
 
 

Water of Life Community Church 
JEREMIAH 
WEEK 3 
JEREMIAH 15-20 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever experienced someone breaking a promise to you?  How did that make you 
feel? 

• Have you regretted something you messed up in your life?  How did you reconcile that? 

The Bible tells us that our hearts are deceitful above all else. Breaking a promise, a heart, a 
commitment is something that we have all done. Recovery from this, whether we are the 
heartbroken or the heart breaker, is in the steadfast love of Jesus. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Thank you God for your steadfast commitment to us. We depend on Your faithfulness and mercy. 
We need Your help when we mess up as much as we need it when we are trying to do right.  Please 
cover us with Your mercy, cover our mistakes and sins, and cover us with Your wings of healing. 

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

The book of Jeremiah is like a blog much more than a novel…it has bits and pieces of God’s 
heart dropped in all over the place…not real systematic but it is really deep!  By the time we 
get around Chapters 15-20 of Jeremiah, judgment has begun to fall…droughts and famines 
have hit the land.  Jeremiah 17:5-10 is a great picture of how God wants us to live and what 
happens to us when we don’t. 

 

  



 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ JEREMIAH 17:5-10. 

a. Our hearts lie to us.  They tell us what we want to hear, not what we need to hear. When 
they do, we make bad decisions, and we break God’s heart.  How can we guard our hearts? 

b. What comes to the one who makes flesh his strength?  How can we prevent this from 
happening? 

People are fooled by the desires of the heart. We trust in our own judgment and take the advice of 
others, before God. The barrenness described in the above passage is hopeless.  We should realize 
that our decisions affect us and our Father. He is crazy about us and we grieve Him when we 
choose to look elsewhere for our strength. 

c. Verses 7-8 explain the benefits of trusting God.  What are they? What does this look like for 
you? 

d. Verse 10 tells us that God tests the mind and searches the heart.  We cannot fool God. 
Knowing that we will reap what we sow, how does this knowledge change your thinking 
about trusting God? 

2. READ JEREMIAH 11:3-5, 8. 

a. Covenant is not mutual, equal, or a deal. It is a commitment.  God set a covenant with 
Israel.  Obey and it will go well for you, disobey and it won’t go well. How is a covenant 
different from a contract?  

b. God imposed his covenant on Israel.  He did not ask. Israel lost their independence, but 
gained all of God’s generosity.  How can a covenant relationship with God benefit us?  

A contract is an agreement you can break while a covenant is a perpetual promise. The difference 
between a contract and covenant relationship with God through Jesus is huge for us…we lose 
nothing and gain everything with Jesus… His love is not conditioned on our behavior, but it covers 
us at all times in all things, even when we fail to keep our covenant with God, when we lose our way 
and our commitment to Him. 
 

3. READ LUKE 15:11-32. 

a. The prodigal son takes his share and leaves.  When he comes back, he is still part of the 
family.  How did God take this stance of acceptance with Israel? 

b. Read Jeremiah 18:1-8.  What did the potter do with the vessel that was ruined? What can 
we know about God from this story? 

God is always ready to heal, restore and renew His people. Jeremiah 18 is God’s conversation with 
Israel through Jeremiah, telling them that He is ready to restore and to relent from judgment if 
repentance is present. 



 
 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• God has made a commitment to you, a covenant.  What is your response to that? 

• Ask God to help you stay committed to Him, to be true to your covenant relationship 
with Him. 

God looks deep into our hearts and minds and sees what we really are. He stays committed to us no 
matter what.  Thank Him now for his steadfast love and faithfulness. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• What does God’s commitment to you mean to you? 

RESPOND  

• Take some time this week and thank God for His faithfulness to you and recommit 

yourself to Him. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Psalm 138:8 

" The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your faithfulness, LORD, is everlasting; Do not 
abandon the works of Your hands." 

  



 
 

COMMENTARY 

JEREMIAH 17 

Judah's sin is ineffaceably stamped upon the hearts of the people and on their altars. These four 
verses are closely connected with the preceding, and show why it is necessary that Judah be cast 
forth amidst the heathen, by reason of its being perfectly stepped in idolatry. The sin of Judah 
(Jeremiah 17:1) is not their sinfulness, their proneness to sin, but their sinful practices, idolatry. This 
is written upon the tables of the hearts of them of Judah, i.e., stamped on them. 

JEREMIAH 18:1-8 

By God's command Jeremiah is to go and see the potter's treatment of the clay, and to receive 
thereafter God's interpretation of the same. Here he has set before his eyes that which suggests a 
comparison of man to the clay and of God to the potter, a comparison that frequently occurred to the 
Hebrews, and which had been made to appear in the first formation of man (cf. Job 10:9; Job 33:6; 
Isaiah 29:16; Isaiah 45:9; Isaiah 64:7). This is done that he may forcibly represent to the people, by 
means of the emblem, the power of the Lord to do according to His will with all nations, and so with 
Israel too. 

In the first discourse, illustrated by the figure of a potter who remodels a misshapen vessel, the 
prophet inculcates on the people the truth that the Lord has power to do according to His good-will, 
seeking in this to make another appeal to them to turn from their evil ways. And the people replies to 
this appeal by scheming against the life of the austere preacher of repentance.  

In Jeremiah 18:6-10 the Lord discloses to the prophet the truth lying in the potter's treatment of the 
clay. The power the potter has over the clay to remold, according to his pleasure, the vessel he had 
formed from it if it went wrong; the same power God possesses over the people of Israel. This 
unlimited power of God over mankind is exercised according to man's conduct, not according to a 
decretum absolutum or unchangeable determination. If he pronounces a people's overthrow or ruin, 
and if that people turn from its wickedness, He repeals His decree (Jeremiah 18:7.); and conversely, 
if He promises a people welfare and prosperity, and if that people turn away from Him to 
wickedness, then too He changes His resolve to do good to it (Jeremiah 18:9.). 

 

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+17:1&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=job+10:9&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=job+33:6&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=isa+29:16&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=isa+45:9&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=isa+64:7&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+18:6-10&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+18:7&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+18:9&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
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