
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
WHY DO WE DO CHURCH? 
WEEK 1 
ACTS 2:41-47 

LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 
• When is a time you have done something as a member of a team? What did you like most 

about it? What would you say are a few of the keys to good teamwork? 

• How does working together sometimes help us accomplish what we could never do apart 
from each other? 

It's not easy to work together as a team, especially when that team is made up of people from all 
different walks of life. We see this truth on display in the body of Christ. Followers of Christ are 
pulled together from every imaginable social, racial, familial, ethnic, and economic background to 
live together in the church. The gospel has changed us from individuals into the family of God. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, thank you for Your Church. Jesus, we exist as a body of believers at Water of Life only 
because of you. Spirit, move in us like you moved in the early church so that we might impact the 
world with the truth of the gospel. Amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
We are designed to be in relationships with other people. From the garden of Eden, God 
declared that it was “not good” for man to be alone (Gen. 2:18). Just as the first relationship 
between man and God and man and woman reflected the image of God, our relationships 
with other Christians should reflect the gospel of God. We do church because God’s plan for 
spiritual growth involves being a part of a Christian community. 

  



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ACTS 2:41-42. 

Directly preceding this passage, Peter preached his sermon on Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
descended on the disciples according to Jesus’ promise (Acts 1:8). As a result, thousands of 
believers were added into the community of the church. In today’s verses, Luke helps us understand 
exactly what type of community these new disciples became a part of, and see how the gospel 
transforms our relationships with other believers. 

a. The first aspect of community Luke identified was that the disciples were “devoted to the 
apostles’ teachings,” which referred to the teaching of Scripture. What role does teaching the 
Word of God play in Christian community? 

b. What do you consider to be the purpose of studying Scripture? 

The “apostles’ teachings” are the words of Scripture. The apostles taught and wrote the Scriptures. 
When we read the Bible, we are being taught by God through the apostles. The Bible teaches us 
how to grow in our faith and how to live as disciples. Only through the study of God’s Word do we 
know who God is and what He expects for our lives and for His church. There is no Christian 
discipleship or community without the Bible. God designed His church very intentionally. One of our 
many needs and blessings is to know God with others through the study of His Word. The Bible is 
foundational to gospel community. 

2. READ ACTS 2:42-46. 

Biblical teaching is the foundation of gospel community, but fellowship, worship, and mission are its 
goals. These are key ways we invest in our church family and its growth. Another experience of 
community evident in the early church is fellowship, the mutual sharing of the life of Christ between 
believers. 

a. When have you felt the strongest sense of fellowship with other believers? 

b. What was the atmosphere of the early church like as they grew and fellowshipped together 
(v. 43)? 

c. What types of relationships did early believers have with one another? What contributed to 
this? Have you ever experienced this type of kinship? Explain. 

When you read Luke’s words, it is hard not to get the sense that these people cared about each 
other in a way that went deeper than surface level. They lived together and were amazed at the 
things God was using them to do. They celebrated and worshiped together. Additionally, when there 
was a need, it was met. In fact, the early church could have been characterized as a community with 
no needs—all their needs were met through Christ and their relationships with each other. 

d. What did the early church do to demonstrate care for each other? What is the difference 
between intentional fellowship and “hanging out”? What are some similar actions we could 
do to support members of our own gospel community? 



 

 

True community is not just fellowship for the sake of gathering together; rather, we come together in 
body and in spirit to grow together in Christ. The word Luke used for fellowship carries a much 
deeper meaning than we are accustomed to in our language and culture. They saw each other as a 
close family, bonded together by a saving relationship with Christ. The fellowship Luke described led 
to worship and gospel mission. 

3. READ ACTS 2:47. 

a. What do you think of when you hear the word “worship”? 

b. Why is worship so important to God? Why is it important to the church? 

Worship extended from the temple into homes, from larger corporate gatherings to the intimacy of 
families. The church by nature is communal; God didn’t create us to do the Christian life on our own. 
Gathering for worship is central to the church’s purpose, but worship doesn’t just happen on Sunday 
morning. Worship takes place in our communities as we celebrate and praise God for all that He has 
done. In worship, we are refreshed and motivated in our mission to take the gospel to the world. Like 
the early church, believers should come together for worship, praising God for His power and 
protection and lifting up one another’s needs to the Father. 

c. How did the community and worship of the early church fuel the mission of the church? 

d. Why is a group of people that love each other and celebrate the same thing attractive to 
someone on the outside? How did the community of the church influence the outside world? 

The earliest gospel community was one that gained favor with the outside world. The unity of the 
church was a testimony to God’s presence, and “the Lord was adding to their number day by day 
those who were being saved” (v. 47). The early church was a growing church, but their growth 
stemmed in large part from the sense of gospel community. When our lives are being transformed 
by the gospel, we reflect the values of the kingdom of God to the world and that is attractive to 
people who are lost and in darkness. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• In this week's message, we learned that church is important because it is God's family, God 
is crazy about you, He fulfills His will through the church, Christ died for the church, and it is 
through the church that God intends to meet the world's problems. Why is it important for us 
to remember these reasons why we do church? 

• At Water of Life, we have five core values: healing, sending, equipping, caring, and 
relationships. Which of these do you most want to grow in? How do you think that will 
happen? 

• How would you encourage or what advice would you give someone who was raised to be a 
spectator in the church? 



 

 

Praise God for making the church a place where all are welcomed and taught the truth of His Word. 
Pray that you would hold on to His Word with your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and live the truth 
of these verses out with your own community. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT  

• Out of our five core values, which one are you the most drawn to and why? 

RESPOND  

• Ask the Lord where you can get more connected in the church this year.  

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 
Acts 2:42, New International Version (NIV) 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 2:41-47 

2:41. Luke hastens to tell us we do not have the entire sermon recorded in his book. Peter spoke 
many other words and pleaded with his hearers who responded. That day God added three 
thousand people to the small number of believers already serving as Christ’s witnesses. But wait. 
Don’t miss the importance of what Luke does not say. This time there was no sound, no flame, and 
no foreign language. These people received the Holy Spirit because that’s what Peter promised in 
Jesus’ name. Pentecost was a one-time event, with only a mild echo or two appearing elsewhere 
during the first century. 

Are we to believe that Peter baptized three thousand people on that one day? Of course not. The 
Bible knows no hierarchical system whereby people must be baptized at the hand of some official or 
titled clergy. We should probably assume all 120 believers assisted in this magnificent 
demonstration. In the space of just a few verses, we see what happens when people trust Christ for 
salvation. First, they must recognize their need; then, they must receive God’s gift; and finally, they 
must obey the message. 

2:42. At various times in Acts, especially in the early chapters, Luke gives summary reports of how 
the church is doing. Here we have the first. In it our author describes what a biblical church really 



 

 

looks like, not only in the first century, but in every century from the Lord’s ascension until His 
second coming. A biblical church is marked by teaching. Thousands of new converts needed to 
understand precisely how Peter linked Old Testament text with the ministry of Jesus. Furthermore, 
the new Christians engaged in fellowship. Someone called the church “the colony of heaven.” Here 
the believers fulfilled the words the Lord gave His disciples just before the crucifixion: “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love oneanother. By this 
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34–35). 

Then the believers joined in “breaking bread”—Luke’s term for what Paul calls “the Lord’s Supper.” 
Quite possibly they practiced it differently than many churches do now, likely with a full meal. Still, 
the memorial to the Lord’s death until He comes again remains the central theme of believers 
breaking bread together. The phrase also describes Christians fellowshipping together at meal 
time.Their worship also included prayer, in our text literally, “the prayers”: new prayers and old—
probably public and private. 

2:43. The longer summary gives a fuller description of the life of the entire Christian community. It 
begins in v. 43 by referring to the miracles performed by the apostles. The miracles are described 
with the characteristic combination “signs” and “wonders.” The same phrase continues to be used of 
the apostles’ miracle-working in 4:30 and 5:12 and is applied to others as well: Jesus (2:22), 
Stephen (6:8), Moses (7:36), Philip (8:13), and Paul and Barnabas (14:3; 15:12). It is interesting to 
note that the phrase is no longer used after chap. 15, although Paul continued to work miracles. 

An example of one such miraculous sign is given in 3:1-10. Luke’s summary statement would 
indicate that this healing story is only one example of many miracles worked by the apostles in this 
early stage of their ministry. The response of the people is a reverent fear (phobos, “awe,” NIV). 
“Everyone” probably refers to those outside the Christian community who were awed by apostolic 
miracles (cf. 5:12-13). 

2:44-45. Verse 44 elaborates on the fellowship enjoyed by the Christians. The word koinōnia is not 
used, but other terms express the same reality. First, they are said to have been “together.” This 
unity is further expressed by their holding “everything in common” (which is described in v. 45 as 
selling their goods for the benefit of others whenever a need arose). Here two ideals for a community 
of goods seem to be combined. First is the Greek ideal of a community in which everything is held in 
common and shared equally. It is a basically utopian concept, which can be traced as far back as 
the Pythagorean communities and is often expressed by the same phrase Luke employed in v. 44, 
“holding all in common.” Verse 45, however, speaks against the early Christian community adopting 
a practice of community ownership. The imperfect tense is used, indicating that this was a recurrent, 
continuing practice: their practice was to sell their property and goods and apportion the proceeds 
whenever a need arose. This is much more in keeping with the Old Testament ideal of community 
equality, of sharing with the needy so that “there will be no poor among you” (Deut. 15:4). 

2:46-47. Verse 46 sets forth the dual locale of their life together. They remained faithful to their 
Jewish worship, devoting themselves “with one accord” (“together”) in the temple. The word 
translated “with one accord” is commonly used in Acts to express unity of purpose and particularly 
applies to the “one heart and mind” (4:32) of the Christian fellowship (cf. 1:14; 2:1; 4:24; 5:12; 
15:25). For the Christian community, fellowship and unity of purpose are salutary only when rooted 
in fellowship with Christ and in the unity of His Spirit. The structure of Acts should remind us of this—
the unity of the Christian community derives from and is guided by the gift of the Spirit that lies at the 
heart of its life together. 

Verses 43–46 give an ideal portrait of the young Christian community, witnessing theSpirit’s 
presence in the miracles of the apostles, sharing their possessions with the needy among them, 



 

 

sharing their witness in the temple, sharing themselves in the intimacy of their table fellowship. Their 
common life was marked by praise of God, joy in the faith, and sincerity of heart. And in it all, they 
experienced the favor of the nonbelievers and continual blessings of God-given growth. It was an 
ideal, almost blissful time marked by the joy of their life together and the warmth of the Spirit’s 
presence among them. It could almost be described as the young church’s “age of innocence.” The 
subsequent narrative of Acts will show that it did not continue. Sincerity sometimes gave way to 
dishonesty, joy was blotched by rifts in the fellowship, and the favor of the people was 
overshadowed by persecutions from the Jewish officials. Luke’s summaries present an ideal for the 
Christian community that it can strive for, constantly return to, and discover anew if it is to have that 
unity of spirit and purpose essential for an effective witness. 


