, what other spiritual gifts 
are there? 

b. Why might the gift of showing mercy be as important as prophesy? 

Paul’s list was not intended to be exhaustive. In both 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and Ephesians 4:11, 
Paul mentions gifts that aren’t in this list. In other places Paul mentions things like being single and 
being married as gifts, as well. Paul’s point is not to exhaust the list of gifts, but to demonstrate that 
there are many kinds of gifts, and that none of them should be neglected. 

Mercy, though it comes at the bottom of the list, is just as necessary as prophecy. A merciless 
church would not be a Christ-like church. And who would want to be part of a church with members 
who are neither encouraging nor generous? All the unique gifts that God has given to the church are 
necessary for us to be built up in Christ. 

3. READ 1 PETER 4:7-11. 

a. What key words or phrases stand out to you from these verses? 



b. What are some practical ways Christians can maintain intense love for each other? 

c. How do spiritual gifts show God’s “varied grace”? 

d. Why did God give spiritual gifts to the church? 

We know that we aren’t God, even though we may not act like it at times. No one has all the qualities 
of God in their person. Therefore, God uses different people, our brothers and sisters, to show us 
different aspects of His goodness. Our limited abilities and sinful nature keep us from fully reflecting 
the glory of God; yet together as a church, God can demonstrate the beauty of Christ to the world. 

The point of every spiritual gift is not to exalt the person with the gift. Rather, spiritual gifts are for the 
purpose of glorifying God! All our actions are supposed to act as beacons pointing others to God and 
His greatness. God designed the church to work together as a body to show the world the beauty of 
God in Christ. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

In this week's message, we learned that the kind of community described in these passages takes 
commitment and intentionality. What are some ways we can intentionally commit to develop the kind 
of community that truly depends on each other? 

How have you seen God’s grace more clearly through the church body than through being alone? 

How might we help and encourage one another to use our spiritual gifts? 

Thank the Father for giving us gifts to show others His grace. Ask Him to help us use our gifts by 
faith so that we might build up and encourage those around us. Finally, pray for those who may not 
be using their gifts or who are still uncertain as to what those gifts might be. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT  

 Which relationships in your life have been life-giving to you? 

RESPOND  

 Do one act this week to build relationship with another person. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  



MEMORY VERSE 

1 Peter 3:8a, Living Bible (LB) 

You should be like one big family, full of sympathy toward each other. 

COMMENTARY 

ROMANS 12:3-8 

12:3-8 As part of a renewed mind, the Christian is to think wisely about himself and what his function 
is to be in the body of Christ (the church; see 1Co 12:12-28). Measure of faith may mean a person 
should measure himself by the gospel. Others see it as different apportionments of faith. Either way, 
Paul exhorts Christians to be humble and to use what God has given for the good of the body. 
Based on Rm 12:3; 1Co 12:8-10; Eph 4:11; 1Pe 4:10, Christians are given gifts to use for the good 
of others. 

The NT lists at least 17 kinds of gifts. Christians are defined not just by their personal faith but also 
by their inclusion in local faith fellowships that are expressions of the body of Christ (see 1Co 12:12-
31). Only some of the gifts are explained in this present passage. Prophecy in the NT churches was 
direct revelation from God before the canon was completed. This gift was to be used and measured 
in concert with the objective body of Christian truths. Service (Gk diakonia) is the origin of the word 
“deacon.” A deacon here is not a member of a board of directors but a servant. It describes not a title 
or office but a gift of ministry. Pastors should have this gift. Teaching is an essential gift. Parents 
teach children, older believers teach younger believers, vocational pastor-teachers are the primary 
instructors in a church, and elders should be able to teach also. All believers can teach to some 
level, but those who have a special facility for teaching are responsible to develop and utilize it. 
Exhortation is the gift of motivating and encouraging. This gift is similar to the Holy Spirit’s function. 
Giving is to be done with generosity. All can give, but capacities differ. Some delight to give out of 
very small means (Mk 12:41-44); others give a “reverse tithe”—they give 90 percent and live on 10 
percent. Leading is a gift of vision and direction that is effective but should not be overbearing. 
Mercy is helping the sick, the poor, and the sorrowful. This gift is to be exercised with cheerfulness. 
Practical assistance to needy members was a main emphasis of the early churches. This same 
emphasis should characterize churches today. 

1 PETER 4:10-11 

4:7. All the major events in God’s plan for redemption have occurred, and all things are now ready 
for Jesus Christ to return and rule. Therefore connects this doctrinal word to the behavioral and 
ethical consequences that ought to be demonstrated in the believer’s life and in the life of the 
church. One of the proofs of being a Christian is not simply having a hope for the future; the proof is 
having a hope that makes a difference in our lives today, in the present. As we live in the expectation 
of the second coming of Christ, some things need to take priority in our lives. 

First on this list of priorities is purposeful prayer. Such prayer must be clear minded and self-
controlled. To “be clear minded” suggests that believers pray intelligently or that they think about and 
evaluate their situations in life maturely and correctly as they begin to pray about them. In light of the 
context, perhaps Peter was cautioning them against giving way to eschatological frenzy and panic. 
To be “self-controlled” as one comes to prayer suggests that believers are to pray with a mind that is 



focused and alert. In other words, prayer should not be practiced nonchalantly or flippantly. Believers 
are to take prayer seriously. 

4:8. The second priority is forgiving love. Above all, love each other deeply burns into our minds the 
supreme importance of love as the controlling factor in all relationships in the church (see 1:22; 2:17; 
3:8). This kind of love (agape) can be commanded because it is primarily a decision of the mind, not 
a feeling into which a person falls. The goal of agape love is always to seek the good of the other 
person. The evidence of agape love is action, not words. The extent of agape love is sacrifice. Thus, 
believers are to love each other “deeply.” This word means “to be stretched.” True agape love is 
constantly being stretched to the limit by the demands made on it. This is precisely where agape 
love shines, because it is not exhausted when it becomes difficult or inconvenient. 

One of the most difficult and inconvenient times to extend love is when someone in the church has 
hurt or wronged us. We must demonstrate a love that is willing to be stretched because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. “Covers” means “willing to forgive.” The present tense indicates that which 
is to be constantly true in the life of the believer. 

Love does not ignore the reality of personal sin any more than it justifies or condones sin. 
Confrontation of sin is appropriate and necessary, especially when we demonstrate love. However, it 
is just as important to demonstrate a willingness to forgive and then to move on. Forgiveness, like 
love, is an act of the will, a personal choice. A person chooses either to forgive or not to forgive. 

4:9. Believers should put action into the love command. Hospitality among Christians is an important 
and tangible expression of love. In the first century, hospitality was a common courtesy that even 
nonbelievers extended to others. Scripture lifts Christian hospitality to a higher level. A believer’s 
attitude toward the necessity and courtesy of hospitality should be without grumbling. This 
expression speaks of murmuring and of repeated words of complaint. Such words were often 
spoken, not quietly to themselves, but to others. Obviously, the arrival of guests in any century can 
be inconvenient for a variety of reasons. Even the best-behaved guests can overstay their welcome. 
Therefore, Christians are to provide hospitality without complaining or whining about the time and 
expense involved. This is an expression of agape love. 

4:10–11. One final priority remains for believers who live in the light of Christ’s second coming and 
who wish to demonstrate agape love toward one another. This priority can best be summarized as 
intense serving. Every believer is to heed this injunction. Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others. 

Every believer in every church has received a spiritual gift from God for use in the life of the church. 
Within the body of Christ, love for each other finds expression in the use of spiritual gifts, not for self-
advancement or as an attention-getter, but for the benefit of others. Every Christian, then, is capable 
of ministering to others within the body of Christ. 

“Gift” (charisma) literally means “a gift of grace.” When Christians receive God’s grace in this way, 
we have the responsibility to share this gift with other Christians. Through such sharing we are 
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. What has been given to the individual as a 
gift of grace has also been given for the benefit of the body as a whole. Believers are agents of God 
in passing on the benefits of his grace in our life. God does not grant us gifts of grace for our 
personal use; he gives them for the benefit of the body of Christ. 

Verse 11 illustrates this point by dividing the many gifts of grace into two broad categories: speaking 
and serving. Speaking includes not simply preaching or teaching, but many kinds of gifts involving 
speech, such as evangelism, speaking in tongues, prophecy, encouragement, and leadership. 



Serving includes any type of assisting or encouraging ministry that directly targets the benefit of 
others within the body of Christ, such as contributing to the needs of others, healing, miraculous 
powers, showing mercy, and encouragement. 

Believers are to take these gifts seriously and to exercise them with an attitude of dependence on 
God (speak the very words of God, do it with the strength of God). When the gifts of grace are 
applied in this way, the attention and praise shift from the individual believer to God, the one who 
has gifted the believer in the first place. 


