
Water of Life Community Church 
JEREMIAH  
WEEK 6 
JEREMIAH 3:14-17 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• How do you find hope in troubled situations? 

• Is it your nature to be hopeful, or skeptical? 

Jeremiah was unpopular because of his message of judgement; however, he also had a message of 
hope. His message of hope went beyond the present situation of the people he spoke to; he spoke 
to times future and pointed to the coming Messiah.  In troubled situations, we can take hope that 
God knows our future, and it is good! 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father, we are forever grateful to You for sending Jesus.  We could not keep the covenant You gave 
us in the Old Testament; You sent Jesus to bring a new covenant that could be kept because Your 
Holy Spirit lives in us.  Guide us and heal our hearts.  Cleanse us and lead us in Your will.  We love 
You and thank You for providing for us!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the amazing things we find in Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah are these prophecies that 
are forthtelling…clarifying the present situation.  Mixed in with them are prophecies that are 
foretelling of a future Messiah…this happens in several places in Jeremiah. God offers hope 
in the midst of discipline. He makes promises to his people.  But sometimes the promises 
clearly go beyond that moment and just those people.  

  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JEREMIAH 3:14-17. 

a. Jeremiah’s prophetic claim that the Jews would no longer have the ark of God or even 
miss it, is a claim that must have shocked the Israelites. Have you had a word from God that 
was hard to believe?  What was it? 

b. In their imminent captivity, Israel had little hope for their future. Jeremiah not only brought 
them a message of judgement, but of hope for the future. What gives you hope for your future 
today? 

We know the end of the story for Israel. What can we take away from Jeremiah’s prophecies for our 
own future?  Our times are difficult right now too. Can we have hope for a new day?   

c. Jeremiah’s prophecy includes their shepherds (teachers), their place of worship, their 
hearts, and their inheritance. Which of these areas speaks to you in your situation right now? 

d. How does Jeremiah’s message of hope for Israel speak to you in your present 
circumstances? 

2. READ JEREMIAH 31:31-34. 

a. What is the new covenant that Jeremiah is talking about in these verses? 

b. What is different about the new covenant? How will the people “Know the Lord” (vs 34)? 

Hebrews 8:7-12 quotes these verses from Jeremiah. It precedes the quote with this: “For if there had 
been nothing wrong with the first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God 
found fault with the people and said”…Hebrews 8:7.  Again, God makes a covenant, and people 
break it.  So God creates a new, better covenant. 

c. The old covenant directed people to God but the people would not change their hearts.   
The new covenant was all about the heart.  How does God change the heart? 

d. Verse 34: “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” How 
does this verse point to Christ? 

3. READ JEREMIAH 23:5-6. 

a. In these verses, Jeremiah is foretelling about the Messiah, Jesus.  The Branch, a small part 
of a family line (tree) is all that will be left, but it will be enough.  How do these words comfort 
a nation in captivity? 

b. Again, in Jeremiah 33:15-16, Jeremiah refers to the Branch as “The Lord our 
Righteousness.” There is only one who is called the “Righteous One.” How does this change 
your thoughts about your current circumstances?   



In our world today, we are busy and alone. As we live post-pandemic, war, racial tensions, political 
upheaval, we tend to fear whatever may come next. These words should bring us comfort and 
gratitude that God has sent his Holy Spirit to strengthen our hearts and show us the way to go. 

c. What has spoken to you most about these passages? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• How has the new covenant changed everything for us? 

• Have you given your heart to Christ?  Why not do that now? 

The New Covenant was Jesus.  His sacrifice opened the door for our salvation and brought in the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us.  He guides us daily and heals our hearts. It is truly a better covenant 
because we cannot keep the old one. God sacrificed His Son to pay the price. We live under a new 
covenant because of our belief in Jesus. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• How did your heart change when you opened up to Jesus? 

RESPOND  

• Let God lead you this week to someone who needs the Hope of Jesus! 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

"It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is our Righteousness, Holiness and Redemption." 

  



COMMENTARY 

JEREMIAH 3:14-17 

The repeated call ׁשּובּו , Jeremiah 3:14, is, like that in Jeremiah 3:12, addressed to Israel in the 
narrower sense, not to the whole covenant people or to Judah. The "backsliding sons" are "the 
backsliding Israel" of Jeremiah 3:7, Jeremiah 3:8, Jeremiah 3:11., and of Jeremiah 3:22. In Jeremiah 
3:18 also Judah is mentioned only as it is in connection with Israel. בכם ּבעלּתי  , here and in Jeremiah 
31:32, is variously explained. There is no evidence for the meaning loathe, despise, which Ges. and 
Diet. in the Lex., following the example of Jos. Kimchi, Pococke, A Schultens, and others, attribute to 
the word ּבעל ; against this, cf. Hgstb. Christol. ii. p. 375; nor is the sig. "rule" certified (lxx διότι ἐγὼ 
κατακυριεύσω ὑμῶν ); it cannot be proved from Isaiah 26:13. ּבעל means only, own, possess; whence 
come the meanings, take to wife, have oneself married, which are to be maintained here and 
in Jeremiah 31:32. In this view Jerome translates, quia ego vir vester ; Luther, denn ich will euch mir 
vertrauen ; Hgstb., denn ich traue euch mir an ;-the reception anew of the people being given under 
the figure of a new marriage. This acceptation is, however, not suitable to the perf. ּבעלּתי , for this, 
even if taken prophetically, cannot refer to a renewal of marriage which is to take place in the future. 
The perf. can be referred only to the marriage of Israel at the conclusion of the covenant on Sinai, 
and must be translated accordingly: I am your husband, or: I have wedded you to me. This is 
demanded by the grounding ּכי ; for the summons to repent cannot give as its motive some future act 
of God, but must point to that covenant relationship founded in the past, which, though suspended 
for a time, was not wholly broken up. 

In Jeremiah 3:16 and Jeremiah 3:17 also the thought is clothed in a form characteristic of the Old 
Testament. When the returned Israelites shall increase and be fruitful in the land, then shall they no 
more remember the ark of the covenant of the Lord or feel the want of it, because Jerusalem will 
then be the throne of the Lord. The fruitfulness and increase of the saved remnant is a constant 
feature in the picture of Israel's Messianic future; cf. Jeremiah 23:3; Ezekiel 36:11; Hosea 2:1. This 
promise rests on the blessing given at the creation, Genesis 1:28. God as creator and preserver of 
the world increases mankind together with the creatures; even so, as covenant God, He increases 
His people Israel. Thus He increased the sons of Israel in Egypt to be a numerous nation, Exodus 
1:12; thus, too, He will again make fruitful and multiply the small number of those who have been 
saved from the judgment that scattered Israel amongst the heathen. In the passages which treat of 
this blessing, ּפרה generally precedes רבה ; here, on the contrary, and in Ezekiel 36:11, the latter is 
put first. The words ' וגו יאמרּו לא  must not be translated: they will speak no more of the ark of the 
covenant; אמר c. accus. never has this meaning. They must be taken as the substance of what is 
said, the predicate being omitted for rhetorical effect, so that the words are to be taken as an 
exclamation. Hgstb. supplies: It is the aim of all our wishes, the object of our longing. Mov. simply: It 
is our most precious treasure, or the glory of Israel, 1 Samuel 4:21.; Psalms 78:61. And they will no 
more remember it. Ascend into the heart, i.e., come to mind, joined with זכר here and in Isaiah 65:17; 
cf. Jeremiah 7:31; Jeremiah 32:35; Jeremiah 51:50; 1 Corinthians 2:9. יפקדּו ולא  , and they will not 
miss it; cf. Isaiah 34:16; 1 Samuel 20:6, etc. This meaning is called for by the context, and especially 
by the next clause: it will not be made again. Hitz.'s objection against this, that the words cannot 
mean this, is an arbitrary dictum. Non fiet amplius (Chr. B. Mich.), or, it will not happen any more, is 
an unsuitable translation, for this would be but an unmeaning addition; and the expansion, that the 
ark will be taken into the battle as it formerly was, is such a manifest rabbinical attempt to twist the 
words, that it needs no further refutation. Luther's translation, nor offer more there, is untenable, 
since עׂשה by itself never means offer. 
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