
Water of Life Community Church 
JEREMIAH 
WEEK 5 
JEREMIAH 34 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• What specifically gives you hope and lifts you up emotionally when life is difficult?  

• How would you describe having “vision”. Do you believe you have the kind of “vision” the 
Hebrews lacked? 

Follow up to these questions to help participants understand whether they “see” the world with the 
eyes of God - with eyes in their hearts. Or do they filter the things they see and experience through 
the temporary or material world instead of the extraordinary and eternal. Vision has to do with being 
humble, childlike in faith, and open to see what God sees. That was what the Hebrews lacked. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, help our faith to grow and be certain, that as our faith develops, we become 
always more open to You working in us, never shortsighted or blind about all that You have done for 
us. Help us to always remember that through our Savior and Lord Jesus, we have been cleansed 
from our sins. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Jeremiah 34 tells of the outcome of 40 years of warning the Israelites, but with no response.  
They were blind to what was developing. So God sent judgement in the form of Babylonian 
King Nebuchadnezzar destroying Jerusalem and taking the people captive. The foundational 
issue was that they did not allow the Lord to open their hearts and so they could not see what 
God was doing. They were blind to Him and their focus was on the temporal, rather than the 
eternal while they made promises or vows they did not keep. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JEREMIAH 34:13-17. 

a. What were the Israelites told to do with their Hebrew servants in the seventh year? Did 
they? 

b. In reversing the servants’ release, Jeremiah declares they profaned God’s name, and 
proclaims another kind of release to them. What was the result of doing so? 

Their forefathers had failed to keep their covenant with God, but this people returned to it and 
released their Hebrew brothers and sisters, only to later renege on their vow which brought down on 
them a different kind of release; “'to the sword, to the plague, and to the famine; and I will make you 
a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth." They did not see this coming, but Jeremiah did. 

2. READ 2 KINGS 6:15-17.  

a. Elisha’s servant’s reaction to the army of horses and chariots was based upon what?  

b. What changed the perspective of Elisha’s servant and his ability to see?  

Life is all about perspective; the proper perspective can mean the difference between panic and 
peace, defeat and victory, or confusion and clarity. The prophet Elisha got this: there is a reality 
behind reality. We can be sure that there is so much more to see and know about ourselves and the 
Lord, if we have our spiritual eyes open. When Elisha prayed that his servant’s eyes would be 
opened, he was able to see the Lord’s armies. 

3. READ EPHESIANS 1:19-21.  

a. What spiritual power do you believe you personally have?  

b. How can we each help others gain sight of who God is and what He can do? 

We have the same power that raised Jesus from the dead! Most of us underestimate that power, 
and thereby keep it in check. Jeremiah spent his life doing what we should be doing in the power of 
the Lord. Proclaiming the Lord, helping people see the eternal perspective by opening their hearts 
and undoing the blindness that prevents them from seeing what God is doing. Helping them to turn 
from living for the temporal and instead living for the eternal. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Where do you think you might have a blind spot with respect to God’s work in your 
life? 



• Think of the hymn, “Amazing Grace.” What goes through your mind when you sing, “I 
once was blind, but now I see?” Is there a clear line of distinction between “once” and 
“now” in your life? 

• What do you believe about the “reality behind reality?” Are you open to seeing that 
reality? 

We all have problems with vision at times, but the beginning of understanding is allowing ourselves 
to admit where we struggle with God. Maybe you’ve been waiting on Him; maybe you have a “thorn” 
in the flesh as Paul did. Put it all in the perspective of eternity.   

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Are you waiting on God to move in an area of your life? Could you have missed what 

He’s done or is doing?  

RESPOND  

• Thank God for His goodness each day, then pray that the Holy Spirit will open the 

eyes of your understanding to see His wondrous works. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

2 Corinthians 4:17  

"For our momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 
all comparison," 

COMMENTARY 

Jeremiah 34: In this chapter we have two messages which God sent by Jeremiah. 

I. One to foretell the fate of Zedekiah king of Judah, that he should fall into the hands of the king of 
Babylon, that he should live a captive, but should at last die in peace in his captivity (v. 1-7). 

II. Another to read the doom both of prince and people for their treacherous dealings with God, in 
bringing back into bondage their servants whom they had released according to the law, and so 
playing fast and loose with God. They had walked at all adventures with God (v. 8-11), and therefore 



God would walk at all adventures with them, in bringing the Chaldean army upon them again when 
they began to hope that they had got clear of them (v. 12-22).1 

 

 
1 https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/kdo/jeremiah-34.html  

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/kdo/jeremiah-34.html
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